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Did FBI try 1^ smear p r. Kingr 



WASHINGTON — The Senate . 
iitelligenoc Committee is invesfi- 
atiiig allegations that the FIBl 
ried tp-^nrrear the lateXir_.MilUP " 
-lith er'TO iig by spreading stories.' . 
.i.tout'Jus'sex life. 

Some -senators rejjard this as a-' 

lassie abuse of police power. It 
>ill get special attention, .there-, 
tore, from tiie committee." 

Dr. King won the Nobel peace ^ ■» 
.'Tize for his nonviolent crusade to .'■ 
.ain equal, rights for black Ameri- 

iiis. He faced the police dogs and . , 
ire hoses of Soutliern sheriffs 
.vilhou\ flinching. Tlis cry, "We 
•hall overcome,'' stirred his peo- 
l>le. ■ >' ■ - - 

Dr. Khig's rlietoric. however, . 
:cd bim into a 'collision with the '. 
ate. powerful FBI chief J. Edgar 
'!oover. This became one of tiie 

.amous feuds of the 19'30s. 



Jack i 
Anderson 

with Les Whitten , 



Comment _ 



The official justification was 
determine whether Dr.- King hal 
" any "secret ties-witii thelCommvi 
: nists. But the only s*cret"dealingJ 
; that the wiretaps' revealed were 
;wth women; His dynamism; 'and 
courage had made hini altracttye 
to many women; ' • .f 
j ■ Here are examples of the sort of < 
smut that the FBI collected about 
i ^yip Nobel prize winner: .* /■ - ' 
i THE FBI" bugged his suite in' 
Washington's elegant, old WLUard 
.Hotel. He allegedly drank too: 
many "Bladi' Russian" conco- 
:tions, brafeged of his sexual.prowij 

flee in Q t»Trtr«.iM ^lifWrt*. nT.y4 4'1..j..m / 

'proceeded toprove Jiis boast.-^ 
; IN LAS VEGAS, Dr. j<angalleg- 
ver lised the FBI to carry on his %e<i\y picked ti> an FBrinTormanU 
vendetta against Dr. King. They;, jwho ■ reported to the FBI itextS 
want to .know who ordered the mornuig that he had paid her $100j 
;^noopi^g and who leaked the sex ': ^» spend the night with him. . 1 - I 
^lories to the press. They arc also .• ' " ANOTUEU TIME,- he aUegedlyJ 
.-.f arching for FBI agents who par- jbecanne • intoxicated / and 'made ., 
fiopated in tlie actual surveillance ^:Passes at a woman tn'a:New York ; 
of the civil rights leadei^. • ' ^City- hotel. The secret FBI sumv 1 

\Vt> -.t-arn fb.a fircf in r=,,='.! "lary of tliB Incident rcported tliat '! 

"King tiireatened to leap from the j 
13tl} floor )viiidow of the' hotel if ' 
this woman would not' say she.- 
loved liim." ; ' - v-N v."v;-,-,^i' 



SENATE investigators are now, 
' rying to ■ determine whether Hoc 



.May 24. 1968. that the FBI had 
lapped Dr. King's telephones. We 
reported that the wiretaps had.di- 
.,\ (ilged information about his al 



icged Jove affairs, a subject that >L,^ ;,^/,^^ ^'?7^n'^^roT';?'^;'J^"'1 
vvas none of.the FBI's business. : - Z^rM'^^i ^'^1'^""^ ^o he FBI that Dr. \ 



Now, more tiian seven years l.-xt- 
i-r, we have dug deeper into the 
■<l(iry for tiic answers the senators 
are seeking. 
There is bitter disagreement 



King tlirealencd to leap from tlie 
; wom.in through an O.1I0 hotel dur 
jing his Norway visit to receive the 
— ^Mobel peace prize.' ■ ' 

1 yiiE FBI also moiiilored.Dr- 

Jnt ■ |Ktng'.<! rAlatinnchin with «ha \/i<r-:.a 

oyer who first suggested Uiat the Jtcious VifToTT lis Angeles den-l 

Vi^/K^''^l',°P^"^'-^K.^^^"i . ^^s'^ FBI called it an '■illicit] 
October 1963, 'Hoover obtained— t ; affair." The Woman insisted the* 
sjme say wangled— a jaemoran- 
( am from then-Atty. Gen. Robert! 
i ennedy - authorizing \l;e control ' 
'fersial.wjjjitaps, ' • • • ■ , ' _ 



vj*|taps. 
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DFrKin^Uicit Sex - 



UfsJIoiytored By FBJL^ 

tapped — some sayj 'ipgl?^ 




By JACK ANDERSOfe 
with LESS WHITrEN 
WASHINGTON — The Sen- 
ate Intelligence CommiUee is 
invesligaling allegations that 
the FBI iriod to smear the iiH 
Dr. M artin 
Luthct£ng by 
s'p r c a d i n g 
sloriis about his 
sex life. 

tors regard this 
as classic 
abuse of police 

' >owcr. _U will 

' <ct special at- 
cntioit, there- 

J ore, from the 
committee. 

-Dr. King won the Nobel peace 
prize for his nonviolent crusade 
to gain equal rights lor black 
Americans. He faced the police 
dogs and fire hoses of southern 
sheriffs without flinching. His 
cry, "We shall overeome," 
stirred his people. 
Dr. King's rhetoric, however, 

Vied him into a collision with the 
•^aic, (raweriui r oi ciiici, J. 
Edgar Hoover. This became 
one of the famous feuds of the 
1960s. 

Senate investigators are now 
\ trying lb determine whether 

' Hoover used the FBI to carry 
, on his vendetta against Pr. 
' King. They want to know who 
\ ordered the snooping and who 
[ leaked the sex stories to thi 
I I'press. They arc also searchinji 
•Uor FBI agents who participaf 
f od in the actual survciUancc c| 
' the civil rights leader. 



We were the first to reveal on 
ay 21, 1968, that the FBI had 
\ tapped Dr. King's telephones, 
i Wc reported that the wiretaps 
I had divulged Inrormntlon about 
' his otlegcd love nfralts, a sub- 
^Ji'cl ihiit Wat iioiio of the rUl'i 
I business. 

Now, more than seven years 
I later, wc have dug deeper into 
i the slory of the answers the . 
scnalprs.are seeking. 

GOTOKAY 

There is bitter <Usagrecment 
over who first suggested that 
thisSftLaawsdrop o ft-Dr-'Slfta . 
B ut tntk^^j^rjiss^. Hoontacob- 



a hl6moraiicium from then At-/ 
lorncy General Robert Ken- 
nedy authorizing the controver- 
sial wiretaps. 

The official iusllficaiion was 
to determine whether Dr. King 
had any secret ties with the 
communists. But the only se- 
cret dealings that the wiretnps 
revealed were with women. His 
dynamism and courage had 
made him attractive to many 
wotnen. ■ 
^ Here arc examples of the sort 
'of smut that the FBI collected 
^bout the Nobel priie winner: 
\ — The FBI bugged his suite 
! in Washington's elegant, old 
Willard Hotel. He allegedly 
' drank too many "Black Rus- 
sian" concoctions, bragged of 
his sexual provrass to a woman 
t visitor and then proceeded t^ 

[prove his boast. 
— In Las Vceas, Dr. King 
ledcdly picked up an FBI infoi 
mant who repor'ed to the FSl 
next morning tnat he had paid 
her $100 to spend the night with 
him. ■ 
— Another time, he allegedly) 
■ became intoxicated and made, 
passes at a twmjm^iw a New 
York City hotel. The secret FBI 
report says Dr. King 
threatened to jump from Uic 
29lh floor window of the iXXel H 
this woman would not say she 
loved him." 

V — The CIA forwarded a raw, 
nvcrified report to the FBI 
that Dr. King, totally naked, 
chased a woman through an 
Oslo hotel during his Norway 
visit to receive the Nobel peace 
prize. 

' -■ r ■ 



i 



• Thc,FjBI,c ontin\ tfd its^elf c- 
rh)nic surveillance onSFrKing,' 
according to our sources, until 
his death in April 19es. The lat- 
est secret sex report we sawf 
was dated Feb. 20, 19e8. 

In other words, the FBI con- < 
tinued listening to Dr. King's 
most private conversations for ' 
nearly five years. Yet during 
* all this time, the FBI picked up 
' no evidence that he had com* - 
. mitted a crime or was likely to 
commit one. 

J. Edgar Hoover's boys just ' 
kept filling up folders with tltil- ' 
lating tidbits, idle gossip and 
^ vicious slander about Dr. King. , 
^His FBI dossier can only t>e de- 
scribed, therefore, as a black- 
; mail file. ■ ■ 

Indeed, we can prove that '. 
FBI officials tried to peddle' 
^embarrassing items about Du.> 
-«Cing to newsmen. Our Fm; 
Jsourccs also say that Hoovcrb 
(loyal sidekick, the late Cly(X 
jTolson, sent the Willard HoWl 
tape annonymousty to the civile 
rights leader's wife, Coretla 
King. 

■■| But the blackmail apparently 
• ;'^didn't work. Dr. King's close" 
■■ friend and associate. Rcp.i 
Waller Fauntroy, told us the 
late leader was fully aware of • 
•the FBI's surveillance and.' 
i wasn't the least deterred by it.- 
j ' He didn't even mind if news- 
papers published the blackmail 
^, information because he felt it 
: would hurt the FBI more than 
' himself, said Fauntroy. ' 

^ FooiiKAc: • After Dr. King's 
^der.ih, the FBI continued to 
; monitor the activities of his 
successor, Ihc Rev. R»!nh 

r^jvi^ Ahnrnnlhy ^ ^ _ 



— The FRI also monitored 
Dr. Ktnii'K ri>lii(Umship will) (ho 
^ vlvActoua wlfo of ■ Los Ani;«)r> 
^ demist, l-ho FBI called it at^ 
"illicit affair." "Hie woman to-' 
sistcd Uh: relationship was 
."merely a friendship." ' 

As part of its continuing sur- /fit "/ /,/, ycJ — ,'j>-^ 

*veillance, the FBI bugged Dr. ' f ^ (^'"^^ ^'^ 
King's hotel suite In Atlantic 
City during the 1961 Democrat- 
ic convention. But apparently 
n ething. of rignificanee wac, 
ptcKeaiipi. ' ■ ■ If I 'v- S 
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relationship was "merely a friend- 
phip." t 

AS PART of its continuing si r- 
^veillance, the FBI bugged Ir, 
King's hotel suite in Atlantic Cify 
during the' 1964 Democratic con- 
vention. But apparenOy nothing of 
^ significance was picked up. The 
FBI continued its electronic sur- 
veiUancc of Dr. Martia Lutlier 
,King, according to our sources, 
untU his death in April 1968. The 

Feb! 2ofl968 ^^^^^"^ ^^^^ 
^ In. othei" words, the FBI contin- 
ued Ustening to -Dr.,- King's most 
private conversations for nearly 
five years. Yet diu-ing all this 
^Ume, tlie FBI picked up no evi- 
dence- Ihat, he had committed a 
crime or was likely, to commit 
one. J. Edgar Hoover's boys just 
kept fiUing up folders with titillat- 
ing tidbits, idle gossip and vicious 
,8lander about the great Dr. Kiii| 
II is FBI dossier can only be de 
♦ribed, iherefori, as ablackma 
i'Je-;^:....-- ■, : ■ .: 
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senators tTO's>e ^kmg wire^appmM 



By Jack Anrt^r^on 
and Les Wluttcn 



Vhe Senate intolligcTico eon 
:tice is invesli;;i(ii!*0)'.leca 
-ns that the FBliri 
late Hartiii Lu .■ .. . . .. 

Ff.reaaiilfi iUines aoouf i..s '^-PP^J Kings telephones. J.'d 




Naiiafinl CoTivemtoti. Bui af^ ciitlv. didn't work. King's close 



ri.-^lj/inear "•''^I'e the first to rcvcril c-il paren'Jy p.ctfcir.5o(signi{icaJicCj{r;or,d and associa'.2, Dti. Wai- 
'h^in? Jr.; ':"'•„.'• 9' ™ ^^.'^ >.V23p<c!:tclup. jicr Faiir.lroy, (D-U.C), '.old u.-, 



tcported that thj virctaps had 



J- , J ■ r .■ 1 11.. ' ircn'c slii vtiijiiiitc VI ii 
.... di''"!e';<3 ifJorniMtonaLoTithi.-^ ,^.^,,;„,,„„„^^„„„.p,_ , 
: on(ies<'n«ilorsreRardtIiiS8sai aiio.;:o(j love ?i''->ire s f^ub ^ct 
abuse ol police ?ov.-cr. It I t:.at was nor.s oJ u.e l-Bi's b'.isi- 
1 i,'*! ipp-7i.-:l attention, theru- ^,^,3 

t.Xrcmlbccomrciltec. I j^^^^q. ^)..,^ T.p,\-sn years 

•Cins won Iho Nobcl pyatciiater, wc have due door. M:,tg 
i,-eforhisr.o:\violcntcrLisade|t^ie story ?or tii'.' answers ilc 



£,-,in equal ri^hti; for blDcki ser.a!v.rs sre scc-u; 
■.i.:ricanj. lltr facci iiip poiicjt ':iiere is buter uisap.rpo.r.cm 
• and £!":■ of ^outtiVrn c>cr w'no first siiTri;;.'5lca th,-».t 
: ii{is wULoul {hitc)iii>»:. His 
', "\Vc shall ov«rcoiTiC," stir- 
: his people. 

■■king's rhelDfic, liowevcr, ]"'] 

ui ialo a coUiSiCA v.iih lKvi 

i.\ powerful FBI chief, .1. ji'i- j wi."nap5, 

• iliiov.ir. Thic bccar.'.o cue o(j 

•fiinousfL'UtJsof U.if U'liC'S. I 

, "nato invcMiRators air rvv!,^nv recrct tiei v.iih Co 
:; iris io QctcTirti.ut ^^ftctlior j^ist:. but l)u-> ?r,' . .cci ct lcm!- 
•iovcr >J3ed tl:c fBI to cairv on jir.^s j Vkircup; c. veal.d »et e 
■•■ vcndclls .-ificiina Kin:'. 'ii*."y jv ji'i v o;iifn. 11.: .'/■■it.,:;-! -.ni 
»o kijow v-iic* ordered iiio jpoiua;'.e had rr,;.de him atlrac- 



T?.i (Vo.tinueii its e'ec- I'^-i'^S w^s^^areof truiFBI'ssar- 
e of Kin2. sc-jveUian;? and wasnt tb*) least 
doie'.iv.dby iL 

Ke didn't c-'co :nirJ if news- 
papers t/ulilisi.pd ih« ''nio-niS' 
lion because be I'Sil it vouid 
huritho Fill mure t:iauLtm»cu, 
s!".'< Fs'jntroj'. 
l-'citnote: After Kinfj's iImMj, 



toidius to our sources, uriUl !.e 
wp? .«! jin in April, IViZ. The lat- 
est secret sf'x repn.n we saw was 
dalcdicb.£(MCA, 

In oilier vtorili, the FBI cor.- 
ir/md listening to King's ?ri 



v.i:e ccnverpalions for nearly 



liv; yrars. Yet Uviving aU U. slihe FKI continued U» iiionitcr 
lime, the FSl picl'.cd up nofvi-'liiP -,?tiv'itics o( his sac'cwt-.r, 



lU- V''' cavc'c'rop on Kir^ S j\ ""^ ^'^'^ comniiiec alths lk*v, Ralpr: Ab.nrafSj'. V/tj 

i-i Ari'v" '"•*.' Hnr.vcr ol)-'^"""'""*-' Ukcly tO coiiiiiiit [showed hiir. a secr<>'. F)?'' reoott. 



taint.-"— Ecne ssy, wa.iiT-,:':'!— aj"''''^- 

imrm ruiidum.lrotn then-A'aor-j' ,j. ^dgsr Huovtr's bays ju^t 
noy General Robert I'. K.ir.r.:^v ;^,^lf • up folders witn i;».il- 

unoTvzins the conUiVtrsial istin'itidbits.iii!." t.?-'-. 



The r.fficial >'.!.;t;;ic5licn wss!?'^' dfii^lf:-^ ^.-an only be de 

'.0 doi .'ir.iine •/■i;i.iher Kiiiu iiia k^-'I-"-'^ a \;.".£il lilt. 



detaiimfi a coaversat.oa ftt t-.ai* 
held v.ilh his wife. JIo said it 
could or.ly have ccn-j irrna 8 
^ Lugir. hisbedrooio. 
Irim, ' ..i-n ^ V," M^nT,'^^ v^', i' 'c ! J» fauncss, it rhoold b^' added 
^-J, ^ jtlol Ihf present ful ui.cayr, 
C'r.rence M. Keilcy. inV.-iy 
,t.he Fi'I out of *.ho bic.ekms'.i 
Iii'ic.vi. we L.(n pnve ih:.t BI i [,.|sin'-?s conpletelv L nder 
d;ifi.-«.:.vt!-0'.: i-: i.ediil? ejibir- jK.jrev, tl-.e F'il is ss horcsi an-l 
<LS.: v'. Jicnr. r.i ciiliMnfitorc-(<)f>ti„rable a law efJofceif.eni 
p j'ler-. O^jr^X^^^ l'^1i:i-,c!ui uj tan Lo tr.uwl fcn/- 

■Al-'Jil'Ii'ji^-i^Ili-^''' '■ -vhcre in the work:. 

the uiioTiytieTu7?^r.r".Tr:rT''r «ii:5,uiiiuir»jtii«£S*i'iiiatt,la«. 



'I 
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/FBI 'Blackmail 
. Qo King F ound 



By JACK ANDERSON 



\A/.""'"; '^^' The Se aatft 

% 1 » gencfe Committee is investigatine al- 
legations that the FBI tried to smear Dr 
?l.a^(n„Luthc:f^iUij i^^y spreatiing 
stones about his sex life. : 
. Some senators regard this as a clas- 
sic abuse of police power. It wiJl get spe- 
cial attention, therefore, from, the 
committee. 

King won .the Nobel Peace Prize for 

- f m" »o «ain equal rights 
for black Americans. He faced the police 
dogs and fire hoses of Southern sheriffs 
wuhout ninching. His cry. "We shall over- 
come," stirred his people. 

King's rhetoric, however, led him into 
,J colhsfon with the powerful FBI chief J 
Edgar Hoover. This became one of the 'fa- 
mous feuds of the 1960s. 

V Senate investigators are now trying 
ta determine whether Hoover used the 
• tBt t5 C6rr? on his vendetta against King. 
They want to know who ordertrd-rim-* 

\ snooping and who leaked the sex stories 
.10 the press. Thev 

FBI agents who participated in the actual 
surveillance of the civil rights leader 

24 1968, that the FBI had tapped King's'' 
telephones. We reponed that the wiretap*' 

had divulged InformaHnn ah«iit hjj i 

' ^ NOW MORE THAN seven years i' 
later we have dug deeper into the story 

\for the answers the senators are seelunir 
^ere is bitter disagreement over' 
who first suggested that the FBI eaves- 
drop on King. But In October, 1963. 
Hoover obtained - some say wangled — m 

rZI'T""!, ^hen-Atty. Gen. 

Robe«tJC£Kisdy .Hthorizing the contro- 
versial wiretaps. 

. "fOcia' justincattonWto detei^ 

Jith the Communists. But the only secret 
dealings that the wiretaps revealed were 
with women. His dynamism and coarsas 
had made him attractive to many women 

%j Here are examples of the sort o 
smut that the FBI collected, about tte 

\NobeI prize winner: ' I l] : 
, • The FBI bugg^l hjfs'^atilie in Wash- 
ngton s elegant, old friUafd Hotel 

! iT£^''''*"v '"%jeblack Russia^'- 



of 



^ S> wv«v.'i' 



U 



• In Las Vegas, King alleged ly picked ^ 
\ up a fl FBI info rmant who reported to Ida 

FBI next morning that he bad paid her 
SlOO to spend the night with him. i, 

• Another time, he allegedly became 

\ intoxicated and made passes at a woman 
in 8 New York City hotel. The secret FBI 
summary of the incident reported that 
"King threatened to leap from the 13th 
floor window of the hotel If this woman 
would not say she loved him." '. 
\ • The CIA forwarded a raw, unveri- 
fied report to the FBI that King, totally 
naked, chased a woman through an Oslo 
hotel during his Norway visit to receire 
^the Nobel peace prize. 
^ • The FBI also monitored King's rela- 
tionship with the vivacious wife of a Los 
NAngele's dentist The FBI called it an 
"illicit affair." The woman insisted the 
relationship was "merely a friendship." 

V • As part of its continuing surveil- 
lance, the rei bugged King's hotel suite 
in Atlantic City during the 1964 Demo- 
c re r ic cui fyention. But appa rently nothing 

^of significance was picked uf. ' 

..The FBI continued its electronic sur- 
veillance of King, according to our 
sources, until his death in April, 1968. The 
latest secret sex report we saw was dated 

V Feb. 20, 1968. 

^ In other word.s, the FBI continued lis- 
tening to King's most private conversa- 

\tions for nearly five years. Yet'jduring all 
this time the FBI picked up no evidence 
that he had committed a crime or was 
likely to commit one. Hoover's boys just 
kept filling up folders with titillating tid- 
^ bits, idle gossip and vicious slander about 
the great Dr. King. His FBI dossier can 
only be described, therefore, as a black* 
mail file. 

^ INDEED, WE CAN prove that FBI 
officials tried to peddle embarrassinc 
litems about King to newsmen. Our FBI 
, sources also say that Hoover's loyal tide- 
' kick, the late Qyde Tolson, sent the Wil- 
lard Hotel tape anonymously to the civil 
rights leader's wife, Coretta King. ' * 

But the blackmail, apparently, didn't 
' work. King's close friend and associate, 
«^ep. Walter Fauntroy <D-D.C), told us the 
^tate leader was fully aware of the FBFb 
surveillance and wasn't the least deterred 



by it. 
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..Atlaqt a Seeking Data on King Slayi ng ^ 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — The AtJanta Police Departmcnf 
has sent two intelligence officers here to check possi- 
ble r^jjrtaformation in the 1968 slaying of Dr. Martin 
LutherKing Jr., a spokesman said yesterday. " 

lEe spoKGsmah said the officers will try to talk to 
Atty. Gen. Ray Ashley in Nashville today and later 
may try to meet with Houston attorney Percy Fore- 
man, one of Ray's original lawyers. "This is not a rou- 
tine investigation," the spokesman said. "Some of it 
(the information) checks out and some of it doesn't." 

Another spokesman said the information, received 
last month by Atlanta Police Commissioner Reginald 
Eaves, is inconclusive as to a possible conspiracy in 
the slaying. He would not go into detail but said the 
information relates to smuggling and narcotics in- 
volving either confes&ed killer James Earl Ray or the 
••'•"""" .itself, . i' . ■ „ ^ 
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?0Bs^le Conspiracrin Dr.. King Killing' In vestiga ted 

'■ . ' ■ - ■ ■ - — ~ " ' - - ' Ext. 



> By WAYNE KING 

SpfClil to The New Ynrk Tlmti 

ATLANTA. July 23-^AUanta 
:iblic Safety Conuniss^ner, A. 
r'Sinald ^ves, said tdBay that 
'■If city fwJic* detectives were 

>n.t;nuing their invectigation 
itp allegations lhat the Rev. 
t; Martin Luther Kin JrrWas 

Me victim of a conspiracy rath- 
V than of the lone assassin 
ime Earl Ray. Mr. Zavca said 
0 "expected a full report by 
riday or Monday. At that 



js^rred that there was "no sub- 



stance" to the allegations 

Mr. Watson, the informant, 
was convncteil on drug charges 
in 1972 and spent two years 
in prison. His latest conviction 
came in May of this year. 

Commissioner Eaves said to- 
day that the fact that the infor- 
mant was a convicted felon 
should not, by itself, discredit 
his allegations 

The F.B.L, after preliminary 
checks of information provided 
. -, .J . , . , by Mr. Watson through Mr. 
•ne he.jiaid a de ermjnation} esvcs, has dropped iti inquiry 
ould be made as to whether ^^^i considers the mttw 



rormation developed from a 
written statement by a convict- 
I drug-selie was sufficient to 
arrant further inquiry or pos- 
^Is indictmentSi The commis" 
■oner said he was not 'sure 
t this time whether the Atlan- 
•T authorities would attempt 
o move on their own, if war- 
mted, or if they would req^uest 
pderal action. . " / 
The jl f oar dty d»tectiv*s ^ 
vorl{ii/g on the case have en- 



closed. 

I>rug Traffic Emphasized 
A few days ago, Mr. Eaves 
issued a statement <ndirecliy 
critical of the F.B.L "Our intel- 
ligencc detectives, to date, have 
been denied access to the infor- 
mation the F.B.L now has in 
their files," Mr. Eaves said. 

He said that "local F.B.L 
officials here an Atlantic who 
normally cooperate with us 
seemed unwilitng to share in- 
formation coawesning the 



lucttd inquiries Jn Atlanta, in 
Menfphis and Knoxville, Tenn,^"s'e 

and k Kentucky. Mr. Eaves "Without the cooj»ralion of 
said.r^£j, w-^ jlVj , . th* F.B,L," he said, "my inve« 
Theatoctiver'are' worl<inE Jj^ora are presenUy interview- 
on leads, provided by^RsbertXg persons who are supposed 

B yron>wat5on 21 yearsora.Ll-l — 

now serviftg a tive-year Federal, N;^ 



to be knowledgeable concern 
ing the alleged conapiracy. ^ 

In an interview .today Mr. 
Eaves sais that the information 
checked so far "proved to be 
about 95 per cent accurate." 

However, he conceded that 
this information did not relate 
directly to the allegations con-' 
cerning the King assassination. 
A source familiar with the con- 
tents of the Watson statement 
said that most of it dealt with 
drug traffic, and hat the con- 
spiracy allegations were brief, 
although at least .two of the 
alleged. . conspdrators. were 
named. 

Mr. Eaves said today that 
"I do not know of two, possibly 
three, persons" who were said 
to be connected with the al- 
leged conspiracy- 
According to Mr. Watson's 
statement, a source said, one 
of the men he says he over- 
heard told another he was 
going to shoot ■ Dr. . King and 
frame someone .for it Tliere 
are also suggestions in the 
statement that there was some 
connection with one of the 
Kennedy assassinations. 

A Federal judge has ordi 
a psychiatric examination 
Mr. Watson. 
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sentence for conspiracy to dis-' 
tribute cocaine. | 
A 42-page statement drawn! 
up and sworn to by Mr. Watson' 
was delivered to Mr. Eaves 
.tbout a month ago. 

Mr. Eaves said today that 
at the time the statement was 
qiven to him via a third party, 
"a party whom I lespect," he 
was not aware that the same 
information had been given to 
the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation on April 7, 1971. 

A spokesman for the F.B.L 
in Washington said that inter- 
rogation of Mr. Watson at that 
time indicated that lUs account 
of the killing had been fabricat-, 
ed. Mr. Watson said that he: 
had overheard two men in the; 
Atlanta business where he* 
'worked dLscussing killing Dr.j 
King a week before the civil 
rights leader was slain on April 
1 4, 1968. 

The bureau nonetheless con^ 
jcted an inquiry, theVf.B.L 
's^kesman sakl, and 
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A^LANIA, Sunk 20 (AP)_A 
statement contending'iinrtr-ii^e 
was a conspiracy in tlw slaying 
of Dr. Martin Luthef-King Jr., 
the crviJ rights leader, has been 
given to Atlanta authorities, 
jPolice Commissioner Reginald 
Eaves said Friday. ' 
_ Mr. Eaves said that the 
'sworn statement" that alleges 
that someone in addition to 
James Earl Ray participated in 
Dr. King's slaying "warrants 
our serious consideration.". 

The Commissioner said that' 
he would not identify the per- 
son who provided the informa- 
tion but said it was delivered 
by a second party he described 
as someone I respect a great 
j ' - I 
I Mr. Eaves said that if the 
material proved to have suffi- 
cient subsunce for a thorough 
investigation, he would turn it 
over to the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 
y A spokesman for the F.B L 
I in Atlanta said. "We don't 
know anything about it. We're 
I I c Qnducting. no invesji^ion." 
1^ Mr. Ray,' who' afeiftli r^n 

AinAA A^,'^ Memphis, on 
^prii 4,. J 968- js serving a qq 

year prison sentence^^ • ' 
.h^''- '^f^"" attempted to 

"AfiP**!!* ?^ ^'^ «"orneys sa"d 
Our con ention is that there 

* conspiracy and 

that Mr. Ray was set up as 
a fall guy and was not a part 
of the conspiracy." 

Eaves said 
that the documents delivered to 
^^hT^♦K"*• >eil.written" and 
h J! t'^^y '"eluded many "facS^ 

I hp L'"lT"t^-*' said that 
I he should know within two 
weeks whether the charges 

/ suTnacnTlo request an r.BJ[ 
1 mvestigation. 
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N^v Doubt on King's Deatk 



I have never been the sort of person who 
sees an evil conspiracy behind every death 
of every controversial person. 

1 have wri'ten nary a column supporting 
these who scream that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was not the sole killer of President Kenne- 
dy. I have not given speeches supporting 
James Earl Ray's claim that he is not re- 
sponsible for Nlartin Lsither King's murder 
and that he deserves a new trial. 

As one who once sat on the Forty Com- 
mittee, which approved delicate CIA 
operations, and who never heard a word 
about the CIA killing anybody, obviously 
I've never grabbed iV time with a claim 
ihat the United States was operating a sort 
of Murder Inc.. ie-tLs-Caribbean or any^- 
place else. 

Yet. I confess that I'm shaken by the 
'rash of recent stories aUeging that the CIA 
handed out contracts to the Mafia for the 
murder of assorted people, presumably all 
foreigners. The Watergate revelations 
have thrown an aura of semi-believability 
around what used to seem to be ridiculous 
claims that G. Gordon Liddy and E. How- 
ard Hunt (two ex-CIA operatives) were in 
Dallas the day Kennedy was killed and 
were near the scene of the crime. I listen 
with an eerie tingle when someone re- 
minds me that Alabama Gov. George Wal- 
lace has speculated that someone with 
money, who stood to benefit politically j 
from ending his third-party campaign, had j 
to be financing and directing Arthur \ 
Bremer, the man now imprisoned for al- 
most killing Walb jpe., ^ , 

The terrible truth is that, after Water- ^ 
gate, few people doubt any stoiy of politi- 
cal madness, however implausible it may 

I have seemed a year or two aga 

I A top FBI official confided to me several 
years ago that the late J. Edgar Hoover 
was livid when Dr. King was awarded the 
Nobel Pence Prize. Hoover talked with a 
few aides about the fact that King had 
tried, as a teen ager, to commit suicide. 
Either Hoover, or one of his minion s, do- 
cid~Lli!iit the "suicidal tenSPTicy^*"'Kht 

I be reactivated if ihe..FBI sent to King's 
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wife a surreptitious recording made of a 
party m~king'8 suite in a'T i ajmO gtoa 

hotel. 

Mrs. Coretta King has now admitted 
that such a tape was received, but she is 
quoted as saying that neither she nor her 
late husband felt that it was damaging to 
them. So King did not commit suicide. 

Meanwhile, in 1964. Hoover told President 
Lyndon B. Johnson (who then told civfl 

rights leaders like Roy Wilkins of the 
NAACP and Whitney Voung of the Nation- 
al Urban League) that one of King's most 
influential advisers was a secre 
Communist. 

"We've followed him regularly to Mexi- 
co where he meets secretly with a top Sovi- 
et intelligence official, but" we've never 
been able to get a photograph of King's 
friend with the Russian spy," I was in- 
formed by an FBI official. 

J Told of this, . lohp.scn o sked certain civil 

i rights leaders to convince King that if he 

i continued to be influenced by this so-called 
Soviet spy, he would wreck the civil rights 
movement. King agreed to ditch the al- ^ . . , „ , 
Icged spy, but a few weeks later Johnson, I ^^he Washington Post — 
and other top government officials were Washington Stnr-New8 _ 
treated to FBI stories (maybe valid, D^iiy News (New York) 
maybe not) that King was now seeing the ^.^^^ _ 

alleged Commumit secretly. ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ _ 

You sit remembering that many peopleThe National Observer _ 
detested King for what he was doing to Los Angeles Times 
break up the oldSrinrcTOW order. After the 

FBI launched its whispering campaign, 

many Americans believed he was a 
"Commie" out to destroy this country. Onir 
Other scRmcnts of this society despised 

I him for the harsh things he was saying 
about U.S. military involvement in Indo- 
china. 

f You remember those things and are 
j forced to wonder if King's assassination 
\ was merely the deed of one man. The more /jj 

one hears these stories of nefarious^ 

schemes and gross abuses by the dirty 

tridistcrs of the intelligencejvyrimunity, 

the ea.sierT? becomes to doubt. 
How poisoned the atmosphere becomes 
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^Ex-^f f ici-als Say F^BXHar^s; 





".AiT«ngements Reponea 
By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK' a spokesman for the bureau 

'■r5—teL_j(t«.i,ii»Tht T.IIW . saii it had "no comment" on 

-, /'^ WASHINGTON, March 8 — , the alleged harassment of Dr. 

^^„The Federal Bureau of InvesU- King.- ^ • — * _ 

■^'^gation mailed what some - i'Thc former high F.B.I. offi- 
.--.aRents considered an "unsa- ' cijl who brought the -matter 
. 'Vory" tape recording made { to the attention of. The New 

r''{Tom an electronic room bug • Vork- Times aslted to -remain 

^to Coretla King to frighten her anonymous in the expectation 

- " hnsbnmj. the Rev. Dr. Marti n thM. he might be called to tes- 

criticism of the bureau, accord- . reau. I • ; 

.\l"ing to a former high official of ■• JH? said that ■ in late 1964, 
'••"the agency. . "rafter Dr. King criticized the 

TTie mailing of the tape re- ' for having assigned 

'•'cqnfing to Mrs. King was part " ageois >vilh Southern back- 
"^•of nearly a decade of "harass- % grounds to handle civil rights 
-"hient" of the late civil rights i cases, the late directbr, J. Ed- 
,^ leader by the bureau, several ?• gar Hoover, ordered William C, ► 
' 'Tormer agents and officials say.;- Sullivan, then in charge of thei' . '^''"S- King said in a telephone 
, r- One retired agent. Arthur r bureau's counterintelligence. op-' interview that .she recalled rc- 

■'jMiirtaph, who was attached tot- *-^=^ — * ' , f ceivmg a tape recording in Jan 

. . . 4- .^1^ 



- -.T»««4ny of Tape 

' The tape and the package had 
' been prepared so they could not 
be traced, one source said. He 
said Mr. Hoover wanted the 
tape mailed from somewhere in 
Florida and that Mr. Sullivan 
had ordered a special agent to 
f ly to Tampa and mail the tape 
to • Mrs. Kins. The source, 
st.r^ssed that the agent had no. 
idea of the contents. 

The source said that Mr. 
Hoover believed the sending of; 
the tape to "Mrs. King. would 
stop Dr. King's criticism of the' 
bureau and break up Jiis mar» 
fi age as well. _ ■> 




way they 
■ Jimmy Hof/a.'' 



; Yet there was never a crim- 
• , inal prosecution of Dr. King 
I , and, these former F.B.I, men 
: say. there was a "dubious" na- 
■ tional security rationale for 
. ' ' what they said were thousands 
of hours of electronic and phys- 
r .• 'cal surveillance. These sources 
.■ believe that the alleged harass- 

. * .r illClJt VJ. x^t. <viii|^ ^livuiu UC 111- 

j vestigated by tfie Congressional 
\ committees on intelligence. 
• ■ Several have written to the 

• ■ '\ Senate Select Committee on In-( 
' '•.rtelHcence. r — - | 

. ^ ,Tne sending to a pri\'ate cit- 
-, ''izen of a tape-recording ob- 

* tained by a national seciirity 
' electronic surveillance is a vio- 
. \ latiqn of F.B.I, regulations and 

, • ; , was a potential violation of the 

• r Federal Communications Act 
' ► and the Fsderal Crimin?! Cods; 
' .\ The .'leurveillance of Dr. King 

, was briefly noted last year in 
;,a report by William B. Saxbe. 
, then the Attorney General and 

• Claranre M. Kelley, director of 
, • ^ the F.B.I. bureau's Countcrin- 
' C" teligence Program, or Cointel- 
^< ;J pro. The report said that Coin- 

rtelpro techniques included "ir-i^. 

. vestigating the love life of a 
■.^•> group leader for -^semination 
■ ". fAo the pre3!»;i^ Justice Dep^trt 

*. r ■i>.f^^- ' uiiw — — ■ 

- : -f the group 



tin and I listened to the tape 
The' source said that a copy 'and we found much of it unin- 
of a tape recording was made itelligible. We concluded there 
by the bureau's laboratory. It ;was nothins in the tape to dis- 
was wrapped in a small plain, credit him,", 
unmarked. package with no re^ 1 Mrs. King said that she and 
(jturn address, and delivered to jher husband immediately rea:-: 
Mr. Sullivan's office, the source lized that the tape had been 
•fsaid," and It had been ad- made covertly and "presnmed*" 
{('ressed to Mrs. Coretta Xing, jit had been made by the F.^.T. 
'Atlanta, Ga. c.-*>4^r' Murtagh, 53 years bid. 

Another source, attached to! who now. live* in Constable, 



the bureau at the time, said 
that he believed the recording 
was of a party heid by Dr. King 
and officials of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer* 
ence, which Dr. King headed, 
in the Willard Hotel in Wash- 
ington in the fall of 1963. The, 
source said the party had been 
picked up by an F.B.I. electronic, 
bug in the room and. put .4>Q 



N.Y., said the "trick" of s«nd 
ing the tape to Mrs. King to 
discredit her husband was weil 
Icnovni "among senior agents in 
the Atlanta ^'bureau and some 
of them bragged about i't as a 

smart stunt."' ^ 

■According to tvToTorraer sen- 
ior F.B.I. officials, a wiretap on 
Or. King later picked up a con- 
versation- In which Di. King 
told a friend that be was deeply 
concerned about the pressure 




Bureau officials, according to 
sources at the time, felt that'bcing placed upon him, 
the content of the tape was 
detrimental to • Dr. King and 
some of his associates because 
it recounted activities at the 
party they thought did not con- 
form with the rights leader's 
iosition as •.jeligious leader. 



70. 



•^//>,. .A 



S.C.L.C. sources from that 
era say that Dr. King never 
wavered in his leadership of 
the movement and that the 
harassment failed. ** "' ~ _ 

The following incidents of JJO" 
harassment were either con«y 
finned in earlier press accounts 
or uncovered in interviews 
Wit^ high bureau officials: ' 
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' uiiWiiaia..'. 1*1.171 lueitLiiic^ — v f I f> ^<^t— ' . ~ ^^^^^ 

roup leader as Dr. kM. Y ^^^^X'^Tt^ a "^"^ - 7 




Mr. Murtagh and a former 
■senicw bureau official confirmed 
tthe bureau tried to disrupt 
ipJans for a banquet in'.Atlanta 
in by business leaders 

to laud Dr. King's winning of 
the Nobel Prize. It included 
covort contacts vn'th oonununity 
leaders with charges about Dr. 
King's persons) hfe. " 

4Two former bureau offi- 
(CiaJs said th^t a "monograph" 
•on Dr. King's personal life was 
circulated aroon* Government^ 
officiaJs by the buicau during 'trust among them' 
the Kennedy Administration. ' 
President Kennedy became 
aware of.what-waj goiag on 
and ordered Mr. Hoover to re- 
trieve every copy of the mono- 
graph. ' -j^- ' 



about his ^rsonanife, includ- 
ing charges that he directed 
S.C.L.C. funds to his own use 
and to Swiss bank accounts. 

flMr. Murtagh and ■ other 
sources said there was a con- 
sistent practice of anonymous 
telephone calls, sometimes to 
make false fire alarm reports 
at locations vfhere -Dr. King 
was' to speak and in other in- 
stances to friends and assoctateSi 
of Dr. King trying to sow dis- 



flMr. Murtagh said that ef- 
forts at harassment of S.C.L.C. 
leaders continued . after Dr. 
King's assassination in 1968, Me 
said he was'ordered ^>y bureau 
officials to obtain handwriting 
samples of Andrew Young, now 
Democratic; Representative 
from Georgia, and Hosea Wil- 
liams tfr permit bureau experts 
to f9rge letters over the Voung 
and Williains signatures that 
would harm thei' careers. MrM. 
Murtagh said h» ' refused the 
assignment, 



rary degrees from colleges and 
universities by planting stories. 



<JTwo •■former senior. F.B.I 
officials said the bureau 
"routinely" sought to prevent 

Dr, King from receiving honoiiJ>»it Dr.* King refused to, do so 



Infiltration Believed 
In 1961 and 1962, bureau in- 
itelligence experts reportedly 
became convinced- that two 
members of the Communist 
party i had infiltrated the 
S.C.L.C. The intelligence men 
urged then Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy to open a 
national security investigation 
o{ Dr. King, and he complied. 
I Reliabe sources said that Dr. 
King was under electronic sur- 
veillance wel before Mr. Ken- 
nedy had made his decision. On 
two occasions, members of the 
Kennedy - Administration 
warned the S.C.LC. leaders to 
disassociate themselves from 
the alleged Communists be' 
cause they were leaving Dr.- 
King open to attacks by South- 
em conservatives in the Senate, 



unless the Government pro- 
duced evidence of_ComiTi uaist 
affiliation. ' •' '. 

In 1963, Mr, Kennedy author 
ized a national security wiretap 
on Ht. King,' then legal under 
federal lawl' Court testimony 
and interviews with F.B.I, and 
Justice Department officials in' 
dicate that the electronic sur 
veillance continued for at least 
two years, from 1963 to 1965, 
and produced a massive amount 
Of recordings. One estimate 
held that . -5,000, separate con- 
versations went on tape.-v ' 
Fonncr agents (aid the room cial use. 



bugs were planted in hotels 
from coast to coast as Dr. King 
moved aljout the country. 

Despite this massive sur- 
veillance, veteran agents said,' 
there Was never a recommen- 
dation for prosecution for vio-' 
lation of any Federal or State 
law. Nor, several sources said., 
.were grounds for any national; 
security concern' ever '^estab* 
Mshed. ' 6_^-SB«*^x/K 

Testimony In Case : 

m a 1969 Federal court case 
involving the boxer Muham- 
med Ali, a Federal agent testi- 
fied that he believed the tapes 
from the King investigation 
had been destroyed. But other 
sources among former Bureau 
officials maintain that the 
tapes or transcripts of the 
tapes are still in the" bureau 
and may be part of the ma 
terial disclosed 10 days ago 
by Attorney General Edward 
H. Levi. • . ; 

Mr. Murtagh said the bureau 
surveillance of the S.C.L.C. 
failed because it "concentrated 
on gathering .. information 
about the mores and personal 
lives of the rights group's offi' 
cials. 

"This was « little naive be- 
cause S.C.L.C. officials told 
me they couldn't car»Jess," 
Mr. Murtagh s^id.-' : ; ' * 

Under taws in force ^hen 
the tape was reportedly 
mailed, it was both a potential 
crime and a violation of bu- 
reau regulations to use the 
tape in this manner. '■ 

The Federal Communications 
Act in force in 1964-1965 pro- 
hibited a police or Government 
agency from disclosing the con- 
tents of a taped or bugged con- 
versation to a third party. An- 
other section of the Federal 
criminal statutes makes it a. 
crime for Federal employes to 
convert Government property 
and records to other than offi-j 



(Mount Clipp ing in Spoce Below) 



i FBI ' sex 
snoopers 
gave files 
to LB J ' 

NEW YORK, Monday. 
' TITE FBI regularly svipplicd 
President Lj'ndon Johnson 
witli details of the sexual 
escapades of prominent 
people. Including Martin 
Luther King Jr and a 
Republican Senator, 
according to Time maga- 
zine. 

Time sj^d yesterdny the Infw- 
IDu-ition was given to the picsi- 
I afnt bv then FBI dirccvor J. 

• £<igar hoover, who knew John- 
soa "had a voracious appetite 
lor gossip." 

^ Ono report covered the sexual 
ftctiviti<>£ of ft prominent Repul>- 
lican Scnntor who ficquentcd 8 
brothel In Chicaifo "and h- d 
teome kinky sexual preferences," 
Ulnie said. 

The mBKazlne said the Info -- 
mation came from the ownprii 

(H brothel who was really an FBI 
informer. , ^ 

After tlie President read the 
material he was reported to have 
K 1 a p p e d his thieh with 
delignu 

Erotic 

Johnson also received the 
trnnscnpt and t.ipfE of Martin 
I.ulher King Jr's bedroom acUvi- 
ttes Tl.^le claimed. 

"He rend the accounts, a-hlrh 
an aide described a.* being like 
an erotic hook." it added. 

Time SAld Joiinsoii li.'slcnrd 
to uii«s about the clvi] rij;l>t.s 
le.Tder, who was later ii.ss/ifesi- 
ivjited, " that even li.id the 
noises of the bedsnrings" 

'Ilie magazine s.iid Hoover"s 
deputy, Cartlia Dcloach. " be- 
ranie a courier to the White 

• House of Juicy jjleiinljies from 

/ Ui* FBI." 

Uut rx-loftch said nt his Con 
liccticut ho:.iC : "1 woiildn l 
make any comment. I Iffi Mie 
I >3I five years aeo and haven't 
fvcn seen a He since then. 
. You'd have to ask Uie FBI 
I about all this." 

TTje maxavune, without givlnn 
ftny .soiure, said Jf>lin.son always 
l)elieved Presidrnt John Kenntxlv 
■was st£sa.v>tnated n.^ the result of 
a Comtimnis^t con.sjilr.icy; that 
tlie Chinese ComniunLsts paid 
f<" anll-Vletnitm war d'-monstra- 
Miin.s. nnd Uiat tlie CIA killi^d 
iQS?<P'' Vietnamese PreJrident Nto 
' ICa/iu> Diem airalnsi Kennedy's 
wi.%lie8. 

<ITPI. Reutor.i>= =* 
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By William Safirc 



yCand Kii 



VVASHlNaTON— The diehard loyalty 
the old Kennedy inyt]|D^ers/is 

orioas to behold. f / ^ 

Those who have been assuring us; 
>T years that the K^inedys secretly 
>iUled J. Edgar Hoovet gulped silently : 

lien Ben Bradiee recertiy broke ranks 
o reveal how Presidejjt Kennedy 
ivHed the F.B.I, director to the White 

• lous* to pore over dossiers and chortle , 
jfer the peccadilloes of public men. 

Those same Kennedy mythmakers 
Helped fashion an article of impeach- 
.went when it was revealed that Prcsi- ' 
ilent Nixon ordered the FJ3.I. wire- 
'apping of newsmen. They now stand 
mute as the Rockefeller Commissian 
report slates that a newsman bad been 
wiretapped by the CI.A. in 1962 — 
with no authority in law — "apparently 
with .the knowledge and consent of At- 
torney General Kennedy." (We'll soon 
see if Franch Church follows that up.) 

However, several old Kennedy hands 
have taken vociferous umbrage, in 
public and _privale, to a point made 
in this space about the double standard 
used in judging past Presidents: "Nixon 
never ordered the extended wdretap- 
pine of K civil rights leader for the 
purpose of ieaking derogaioiy infonni- 
tion about him to the press.** 

This referred to the wiretap that 
Attorney General Kennedy dh'scted 
the F.B.I. ,to place on Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. on Oct. 10, 1963, and 
which remained in place for more than 
eighteen months until removed on 
April 30, 1965, by Robert Kennedy's 
successor, Nicholas Katzenbach. 

During this time, in an attempt to 
besmear and discredit Dr. King, F.B.I, 
agents — in violation of the law — played 
recordings of bugged conversations 
and sounds from Dr. King's hotel TOOffa 
to newsmen, and even mailed one such 
salacious recording to Dr. King's wife. 

• The Department of Justice has never 
sunk lower, before or since. 

Nobody disputes those facts, The 
question is: Did the Kennedys have 
good reason t^ suspect that the pur- 
pose of the tap was not national se- 
curity, and that tito F.B.I, would leak 
whatever it found to smear Its most 
outspoken critic? 

Mr. Kauenbach tells mo no. He 
writes: "A telephone lap on a phone 
used by Dr. King was authorized -by 
Attorney General Kennedy in 1861 or 
1962 (sic]. That tap was requested by 
Mr. Hoover on national security 
grounds by a writtw- memorandum, 
.,wluch stated in the strongest tferms 
thsV Dr, 
;.wiib a 

'>.to"l^a high offiX('^ the Co"*"*"' 
/f parly in close cont\< y^\,b the U.S.S.K 
- '. ""Tht^ purpose of tf tJ^iap was sUted 



to be to assist the F.B.I, in determinlne 
—whether Dr. King and his nio\?S5i«it' 
were being manipulated by this person 
in the interests, of the S(»iet Union." 



S(wiet Unio 



that in December 1964, (while the ; 
F.B.I, wiretap on Dr. King was still 
in operation) he was told by re- 
porters that the F.B.I, possessed re- 
cordings of "buggings" of Dr. K^g 
which they were playing to newsmen. 
"I immediately inquired of the,. Bureau 
if this improper activity was in fact 
taking place and it was flatly denied. 
... 1 believe the aalvity did, how- 
ever, cease Iffimediateiy." 

Mr. Katzenbach carefully dtfferenti- . 
ates between the warrantless wiretap 
approved by Mr. Kennedy and the 
"buggings" that he then thought were 
made by state law-enforcement offi- 
cials. He believes there is a difference; 
I believe one reinforced the other. 

He is correct, however,- ia danouno- - 
'ing as "utterly false" my assertion.- 
that the Justice Department had re- 
cently admitted that the purpose of 
the King wiretap was "investigating 
the love life of a group leader for 
disseminating to the press." The de- . i 
partment did use those words to 
describe the F.B.I.'s counterintelligence 
program and the leader referred to was 
Dr. King, but Mr. Katzenbach had left 
the Justice D^artment by that time 
and I regret the eiror. 

I cannot accept, however, the myth- 
makers' it'ne that Robert Kennedy was 
the innocent dupe of i, Edgar Hoover 
in this tawdry episode. He knew Mr. 
Hoovers wag out to«''get" Dr. King's ' 
reputation: he knew how the director 
used raw material gathered in dossiers 
to titillate confidants, even Presidents. 
I^believe Mr. Kennedy's purpose in 
autiiorizing the wiretaps was primarily 
to appease the powerful F.B.I. director, 
even if it .meant letting him destroy 
the fepulauon of Martin Luther Xing. 

Mr. Katzenbach insists that his own 
motive was purely national iiecurtty, 
and I am saUsfieil that he believes 
that this- is true. Yet, as he points 
out, he learned of the F.B.I.'8 smear 
campaign in December 1964; with very 
good reason to know the real purpose, 
of 'the P.D.I. tap. and with the power 
to terminate it with a tingle command, r 
Mr. Katzenbach permitted the King 
wiretaps to ccritinue for an aduit'onal 
five months. He had reason to suspect 
the commission of crimes by lawmen, 
and — aside from asking the newsmen 
who alerted him to reveal their 
sources— the nation's -chief law officer' 
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possible to pass the'1964 Civil Righi 
Act. How's that for irony? Shades df 
Daniel Eltsberg and Gordon Ltddy;m9t' 
who thought it was righVto brw* « 
few rules because th«y saw a higher * 
cause. The Kennedys were 'willing to 
siAvert -the personal civfl rights of ' 
^Xu fighter for civil* 

TiKhta— and do it-ia the name of ' 
cfvil rights.' 



A.) 



King was closely asso ^ated did, nothing. ■■ - \ - ^ . ' 

person;; by tbe'BuXeaO" >^rivately, Kennedy mytbmakers havy' ' 
. rcimmuvst*< been savinc that the fc>nAsfc!*aiifl> of j 



been saying 
Hoover on 
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CARL T. ROWAN 



New JL)oubt on Kind's Death 



I have never been the sort of person who 
CCS an evil conspiracy behind every death 
)f every controversial person. 
I have written nary a column supporting 
rtsc who scream that Lee Harvey Oswald 
vas not the sole killer of President Kenne- 
y. I have not given speeclw^ supporting 
'ames Earl Ray's claim win^'he is not re- 
ponsibte fo rMartin Luthc^^ing 's murder 
md that he deserves a new trial"' 

As^^e who once sat on the Forty Com- 
nittee, which approved delicate CIA 
/perations. and who never heard a word 
ibout the CIA killing anybody, obviously 
've never grabbed TV time w>ih a claim 
hat the United States was operating a sort 
.>f Murder Inc., in the Caribbean or any- 
place else. 

Yet, I confess that I'm shaken by the 
t-ash of recent stories alleging that the CIA 
^anded out contracts to the Mafia for the 
murder of assorted people, presumably aU 
foreigners. The Watergate revelations 
lave thrown an aura of semi-believability 
-iround what used to seem to be ridiculous 
claims that G. Gordon Liddy and E. How- 
ard Hunt (two ex-CIA operatives) were in 
Dallas the day Kennedy was killed and 
vere near the scene of the crime. I listen 
vvith an eerie tingle when someone re- 
ininds me that .Alabama Gov, George Wal- 
lace has speculated that someone with 
money, who stood to benefit politically 
from ending his third-party campaign, had 
to be financing and directing Arthur 
Bremer, the man now imprisoned for al- 
most killing Wallace. 

The terrible truth is that, after Water- 
gate, few people douot any story of politi- 
cal madness, however implausible it may 
have seemed a year or two ago. 

A top FBI official confided to me several 
years ago that the late J. Edgar Hoover 
•A-as livid when Dr. King was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize. -Hoover talked with a 
few aides about the fact that King had 
tried, as a teen-ager, to commit suicide. 
Eith<^_{f5*ver, or one of his minions, de- 
cidjtTthat the "suicidal tendency" might 
bej-eactivated if the FBI sent to King's 
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I wife a surreptitious recording made of a 
party in King's suite in a Washington . 
hotel. 

Mrs. Coretta King has now admitted 

that such a tape was received, but she is 
quoted as saying that neither she nor her 
late husband felt that it was damaging to 
them. So King did not commit suicide. 

Meanwhile, in 1964, Hoover told President 
Lyndon B. Johnson (who then told civil 
rights leaders like Roy Wilkins of the 
NAACP and Whitney Young of the Nation- 
al Urban League) that one of King's most ; 
influential advisers was a secret 
Communist. , \ - ' 

"We've followed him regularly to Mexi-' 

ICO where he meets secretly with a top Sovi-,.;,, 
et intelligence official, but we've never - 
been able to get a photograph of King's , 
friend with the Russian spy," I was in- ' 
formed by an FBI off icial. 

Told of this, Johnson asked certahi dvH '. 
rights leaders to convince King that if he 
continued to be influenced by this so-calleo 
Soviet spy, he would wreck the civil rights 
movement. King agreed to ditch the al\ 
leged spy. but a few weeks later Johnson, I 
and other top government officials were ■ 
treated to FBI stories (maybe- valid, . 
maybe not) that King was now seeing the - 
alleged Conununist secretlyv 



y<^" remembering that many people 
' detested King for what he was doing to 
break up the old Jim Crow order. After the ' 
FBI launched its whispering campaign, 
many Americans believed he was a 
"Commie" out to destroy this country. 
Other segments of this society despised 
him for the harsh things he was saying , 
about U.S. military involvement' in Indo- 
china. 

Vou remember those things and are 
forced to wonder if King's assassination 
was merely the deed of one man. The mote 

one hears these stories of nefarious 

schemes and gross abuses by the dirtjV 
tricksters the intelligence community, ; " Date 
the easier it t)ecomes to doulA. 

How poisoned the atmosphere becomes. 
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FBI Harassment of King 
Disclosed by Ex- Agents 



^"^bmitinvcd Frrnn FirAt Page 

and was apoiemiai violation of 
the Fpdcra! Communications 
Act and the Federal Criminal 
Code. 

Tbesurveillanceof King was 
briefly noted last year in a 
report by then Atty. Gen. 
William B. Saxbe and FBI 
Di rector Clarence M . Keliey on 
ihv bureau's Couniefin* 
lelligence program, or Coin- 
lelpro. > 

A spokesman for the bureau 
said it had "no comment" on . 
the alleged barassxnent of 
King. 

The former FBI official who 
trough t the matter to the atten- 
tion of The New York Times 
asked to remain anonymous in 

be catted to testify in in- 
_ vestigations of the bureau. 
Hesaidthat in iateld64.after 
King had criticized the FBI for 
having assigned agents with 
Southern backgrounds to han-^ 
dl* civil rights cases, the late 
director, J. Edgar Hoover, or- 
dPred William C.Sullivan, then 
in charge of the bureau's coun- 
terjntpijjgcjjre opet'Sitions, to 
arrange to send a copy of a 
taperecording secretly to Mrs.- 
King in such a manner that it 
could not be traced to the FBI. C 

The source said that a copy of 
8 tape recording was made by 
the bureau's laboratory. 

Another source, attached to 
the bureau at that time,' said 
that he believed the recording ' 
, was or a parry held by Ktng VOA ^ 
officials of the Southern Qirte> ' . 
tian Leadership CoDference. 
' which King headed, tn.th«'< 
Willard Hotel In W.mWngton In * 
thr fall of \%3. The source said 
the party had iKcn picked up by 
an FBI electronic bug in the 
room and put on tnpr. 
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Bureau officials, according 
tosources, felt that thecontent 
f^f the tape was detrimental to 
King because it recounted ac- 
tivities they thought did not 
. conform with King's position 
as a religious leader. 

The source said that Hoover 
believed the sending of the tape 
to Mrs King would stop King's 
criticism of the bureau and 
brt-ak up his marriaHe as well. 

Mrs. King said in a telephone 
interview tfjat she recalled 
receiving a tape recording in 
Jaivuary 1965. 

"I receive.d a tape that was 
rather curious, unlabeled," 
she said. "As a matter of fact, 
Martin and I listened to the 
tapeandwefoundmuchof it un- 
intelligible. We concluded 
there was nothing in the tape to 
discredit him." 

Mrs. King said that she and 
her husband immediately 
realized that the tape had been 
made covertly and 
"presumed" it had beeh made 
by the FBI. 

The following titcidents of 
harassment were either con- 
firmed in earlier press ac- 
counts or uncovered in inter- 
views with high bureau of- 
ficials: > 

— Murtagh and a former 
•senior bureau official confirm- 
ed the bureau tried to disrupt 
. plans for a banquet in Atlanta in 
1964 by business leaders tonote 
King's Winning of the Nobet 
Prlw. 

_ former bursst! of* 
flcials said that a 
"monograph" on King's per- 
sonal life was circulated 
among government officials 
during the Kennedy ad- 
ministration. President John F. 
Kennedy bpcnmeawareof what 
was going on and ordered 
Hoove rioretrievccveryc opy of 
the monograph. 

— Murtiigh said efforts at 
harassment of SCLC leaders 
continued after King's 
assassination in 1968. He said 
he was ordered by bureau of- 
ficials to obtain handwriting 
samples of Andrew Young, now 
a Democratic representative 
from Georgia, and Hosea 
Williams to permit bureau ex- 
perts to force lettf.s that 



would harm their careers, 
Murtagh said he refused the 
assignment. 

— Two former senior FBI of- 
ficials said the bureau 
•'routinely" sought to prevent 
King from receiving honorary 
degrees by planting stories ' 
abnut his personal life. 

— Mu rtagh and other .sources 
said there was a consistent 
practice of anonymous 
telephone calls, sometimes to 
make false fire alarm reports 
at locations where King was to 
speak and in other Instances to 
friends and associates trying to 
sow distrust among them. 

In 1961 and 1962. bureau in- 
telligence experts reportedly 
tiecame convinced that SCLC 
had become infiltrated by two 
members of the Communist 
party. The experts urged then 
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy" 
to open a national security in- 
vestigation of King, and l^e 
complied. 

Before Decisfon 
Sources said that King w^s 
under electronic surveillance 
well before Atty. Gen. Ken- 
nedy had made hisdecision. On 
two occasions, members of the 
Kennedy administration warn- 
ed the SCLC leaders to dis- 
associate them.selves front) the 
alleged Communists because 
they were leaving King open to 
attacks by Southern conser- 
' vatives in the Senate, but King 
refused to do so unless the 
government produced 
evidence of Communist af- , 
filiation. 

In 1963. Atty. Gen. Kennedy 
authorized a national security ^ 
wiretap on King, then legal un- 
der federal law. Court 
testimony and Interviews with 
FBI and J ustlce Deptjrtment Of- 
ficials indicate that the sur- 
veillance continued for at least i 
two years. 

Despite this massive sur- ( 
veillance. veteran agents said, ' ' 1 
there was never a recommoi- ' | 
dation for prosecution for - 
violation of any federal or state 
law. Nor. several sourcessaid, 
were grounds for .tuiy true 
natioi.al concern ever pa- 

tabU«ihecl, 
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tBl Harassment of King 



Disclosed by Ex-Agents If 

(C) Ni ir \'nrl-1\^ £? • ' : 



WASHINGTON _ The 
Federal Bureau of Jnvestiga- 
Jion mailed what some agents 
cons.dered an "unsavoi?-' 
lape recording made from an 
electronic room buggme 

irighten her husband, the 
Kev. Dr. Martin Luiher'Kinc 
Jr..intoha]tinghiscritlcismDf ' 
the bureau, according to a for- 
mer high official of the agency . 

"r3*''"e of 'He recording 
toMrs. King was part of nearly 



a decade of •'harassment" of 
the late civil rights Jeader by 
the bureau, several former 
agents and officials say. One 
reti red agent. Arthur Murtaeh 
W who was attached to the 
t-ms Atlanta field office, said 
the moves against King were 
second in size "only to the way 
- they went afterJimmy Hoffa." 

Vet. there was never a 
criminal prosecution of Kine 
and the former FBI men say 
that there was a "dubious" 
naiitjnal security rationale for 



what they said were thousands 
of hours of electronic and 
physical surveillance. The 
sources believe that the alleg- 
ed harassment of King should 
be investigated by the con- 
gressional committees on In- 
telligence. 

The sending to a private 
Citizen of a upe recording ob- - 
tamed by a national security 
electronic surveillance is a 
violation of FBI regulations 

Omtinii£dm Paget, CoL I 
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Misuse of King Tape Alleged 



New York Timi Scvn Scnricv 

The FBI maiijed what 
some agents considered an 
"unsavory" tape recording 
made from an electronic 
room bug to Corctta King to 
"frighten" her husband, the 
-Rev. Dr,_Jiianj.n_ Luther 

.5H)B,JLi '"'^0 haUing his 
criticism of the bureau, ac- 
cording to a former high 
official of the agency. 

Th« milling of the tape to 
Mrs. King was part of near- 
ly a Aecade of "harass- 
mentr of the late civil 
rights leader by the bureau, 
severbl former agents and 
officials say. One retired 



agent, Arthur Murtagh, 
who was attached to the 
FBI's Atlanta Field Office, 

said the moves against King 
were second in size "only to 
the way they went alter 
Jimmy Hoffa." 

YET THERTi was never a 
criming] prosecution of 
King and, these former FBI 
men say, there was a "dubi- 
ous" national security 
rationale for what they said 
were thousands of hours of 
electronic and physical sur* 
v^illance. These sources be- 
litve that the alleged har- 
assment of King should be 



investigated by the congres- 
sional committees on 
intelligence. Several have 
written to the Senate select 
committee on intelligence. 

The sending to a private 
citizen of a tape recording 
obtained by a national se- 
curity electronic surveil- 
lance is a violation of FBI 
regulations and was a 
potential violation of the 
Federal Communications 
Act and the federal crimi- 
nal code. 

A SPOKESMAN for ' 
bureau said it has "no > 
ment" oa the alleged 
assment of King. 

Sources said the late FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover 
believed the sending of the 
tape to Mrs. King would 
stop King's criticism of the 
bureau and break up bis 
marriage as well. 

Mrs. King said in a tele- 
phone interview that she re- 
called receiving a tape 
recording in January 1965. 

"I received a tape that 
was rather curious, unla- 
beled," she said. "As a mat- 
ter of fact, Martin and I lis- 
tened to the tape and we 
found much of it tmintelligi- 
ble. We concluded there 
was nothing in the tape to 
discredit him." 

Mrs. King said that she 
and her husband immedi- 
ately realized that the ta )e 
had been made covertly a id 
'presumed" it had been 
leFBI. 
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Kirtzenbach 



By Orr Kelly 

Former Atty- Gen. Nicho- 
las deB. Katzenbach ssurs 
I he once ordered the FBI to 
stop playing a tape record- 
ing involving the personal 
life p^he Rev. Martin Lu- 
then^Kina for newsmen, 
[even though the bureau 
fdenied ^he acriy ity at the 
time. 

Katzenbach said in a tele- 
phone interview yesterday 
that the incident occurred 
in about December 1964. 

He said he heard that a 
tape derogatory to King had 
been played for several 
t newsmen and asked FBI 
officials about it. 

"THEY WSSffi3S»rr," he 
said. 

But two newsmen later 
assured him. he said, that 
they had been invited to lis- 
ten to^tbe tape and bad done 
so. 

"But when I said, 'Okay, 
let's go confront them,* they 
reused to let me use their 
names. That left me in the 
lurch," Katzenbach said. ^ 
- WhUe he was thus barred 
I, from acting against FBI 
e£fi::--. J^e saids he erder- 
ed them' to stop 'dssag^?*^ 
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they denied d oing. >And . he 
s' &ia, ' hB"^ bdieves the prac^ 
tice was stopped. 

"They were doing it in 
that press office — although 
they didn't call it that — ' 
across from the director's 
office. I said it was outra- 
geous and I wanted if stop- 
ped;" he said. ' - < 

KATZiSNESCfi SAID he 
believed Hoover had a 
"vendetta" against King 
and that playing the record- 
ing for newsmen was part 
of an effort to discredit the 
civil rights leader. ' ' 

The former attorney 
general said he also had 
heard that a memo concern- 
ing King had been circulat- 
ed but ^at.he„ had never . 

, seen it. He said a great 
volume of information sent 
to his office each day by the 

I FBI was screened by his 

' staff and that they knew he 
did not want, any "lurid 

:• reading.*^ v;,;' ,. 

But Harold Reis , now a. . 
Washington attorney who 

was then executive assist- - 
ant to the attorney general^ 
said he could recall no., 
information from the FBI of^- 
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was not part of a particular. 
lnaf£stiss£Mn. 

; "I never did see any stuff 
sent along just for purposes 
of voyeurism," he said. t, 

Katzenbach said he re- 
called only one sticb. report. 

"This memo said a con- 
gressman — I forget his 
name - ghauu cen seen leav- 
ing a motel with , a good 
looking girl. I was later told 
it was bis daughter,*' be 

said. -.-!- , . " ;^,;-.r -.V 

Katzenbach is now an 
executive at IBM in River- 



The Waehington Post 

Washington Star-News ^^^<J 

Daily News (New York) 

The New York Times 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

The l«os Angeles Times 



i9?te(^N23 1975 






BY RBI VERlfe 



£x-Agent Told v4tergate 
Panel That Checl( in '64 
Was Done fiK* JohnSQA 



by the Johnson White House, 
according to the article, antf4*- 



BpMitl tanttNtwYotdlme* ) 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 — 
Senator Howard H. Baker Jr. 
iaid today that the Senate 

Watergate comniitteo had ob- 
tained evidence that the Fed- 
used electTMiic listening de- 
vices ag^fi«gttie Rev. Dr. Jfeis^ 
tin tut^i;;ffiag;.Jr, during th*; 
l9?fTDemocratic National Con- 
vention. I 

Appearing on the ABC tele-i 
vision program "Issues and 
Answers," the Tennessee Re-i 
publican said he had "sat in"! 
on an interview between 
Watergate Committee investi- 
gators and Leo T. Clark, tor-' 
mer ageot in charge of the 
Atlantic City r.B.1. fieJd of- 
fid^ in which Mi. Gstk said 
tin electronic surveillance of 
Dr. King had been coitdiu;ted 
for Preiiident Johnson. 

Sources on the now defuncf 
Watergate committee said that 
Mr. Clark disclosed that the 
electronic survailance of Dr. 
King had picked up Represent- 
atives, Senators and Robert F. 
Kennedy, then Attorney Gene- 
ral, in their private conversa- 
tions Msith the civil ^rights 
ieadef. 

In 1972 Campaign 
Kff. Baker said the content 
of the interview with Mr. Clark 
had not been made a part of 
flie final Wateigate report be- 
cause "it was not involved in 
the '72 Presidential campaign." 

Two former counsels on t^e 
Watergate committee sai d,^ a 
memorandum on the Clark ini- 
terview had been turned over, 
lo a Congressional commi'ltee. 
A spokesman, for the F.B.I, said 
the bureau's current director. 
Clarence M. Kelley, expected to 
be questioned on the incident 
during Congressional hearings 
this week, "! 

The Washington Post report- 
ed the CJark interview today. 
According to its. account, Car- 
tha D. DeLoach, then assistant 
to y Edgar Hoover, directtsr of 
thjTF.B.I., set up a special team 
Of agents to conduct "technical 
/irveillance" (F.B.I. Jargon for 
wiretappiag and bu; " " 
physical atliMlal 
v ention. . 



purpose was to gather > 
intelltgejioe on potential vio-' 
lenre or disruptions, Mr. Clark I 
told the Senate investigators.! 
Azranged for Rooms ! 
The Post gave these addi-. 
tional details: " ' 

Mr. Ciark said be had sr- 
ranged with the management 
fit Atlantic City's Ciaridge Ho- 
tel to have Dr. King and his 
party stay nv rooms 1901, ^902 
and 1923. 

He said he stayed In a room 
a floor below those held by 
Dr. King. He said the room vras 
used to monitor transmissions 
of wiretaps and bugs from Dr. 
King's quart<:rs and from 2414 
Atlantic Avenue, a storefront 
used by the Congress of Racial 
Equa lity and o&er civil ri|^ 
groups-!.' 

The conversations were nwjn- 
itored Ysf F.B.I. agents and also 
tape recorded. The tape record- 
ings were . telephoned to Mr. 
DeLoach and other agents at a 
Special control center. Mr. Clark 
said information pertinent to 
the security responsibilities of 
Che Secret Service and the local 
police were passed onto thoSe 
agencies. 

"Claric recalls overhearing 
DeLoach speaking on the tele- 
phone to President Johnson and 
to Director Hoover, giving them 
summary information from the 
technical surveaHance," the 
Watergate committee memor- 
andum said. X 

Denied Talking to Johnson 

Mr. DeLoach denied undet 
oath In a 1973 Watergate t^ora-^ 
nittee interview that he had a 
direct Ibie to President Johnson 
<r spoke to him during the 
xnsvention. Mr. DeLoach was 
lot available for comment 
today. 

In a DeLoach conversation 
Tith the President," the Water 
pte committee memorandum 
ontinued, according to tlie 
hst, "Clark heard mention of 
<scussions concerning the 
tating of delegates or delega- 
i»s," of Vice-Presidential can- 
bdate possibilities, and the 
Identities of Congressmcs-asd 



Senators going in «Qd out of 
jUnc's auarters." 



Mr. Clark, who retired from 
-i»f.B.I. in 1965 after 22 years 
(f service had left hi S Nuw 
lerse yhome for a Florida vaca- 
tion and was not available for 
comment. 

Senator Baker suggested that 
the newly-created Senate Se- 
lect Committee on the Intelli 
gencc Commumty might sub 
poena documents from Presi- 
dent Johnson's memorial library 
in an effort to set the record 
straight. He also did not rule 
jnut the Issuing of asubpoena to 
former President Richarji M 
Nixon for other testimonji. 
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"To Mrs. Coreffa King. 



Ex-FBI Man Bares: 
Illegal Tape Case 



IC) \m, N.V. Timei N«wi Scrvict 

' WASHINGTON - The FBI' 
mailed what some agents con- 
sidered an "unsavory" tape 
recording made from an elec- 
tronic room bug to Corelta 
King to "frighten'lJier hus-- 
oand, Mar tin LuthfrKirR Jr. . 
into hallimglJis cTiticism of 
the bureau, according lo a for- 
mer high official oi" the agen- , 
cy. — ■—^ , 

The sending lo a private 
citizen of a tape recording ob* 
tained . by - National Security 
electronic surveillance is a 
1 violatioB of. the FBI regula- 
tions and was ' a ' potential 
violation of the Federal Com- 
munications Act and the - 
1. Federal Criminal Code. 
C The former FBI official who 
brought the matter to the 
attention of The New York 
Times asked to remain anony- 
mous in the expectation that 
he might be called lo testify in 
investieat ijn? of the bureau. 
Sent Secretly 
He said that in late 1964. 
after King had criticized the 
I FBI for having assigned 
agents with Southern back- 
grounds to handle Civil Rights 
I cases, the late director, J. 
I Edgar Hoover, ordered '•y/il- 
liam Sullivan, then in charge 
of the bureau's counterintelli- 
gence operations, to arrange 
to send a . copy of a tape 
recordins secretly to Mr*. 
King In such' a manner that it 
Lcould not be traced to the FBI. 
* Another source, attached to 
the bureau at that time, said 
that he believed the recording 
was of a party held by King 
and officials of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer- 
ence, which Dr. King headed, 
in the Willard Hotel in Wash-' 
ington in the fall of 1963. The 
1^ source said the party had been 
Y picked up by an FBI bug in 
the room and put on tape. 
King, Wife Listened 
Bureau officials, according 
to the sources, felt at the lime 
that the content of the tape 
was detrimental to King and 
some of his associates because 
it recounted activities at the 
party they thought did not 
conform with. the Rights lead- 
er's position as a religious 
leader. 



tape to Mrs. King would Slop 
King's criticism of the bureau 
and break uj>'his marriage as 
well. •> < — '■ f ' ; 

Mrs. King said in a tele- 
phone interview that she re- 
called receiving a . tape in 
January, 1965.- < 

"1 received a tape that was 
rather curious, unlabeled." 
she said. "As a matter of fact,^ 
Martin and I listened t<>. the. 
tape and we found much'tif it ' 
uniniellie>ble. We concluded . 
there was nothing in the tape'.' 
10 discredit him." ' ' 




The source said that Hoover 
felieved the sending _o f . the 
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rJOYERS 3-3 
EY SYLVIA tI0R£2^;0 

ALSTIM, TEt. (UPI) — FORJiER PRESI^^IT LYNDON B, JOHNSON JUSTI* i 
AN FBI INVESTIGATION OF r'ARJIN LUTHEgh ^Na JP ... EISAUr.E HE FEARED TH 
CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER HAD EEn^ D U l-lx BY C OtlFibW 1 ST GROUPS, EX-i.^'HITE 
HOUSE AIDE EILL MOVERS SAID SATURDAY, 

"THE IWESTIGATION OF KING WAS A LEGITIMATE CONCERN, PERHAPS 
CARRIED TOO FAR. BUT NONTHELESS, LEGITI t:ATE, " tiOYERS SAID, AN FBI 
INVESTIGATION Pl^OVED THE ALLEGATION OF COWRWIST INVOLvENaJT FALSE, 
THE FORMJJJ JOHNSON AIDE SAID. 

CONCERN VITH FEI AND CIA DOMESTIC INVESTIGATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS* 
:iOYa?3 SAID, IJA3 "THE RESULT OF A GOOD INTEJITION CARRIED TOO FAR, N 
THE RESULT OF A CAHPAIGJi BY THE tCHITE HOUSE TO INTItilMTE ANYONE," 

"IT IS NOT POJER THAT CORRUPIS, EUT SECRECY THAT CORRUPTS," ^iOVE 
SAID. -X, . . » ^ ' 

NOYERS, mo HOSTS THE THREE-TIME ENtlY A''/ARD ^v'lNNING PROGRAN, "LI 
tlOYERS JOURNAL: INTERNATIONAL REPORT," '^AS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TE; 
TO RE.JEIVE THE SECOND A.NNUAL DE'-ilTT C. RECDICK A'JARD FOR OUTSTANDI! 
ACHIEVEtiENT IN CONHUNICATI ON . 

HE SAID HIS REvEia INTERVIE'-J 'aTH SECRETARY OF STATE HEWRY 
KISSINGER 'IAS CRITICIZED BY FELLO^/ JOURNAUSTS FOR ITS LACK OF TObi 
QUESTIONING. 

"I ''JASN'T ADVERSARY ETJOUGH , I DIDN'T AIM FOR THE JUGULAR. I >IAS 
EAD THAT DAY," liOYERS SAID, "/d^ -J9 ^ 

SPEAKING OF THE FLO j OF INFORMATION DURING J0HNs6ps RESIDENCY, 
tlOYERS SAID, "WE ERRED TOO ^a;CH IN THE DIRECTION OF OPE^^NESS. THl 
TRUTH IS LVfiDON JOHNSON COULDN'T KEEP A SECRET ~ H E COU LDN 'T EVH: 
KEEP HIS S:AR a SECRCT," f-WKECORDFT^ 
DUPLICATE TO B-','IRE POINTS ^"^^^' ^ 

UPI C3-C8 07:04 FED MflR 27 1975 
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Convention 

M , • , -S- By Bonald Kessler 

" ' ■WMl»linUinPMtBv»tt'W«lwr 

President Johnson "during the 1964 Democratic 'Na- 
tional Convention received reports on the conversations 
or activities of senators and congressmen, on then Attor- 
ney General Robert F. Kennedy, and on key convention 
It delegates from wiretaps and bugs installed by the FBI 



I 



on Q;vil rights leaders, a Senate Watergate 

memo says. 

' The memo, summarizing a 
1973 interview with Leo T. 
Clark, then in charge of the 
iFBrt Atlantic City, N.J., of- 
fice, quotes Clark as saying 
the information was reported 
to Johnson from bugs and 
wiretaps installed in the hotel 
pntte of I>nM&tiin_XuiiJ«r 
^ mig Jr. anSTnasforefront 
ixsSTTT civil rights groups. 

Civii righU was ft key politi- 
cal issue during the Atlantic 
City convention. 

In the Watergate committee 
interview, Clark, a 22-year vet^ 
l,eran of the FBI. said elec- 
tronic and physical surveil- 
lances were carried out by a 
{special FBI team ordered by 
the Johnson White House. 
The team, he said, was un 



der the personal <lirection of 
Cartha D. DeLoach, assisUnt 

J to then FBI pirector J. Edgar 
Hoover. 

. The stated purpose of the 
operation, Clark said, was to 
gather intelligence on poten- 
tial violence or disruptions. 

But Clark, who acknowl- 
edged playing a key role in 
the surveillance activities, said 
Delx>ach told him to avoid dis- 
cussing the operation with the 
Secret Service, whioh has re- 
sponsibility for protecting the 
• President, or with^ th§ FBI'S 
Newark officci which would 
.normally coordinate _ security 
^ the foovention. • 
K'^5(uts£4i|jjp said, most of Vm' r\ 
information obtained . vf s U 
it^y^^d to Presid ent Joli.^ - 



son over a telcphon*Jla£-S^ 
cl&TTtrisiailed to bypass the 
White House switchboard. 
■ Clark said the Information 
included Kennedy's acUvlUes, 
identities of senators and con- 
gressmen visiting King 8 hotel 
suite, idenUtles of person* 
seeking support of civil rights 
leaders, plans of delegates or 
delegations, and speculation 
>*n'^ice presidential nominees. 
' At one point, Clark said, he 
asked DeLoach if the Attorney 
General had authorized the 
taps and bug*. He said De- 
Loach replied : that Kennedy 
had not been informed of 
them. But he said DeLoach in* 
dicated Johnson mi aware < tf 




At the time, bugging t>y the 
I FBI was illegal, and intercep- 
Uon and dlvulgence of tele-, 
sphone communications by thp 
I FBI was a criminal offense. - -i 
, The authenticity of the 
Clark memo, which cites room 
numbers o£ suites bugged and 
the source of funds for part of 
the operation, was verified by 
a number of persons who ei- 
ther received it or were pres- 
ent when Ostk wm later- 
viewed. ' ' ' 
* The memo indicates Clark 
appeared in response to a sub-, 
It did Mt ^ccnSiH^ 
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d gr oath._ It indicate s tba* he 
reviewea "the summary of his 
intervicnv before it was typed 
in memo form. ^k"*****. 

Clark, who retti-ed from the 
I FBI in 1963 ancQlatcr headed 
his own privateiinvcstigation 
firm, was traveling by car on a 
vacation and <i>uld . not he 
reached for commeat^,. 
, Asked why the memo had 
not come out in Senate Water- 
gate tommitlee hearings, a 
committee source said previ- 
ous presidential campaipns 
were not considered to <omc 
witWn the committee's legisla- 
tive nvandale of campaign ac- 
tivities in 1972. 

DeLoach, informed throuiiyi 
a secretary of ttie natural of a 
reporter's inquiry, did not re- 
turn telephone calls. 

DeLoach denied under oath 
in a 1973 Senate Watergate 
committee interview that he 
had. a direct line to Johnson or 
spoke with him during the 
convention. 

A summary of his intcriiow 
shows DeLoach saiii one sur- 
veillance was conducted as 
part of a continuing installa- 
tion on a person helieved to he I 
under the , influence of the' 
Communist Parly. 

The continuing surveillance , 
had been approved by Ken-i 
nedy. although DeLoach did 
not remember seeing any 
written authoriiation, he said. 
Johnson was not aware of this, 
surveillance, he added. 
I The FBI's activity at the 
convention was for the pur-, 
pose of keeping abreast of , 
"any political violence," Dc<' 
Loach said. If any political in-< 
telligence was reported to th^ , 
White House, he added, it was 
only incidental to reports on 
possible violence. «^ — ^-s — *' ' 

• SeLOJull said he might bave 
instructed agents to work un- 
.dercover in Democratic fac- 
tions. But he denied telling 
agents the operation was se- 
cret. 

Another participant in the 
operation saids he could not 
deny that tlie purpose of the 
operation was political. He 
, said each ajient micht have a 
. different view of how much of 
the intelligence ealhcred was 
'political ^nd bow much re- 
lated to security, 
i "It's probably a^m^tter of 
' proportions, and different peo- 
'pls would come out with diL-i 
; ^erent percentages,'' Tiesaid. 
I The participant said he did 
not want to discuss details of 
ration becaH'"' *hf- 




quired to testify during inves- 
tigations that would ensue 
once the operation was pub- 
licly disclosed, 

Although not a participant,, 

I another FBI source said he: 

• was told by an agent who par-, 
ticipated that prevention of vi-; 
olence was the operation's 
cover. ' ■■ 

"The purpose was to serve 
President Johnson's poliUcal 
interests," he said. "They pick- : 
ed Tip any information that 
concerned Kennedy, and what 
he was up to and Whom he 
was trying to line up support 
for," the source said. 

«. Asked for comment. FBI. 

r spokesman James Murphy did 
not address himself to the- 
question of whether the pur- 
pose of the operation was pol- 
itical or whether it included 
installation of wiretaps and 
bugs.' 

Instead, he said: "As a te- 
sult of a request from the 
\ White House, the FBI did co-. 
ordinate the development o(; 
intelligence information con- 
cerning the plans o.f subver- 
sive, criminal, and hoodlum 
groups attempting to disrupt 
the Democratic National Con- 
vention at Atlantic City, N.J., 
in 1964." 

The information was gatli- 
cred by FBI informants and 
sources and was subsequently 
furnisheid to the White House 
and its jippresentatives in At- 
-'lantic City on a continuing ba- 
sis, he said.- Pertinent data 
were also given to the Secret 
Service and police authorities, 
he said. i 

"In addition to the coverage 
afforded the 1964 Democratic' 
f convention, the FBI afforded [ 
Similar coverage to both the 
Democratic and Republican 
conventions in subsequent 
PresldenUil election years 
19 6B aod W 2," M uTPhv-saLd . 

-^ItliouRh Presid^ntiLiaw- 
Suii' -rii -^964 wasi assured of 
nomination for his first full 
term os President he was wor- 
ried about a possible move- 
ment to draft Robert Kennedy 
to be his running-mate and 
about a challenge by a pri- 
marily black delegation to the 
white, Mississippi delegation. 
A connict could have mar- 
<^ red Democratic, unity or pro^ 



d cnmngtraU ons "c guld . h^y e 



t 



I yoked 



» - 



ing by civil rights 
jthough the civil 
Toent at the time 
red to Ki rig's doc ^ 
nviolenu t!. ' .t.uai 



i been poliricaliy embarrassing. 

j. As it turned cut, the eon- 
1 fiicts were resolved quietl„ 
I and commentators at the lime 
remarked on the perfect con- 
trol Johnson appeared to have 
on convention activities from 
the.white House, ' r. 

"The interesting question is 
why he had such complete 
control," columnist . Walter 
Lippman wrote at the conclu- 
sion of the convention in late 
August. 

"Quite evidently," Lippman 
wrote of Johnson, 'he is . a 
great polfitcian, but what is 
the secret of his greatness as 
a politician?" . i 

In early August, Clark said, 
he began to work with the Se- 
cret Service and local police 
to insure that the convention 
later that month would bei 
peaceful. ..^ ...^ 

■ Three days before the' con-j 
vention opened on Augo24; he 
was told by DeLoach in a tele- 
phone* call that the Whit© 
House wanted special assists 
ance, Clark said. 

This assistance would be in- 
dependent -of the Secret Serv- 
ice and should, not be dis- 
cussed witji it or otherwise 
publicized, Clark ' quoted ; Be- 
Loach as saying. .• : ' . 

"Trouble was expected from. 
I the Mississippi' and Alabama 
I delegations," he said..* ' . i. - 
"One of. the objectives of 
I I the FBI woi^ld be to infiltrate^ 
' dis.sident factions and , keep^ 
I Walter JenUns advised $\ At- 
Jantie City, the Interest behng" 
to preclude 'disorders," Clarkj 
said. ■ ■' ■.' V ' '■■'■'J 
I An FBI agent was later as-j 
signed to accompany Jenkins,] 
a White House aide,' with a' 
walkie-talkie, Clark added. 

In a recent telephone inter- 
view, Jenkins, who was execu*, 
tive assistant to Johnson, said 
L ba ?n s a knowlcdc^ -it my: 

I F aT Mirvtu fianpfe »<j^t«atoB 

hiis conventios sad could not 
recall having any contact witb' 
theFBL <, ; ■ -K^ ' : 
Another key Johnson aide at 
the convention, -W. Itend^ 
Watson, did not rctur^ tele- 
phone calls last weeq after 
one of his assistants '\^s..ia-' 
formed of the natur^ ^^-S^^ 
qulry. - ■ 'S ■• ■■,'^'"t •; 

Clark said he was tora by.: 
DeLoach to set up a '<;S»t);4te 
center where infomiants couldj 
report. Individuals of ^articu- ! 
lar interest Included civil 
rights activists such as, Fanm e ^ 
liuu;K «n i g tr . Clark s di u!!iltf W a6| 



t 



told jtym^Wa^in'ii fBff' 




said recently 
Miss., that she 
she was being 
ig the conven- 



ms. ^a 
from Rule 
was not awi 
watched d 
Ition. 

But she saiaHriM- and other! 
Freedom Democratic Party 
I members of the Mississippi 
that was challenging the white 
delegaUon felt pressure from 
many sides to back down on 
their demands; 

"People were saying things, 
and then chickening out, and 
wfMjidg't know why, '_^he said . 

■Said he es tablished a' 
control center on the second 
floor of the old -Post Office 
buiidinR. The first floor was 
occupied by the FBI resident 
agent, for AUaatic City, he 
said. 

He established a special tel- 
ephone number in DeLoach's 
Control center office to take 
calls from informants, he said, 
On instructions from De- 
Loach, Clark said, he deter- 
mined where King and James 
L.' Farmer, then national di- 
rector of the Congress of Ra-, 
cial Equality (CORE) would be 
staying. " ' , 
Clark said he was also told I 
to check the whereabouts of 
other civil rights leaders with 
:surveillances in mind, 
r He said he determined that 
jti^ngjwouid Btay a t tliii'^ Ott i; 
fiu(;e ff o tel. DeLoach in- 
structed him to survey Ihe 
building to determine the fea- 
sibility of installing a wiretap 
'and microphone (bug) surveil- 
lance, he said. 

' Clark arranged with the ho- 
tel management to have King 
stay in Uooms 1901, 1902, and 
1923, he said. The hotel man- 
■agement gave keys to the 
I rooms to- two FBI technical 
> ^men fram Newark, and they 
turveyed the rooms, he said. 
\ Chirk tuld ho re.tervoU 
'poom 1821. a floor below 
Jtlng's suite, for himself. Mler 
I DeLoach and other FBI offi- 
cials arrived from Washington 
on Aug. 23, Clark said, the 
room was used to monitor con- 
versations I n a n g's rooms as 
well as those beamed from a 
.tap and bug installed at 2414 
.Atlantic Ave., a storefront 
'Vts^UrhK, CORE , and 6ther 
croups. ■ '•' . ' J; ..^ W.L.- " 



\ 



^Cl2<^^d not say whethei\, a 
break-in was neces&ry tout 
stall the microphone surveil- 
lance at the Atlantic Avenue 

address. 

Surveillances from the 
storefront were monitored by 
agents John J. -Cramer and 
Billy D. Williams, be said. 
Those from King's rooms were 
listened to by agents John P. 
Devlin and John J. Connolly, 
he added. 

'The FBI declined to allow a 
reporter to talk with these or 
other agents named by Clark. 
' Conversations were tape 
recorded and telephoned to 
DeLoach and agents Harold P. 
(Bud) Leinbaugh, and Donald 
G. Banning In the conUrql ^ n- 

I T&cy. i n turn, di cta tcii -aK 
mos based on the Informatioi 
to stenographers.^e said. 

Leinbaugh and Banning 
both retired, declined to em-' 
ment, ■ " 

Information that related to 
Secret Service or police re- 
sponstblties were relayed to 
the appropriate agency by 
Clark, he said. 

♦"Clark recalls overhearingj 
DeLoach speaking on the tele-j 
thone to President Johnson 
and to Director Hoover, giving 
tb<;_m Nummary information 
from the technical surveil- 
lance," the Watergate comnUt-j 
tee memo says. • ! 

"In a DeLoach conversation 
with the President, Clark 
heard mention of discussions 
concerning the seating of del^ 
gates or delegations, of vice 
presidential candidate possi- 
bilities, and the Identities of 
congressmen and senators go 
ing in and out of King's quar'^ 
ters," the memo says. - 

"Robert Kennedy's activities 
were of special interest, in- 
rludinu bit contacts with 
Ktna. There was particular In- 
(<-i-ritl in learnhttt who Wni 
seeking t))e su[>port of Iho 
black lenders and the maneu- 
vering of the black factions 
with regard to the seating of 
the Mississippi delegations," 
the memo says. . . ; 

In addition to bugs, wire- 
taps, and ' undercover Infor^ 
mants, the FBI monitored the 
two-wayradio communications 
of groups udng the AttanUc 
Al feggjRbrefwn t ?55Clga^- 
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agents posing as reporters, 
I clark.gaig .' ■ ' ^ 
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' CARTHA D. DeLOACH 
f . Iiettd ot '«4 apodal 
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. f^X'^Cxn yw find out why ihejue ], Edgar Hop veri 

: because King en/oyed a free-whee/mg sex fife, ancf ^ 
' iHoover had none? Was it because Hoover was white,": 
■ (and King was blacki Why did Hoover wiretap Kirtg ' 
so consistenUy ind leak evidence of Kings sex life , 
to ihepressf'—N.L, Macon, Ca. ' ' 

A.lln 1962 and 1963 Dr. King criticized the FBI forj 
dragging its feet in civil rights cases. Enraged by the ; 
^criticism of his bureaucratic child, the FBI, and ; 
fsuspicious of King's associates. Hoover had the civil : 
, rights leader tailed and wiretapped throughout the 
country. A man of strong sexual appetites. King was 
' an easy mark for electronic surveillance. When Dr. i 
' king won the Nobel Peace Prize, Hoover was further , 
enraged, sought to undermine the achievement by, 
. highlighting King's marital infidelity. Arthur MurtagK, ' 
SI, of Constable, N.Y., a lawyer who retired from the j 
: 'FBI after 21 years ^f service^ 11 of which he spent In^ 
i Atlanta, King's hometown, is writing a i)ook_wJt >ich . 
' /d &ih' hV plrt with the battle of Hoover versus King. 

Q. Would you 6oy a used car from AltorqgvCgngra// 
lf///ot Richardson? — D. Evans, Cambridge, Mass. : i 
. A, Yes, anytime — especially if his wife," one of xheS 
. loveliest women in the nation, held joint title to it. T 
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))ire(l agent 
les eflort 

} hurt Kin 




There was a veritaWfi 
spiderweb of eavesdrop- 
pers, the former agent said. 
It was not unusual for At- 
lanta to monitor a call then 
learn another post had 
lieard the other end of . the. 

talk. -. . , . ^ . 

• * .« - - 

■ The Albany Movement 
was the beginning .of the 
proWem,' the retired agent 

believed. • 

While he could not sub-' 
stantiate this, he said be 
was convinced Hoover de-' 
termined. to silence King- 
after he-.crlticized -FBI fail- 



1^ 



CONSTABLE, vN.y.- — 
roding white supPPrt for 
'r. Martin Luther4ting J r. . 

ds the i'iii's main oO]«e> I ure :* to. '.probe .complaiiits'i 
ve, says the former afent -l. ?win«!t ,law; officers, in the 
■ hose group bugged him. ■ ( Ceor*!* town between 1561 
In the 19C0S, Arthur Mur- . t an-i 1<1K5. ' . . "' * U;,;- .T'r^: 
4 gh' belonged to the? At- . I Civil nghts'leaders' made 



inla FBI unit which ;tap- 
Dr. icing's phones, 
rhe kind of thinking at the^ 
lureau gives'me a pit in 
le, botton of my stomach.' 
e said. * 
"A public servant should 
■e governej by the same 
(iftcepts of democracy 'and 
lue process you find in the 
ourts, declared Murtagh, 
ow retired and practicing 
aW here, v 

I n an interview with 
A'zllace Turner of the New 
1 ork Times, Marlagh s?\i 
FBI officials tried to dis- 
suade Atlanta community 
oaders Irom attending a 
banquet honoring Dr. King 
after he won the 1964 Nobel 
peace prizp. • •>■ • • 

D r . King headed - the 
."^uthern Christian Lead- 
c;ship Conference. 

Murtagh said his security 
so uad tapped Kind's SCLC 
orfice and home phones for 
at least .<t&ree ^years.'./ani] 
that more . than ,5.000 'calls 
were recorded. That was 
from ]9S?i to 1965 nod ther« 
were indication!: Jt conlin* 
ued until the 196$ assassi* 
nation^ji;-;^; /^:;<L <--;r.- £ 

Aflf>T'''»^ie;, 1968 as.iasMna. 
tion of Sen. Robert F. Ken. 
nedv. it wns rcvfalcd that 
he had authorl7pd the stir- 
veili?nce in ISfi'^ on .the 
'^Vadin' of FBI Director J. 
F.dgar Hnover that subver- 
sives mittht try to use'^h© 
civfl rights roovemcDt j 
Reference was also niade 
to the tap at the 1969 
of Muhammad AU on draft 
evasion charges. :The'-bu- 
«au has yet to divulge an/ 
\tbe information gathered^ 
[\ Dixie officials appar-;. 
V had access to some ofc 



these charsef when the bug 
wa« -evea'cd. ■<...■., - ^ 
"The surveillance was^ 
masslvft and, complete.". 
Murtagh said. "He couldn't 
wi''<'!e. They had him." 

He said he once chaK 
lenaed the a<><>at conducting 
the sitrvmUance to say- 
'o'hef'ter it was sbowmsf' 
' Kine's involvement with '. 
subversives, the justifica-' 
tif" tor thp tap. v - ; ■ 
He quoted the agent' as ^ 



I.. 



x'v.-;, "I would try tc 
"o'll-'ci-s there \k-^:. 



b.il.1 v.oulda't try to tell it 
to vou.",. 

j^.-c-vious accounts o; ihe, ' 
tr.;) ir.dicatEid that only Dr. . 
Kinij's pUoncs sndMhal" in 
i:., ' oUkc of tlV2 suspDCt 
5i.'':-ver:>:vc in is'cw \S>rk 
V. ;:'.■(• Willi. ij<Jv)Vfr':- r.: ';u- 
n-.cnt that this r.;r.r; -.v-:."; 
tryi.is to misuse Dr. 'i^ng 
cati.-icd Ilobcrt Kennedy to 
apr-r«ive the tap. 

."i'dcphoncs ail o\'': '.he 
Vnitcd States we^c tripped. 
JJiirtash scid. V.'n.'^iiin.iiton 
sciuccs confirmed' that FBI 
surv'cillanac follov/cd Kin* 
whon he left Atlanta mi 
th.^t. his hotel phones witc 

tapp^il. 

.Mtcr Dr. King won the 
Kobcl rri/.c. Mur'.^if.li 
clr:;r.c.l the KKI tnuic a 
w c.;; -orchc s trr.led aUc pi 
to undermine the 
sequent banq5;rt. 

An r.£cnt and WasL-i': Ic. 
oriicial visited tv;o r' ji . 
r,un and the late pi 
X.IcGill, editor of the M- 
lanta Constitution, tryiu* to 
Twrsusde tbcm' not to at- 
tend, . i 

- *■ * 



• • »• 

Tivi no:d dav another 

i2,'-cnt told Murtagh. "I 
«ue$s McGill v.'iil be taking 
cf.Vo of a:iic." ^n' the ctU- 
tor !Ti?.dc no attack. 

Circur'-^- -jc? 7naf> it 
impnssifalc corrob'.'-nt3 
thci^stOrv, Eur;cnr ?rt- 
t c r s p n , f 'orn'.^^r Con- 
stitution ciilor. rec^ilcJ a 
parallel. 

H c said .'>?;Gr'.ts once 
asked him whether, in view 
of tlic paper's' support for 
Dr. Kin::, he should reptrt 
"the k'nd ef man" he v. a'. 

Tney c' rived Kins; '-v?,s 
holdinj 5':.ct:f. rcwicrvcus 
with women. 

Pattcr.'jon srid >2 Xrlff ^'rc 
agents he didr.'t run "a 
k c y h 0 1 e-pecking rcws- 
papcr." 

j'uriag^i did nci partici- 
pate in the King $y^^•cil- 
lance except on one ocra- 
sion. when ht^ mrnriCu ths 
Ji.^tcnin' post in s.n crr.fr- 
gccy. 



> ' * I don't rrnl! ' 
why.'' he said. "I -i;?'' 
because you v.icc • 
und you 2ct to b-i'r.-- 
too maninioth rnd '■■■ 
no'hiR^ YOU can do.*' 

The agent sstd th? 
r c a u atmosphere helped 
produce lbs climstc ti:at 
made Watergate pcssibie, 
but the .""ir conditioner n'jst 
have been set a lon3 time 
ago. 

In 1W9' FBI sjcnts told 
Aljer Hiss's attcmcy t'licy 
had three file drjiwcrs 

J fillrd T;ith his taped convcr- 

' satlons. 

• * tr 

^ They told him that quit© 
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liv thev spied on Dr. Kine 

THE SURFACING OF ALL MANNER of decay as a 
result of Watergate has brought up new fact&^bout the 
espionage of which the late Dr. Martin Lutjier King was a 
victim. . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation surveillance of Dr. 
King was initiated by the late, unspeakable J. Edgar Hoov- 
er. The FBI sought to gag Dr. King s denunciation of the 
FBI's affinity with the Albany. Georgia, policemen who 
had violated she civil rights of Blacks in I961-196-3. 

The espionage against Dr. King was part of the of- 
fensive against the Black 4iberation. peace, and tabor move- 
ments. 

Incitement of murder has been part of it. as witness 
the current disclosures of the role played by an FBI pro- 
vocateur in the d>Tiamiting attributed to the Weathermen 
organization in 1969-1970. 

The federal institutions that persecuted Dr. King are 
the ones which, as Watergate is revealing, made the Viet- 
nam Veterans Against the War one of its targets. 

Copperating in these filthy operations have been the ■ 
undercover agencies of city governments. Thus. John . 
Caulfield. who allegedly passed the offer, of Presidential , 
clemency for James McCord, Watergate operative, was' 
trained for a decade as a member of* the, New York City 
Police Department's Bureait^f^pecialServices. 

The FBI operation against Dr. King was directed by I 
J. Edgar Hoover. More important for assessing its signi- | 
ficance is that it was approved by the late Robert Kennedy. , 
as .Attorney General of the United States. The surveillance 
continued from October 1963 to at least until 1965 and. act 
cording to some accounts, until the lime of King s assas- A 
sinstion. 

Dr. King was the victim not only of surveillance but of 
a high-powered rifle. He was not only spied on but mur- 
dered. Is there anyone who can assure the people that the 
spying did not set him up for assassination? ' ' 

Watergate has confirmed thai the Federal govern- 
ment has created, as an adjunct of our two-party system, 
a vast web of espionage against the democratic people's 
forces." f t * / 

, The •■fitelligence" operationV directed ' against tlje^ 
people as uncovered b>l the ^rvin Comrriirtee 
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FBlh^tohmi 
Dr. King told 

By WALLACE TURNER ''■ 
New York Times Service 

A former FBI agent says that in the 19S0s 
le bureau used material gained in an elec- 
onic surveillance of the Rev. Dr. Martm. 
utherTvipg. Jr._.itt an apparent effort to 
ndefmme the late civil rights leader's sup- 
jrt among his white backers.l____„ . .._ - - 
The former agent also 
)id that many news- 
permen were urged to 
nte articles disclosing 
timate details of Dr. 
;ng's personal life — 
■tails to be supplied by 
iCv , bureau after they 
ore picked up in tele- 
one taps! These taps on 
r. King were said to 
.ve been much more 
kdespread than had 
reviously been reported. 

THE former agent, 
rthur Murtagh, a SI* 
•tar-old lawyer now prac- 
cmg in Constable, N.Y„ 
)ld the New York Times 
I an interview that 
nportant figures in the 
»I even tried to per- 
lade community leaders 
1 Atlanta that they 
aould not attend a ban- 
net that was held to 
onor Dr. King after be 
>oa the Nobel Peace 
'rizeinl964. • 
The persuasion was said 
v> have included a wam- 
ig that the bureau had 
^'rogatory information 
bout Dr. King that mlp>)t 
ventually emb;* «ss 
■ ose who atten^***^* 
an QueC 
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^ Murtag h retiredfrom 
tEeTSmtau in SepTem bef 
1971 after 21 years, includ- 
ing 11 years in the Atlanta 
office. His account to The 
, Times has been confirmed 

i in interviews with various 

I independent sources. 

I The fact thatDr. King's 

4 telephone was tapped has 

\ been well-established. It 

— ► was disclosed in 1968 

while Sen. Robert F. 
Kennedy campaigned for 
the Democratic presideo- 
tail nomination. 

After Keucedy's murder 
in June 1968 his former 
associates said that the 
tap was installed whea 
Kennedy, as attorney 

f general, acquiesced in 
1963 to J. Edgar Hoover's 
repeated demands for au- 
thority to tap. Hoover had 
argued that Dr. King had 
associations with subver* 
sive groups who sought to 
use the civil rights move- 
ment against the best 
interests of the United 
States 

IN 1969, the tap on Dr. 
King was further de- 
scribed briefly in court 
hearings involving the 
draft violation conviction 
of Muhammad Ali, then 
the world heavyweight 
boxing champion. 
These brief glimpses 
- . onade it clear that the tap 
was instituted in October 
1963, and was continued at 
least into 1965. There 
were suggestions that it 
lasted until 1968, when Dr. 
King was assassinated. 
The bureau has never 
I given a ny information 
S56unE6tap. 
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I A former agent of the Fed- 
Jeral Bureau of Investigation 
says that in the ninteen-sixties 
j the bureau used material gained 

■ in an electronic surveillance of 
jhe Rev, Dr. Martin Luther 

/ gting Jr. in airspparenrBmnr 

to unHermine the late civil 
rights leader's support among 

i his white backers. : . 

The former agent also said 
that many newspapermen were 

) urged to write articles dlsdos- 

i ing jntimate iJetaib of 'X>t. 

; TSiai* persontl life— details to 
be aupplied by the bureau after 
they were picked up in the 
telephone .taps. Three taps on 
Dr. King were said to have 
been much more widespread 
than had previously been re- 
ported. 

The former agent, Arthur 
Murtagh, a 51-year-old lawyer 
now practicing in Constable, 
N.V., . told The New Vork 
Tiroes in aji interview that im 
jportant figures hi the - F,B.I. 
'even tried to persuade oom- 
i munlty leaders in Atlanta that 

■ they should not attend a ban- 
. quet that was held to honor Dr. 
\ King «fter he won the Nobel 

petce Prize in 1964. The persu- 
asion was said to have include 
a warning that the bureau had 
derogatory Information about 
Dr.- King that might eevntually 
embarrass those who attendeo 
the banquet • 

• Tap Disclosed In 1968 

• Mr. Murtagh retired from the 
bureau in September. 

ter 21 years of service, includ- 
'ma 11 years in the Atlanta of- 
fiM. His account to The Times 
hu been confirmed in inter- 
views with various Independent 

source*. _ „. . 

The fact that Dr. Kmg s tele 
phone was tapped has been 
well-estabiished. It was dis- 
closed In 1968 while S«iator. 
Robert F. Kennedy campaigned 
for the Democratic President ial 
'•^lOiiiiuaQon. 
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- AfterMr. Kennedy 3 was iBur.' 
dered In early June, fitbs, ms 
former associaLPs said that the 
. tap was installed when Mr. 
Kennedy, as Attorney General, 
acquiesced in' 1963 to J. Edgar 
■ Hoover's repeated demands for 
authority to tap. Mr. Hoover 
. argued that Dr. King had asso- 
' ciations with subversive groups 
who sought to use the civil 
rigMs movement against the 
best interesU ot the United 
SUteS. * : ■ 

In 1969, the tap on Dr. King 
was further described briefly in 
court hearings involving the 
draft Elation conviction of 
Muhammad Ali, then the world 
heavyweight boxing champion. 
. These brief glimp ;es m^ije , it' 
clear 'narthe tap was mstifuledl 

in October, I9M. a gd wy co n- ' 
tintreiraHast into iSBSfTKere 
were suggestions that it lasted 
until 1968, when Dr. King was 
'assassinated, and the bureau 
has never given any informa-' 
tion about the tap. \ ' 
' "Martitt..l.t4t>ets:ping-became 
the No. 1 bureau interest as 
far as the AUaivta office was 
concerned," Mr. Murtagh said. 
Hie former agent was a mem- 
ber of the 15-man proup as- 
^gned to the secunty squad 
and it was this group that 
conducted the electronic sur- 
veillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
Murtagh said. | 
The fonner agent, who 
describes himself as one of 
a half-dozen liberals who sur-^ 
vived in the bureau to reach' 
retirement age, said he is noW 
preparing his notes to write a, 
boolc on his experiences. 

Mr. Murtagh said he retired 
from the bu.'cau on the first 
'day he was eligible. He was 
very critical of the bureau in, 
the Interviews, which . werCj 
held at his home. i 
, He said that he could not; 
offer proof, but that hej 
b elieved^ co mpletely ,-thj'.t .. Mr . 
Hooves, as bureau jlirectprJ 



sought the authoriH^ ♦/> t^p 
ETr." "iMrig'S phones in order to 
get information to destroy the 
civil rights leader and silence 
his criticism of the bureau's 
alleged failures to investigate 
the complaints of Negroes 
aj i^iiiAL ' wiil te law en fuivi-uiLiT t 



of fitfefS - 1b Albany, Ga., from 
1961 to 1963. - 

Mr. Murugh would not name 
agents )vho took part in the 
surveillance. He said that he 
believed they had been taking 
orders, and that to name them 
now would cause them un- 
deserved embairassment He 
said he had not taken part in 
the surveillance because he had 
cold the supervisor io charge 
that he believed |he tap was 
illegal. 

When asked to "xplain how 
he could enforce such a refusal 
,in a highly disciplined organ- 
jizalion such as the F.B.I., Mr. 
Murtagh said that he had be- 
come known as a critic of 
some activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to the agents as- 
signed to direct the office. 

He was paymaster, and "con* 
trol." for & network of under* 
cover informers who were' "in 
place" in black or|anizations 
that were growig in importance 
at that time. He said, for ex- 
ampler that he was able to 
learn almost anything he want- 
ed to know about the opera- 
Ition of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, which 
jDr. King headed. 

Mr. Murtagh said he once 
challenged the agent who ran 
I the surveillance to say whether 
' there was justification for the 
I contention that Dr. King was 
involved with subversives— the 
, justification for the telephone 
I tap. He quoted the agent as 
i replying, "I would ^tr y l."_JeU 
.•j 



Callahan 



. Cleveland 

Mr. Conrad_ r-^, 

Mr. GebhardtXV^, 
Mr. Jenkins „„' ^^„. . 

W. Marshall _ 

Mr. Miller, E. ^'Jd' 

Mr. Soyars 

Mr. Thompson 

Mr. Walters 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Kinley 



Mr. Armstrong 

Mr. Bowers — ylX- 
Mr. Ilerington -i^^ 

Ms. Herwig L 

Mr. Mintz 

Mr§. Neenan 





The Washington Post 
Tiroes Herald 



The Evening Star (Washington 
The Sunday Star CWashingtoii) 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 



The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer . 
People's World 



Date. 



MAY 2 1 1« 



I 



( 



t9 m t ^9^^ 




■ i 



r ' 



f 



I 4 



I! 



;!iers that there *ii i p, } 
vouldn't try to tell it^to you." 

Mr. Murtagh also iaid that 
(le extent of the electronic 
urveilLance was n^ver well 
■ n6entoo& outside limited cir- 
les within the bureau. mrMid 
hat it went on for «t least 
hree years, and that more than 
i.OOO telephone conversations 
vere monitored. 

Previously published accounts 
■'f the teJephone tap have in- 
iicated that only three tete- 
liones were involved — those in! 
.)r. King's home, at the South- 
■rn Christian Leadership Con- 
>rence offices in Atianta, and 
It an office in New York tiiat 
vas used by the person tljat 
Mr. Hoover had argjied was a 
ubversive attempting to misuse 
- Dr. King. It was this contention 
' !hat caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap, 

Mr. Murtagh said that ieie- 
r>hones all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it 
was not uncommon for the 
Atlanta bureau lo discover that 
lit had monitored a call, and that 
Lbe other end of the call had 
,iieen monitored by a different 
^listening post 
' "The surveillance was mas- 
sive and complete," Mr. Murtagh 
said. "He couldn't wiggle. They 
ihad him." • 
I Fed Into Washington 
• ! Sources in Washington con 
firmed the broad outlines of Mr. 
iMurtagh's description. These 
sources confirmed that when 
hr. Kin^ left Atlanta^ the F.B.I, 
tiiectronic r surveiuRnCc Wwit 
with him, and that his tele- 
phones in hotels in other cities 
were tapped, with reports of 
information derived from these 
taps fed into Washington as 
was the Atlanta data. " 

In another part of his inter- 
view and again in e way that 
avoided the use of names. Mr. 
Murtagh «aid that aftAr Dr. 
King wwi the Nobel Peace 
Prize, the bureau made a well- 
orchestrated attwnpt to under- 
mine the success (rf the banquet 
that waa held to Dr. King's 
honor, in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understood his 
critical attitude toward the 
bureau's activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and one of the top officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called* on two religious 
leaders and on the late Ralph 
McGill, editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution^ to attempt to per- 
l suade them not to, ■ 

1 



,Jilf. Murtagh again wguliLsGt 



name the agent or the head 
quarters official. But he said 
that, the rooming after the 
Washington man arrived at the 
Atlanta office, the agent said to 
Mr. Murtagh, "We're going to 
get him today. Hoover is going 
to talte care of King today." 
No Attacli by Editor 
Mr. Murtagh said that the 
bureau had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
S5>ch as newspaper editors, and 
tiial the maa fte quoted had 
bear the corrtacn for Mr. McGill. 
This agent took the Washing- 
ton man to see Mr, McGill and 
lbe next day told Mr. Murtagh, 
"1 guess McGill will be taking 
care of King." But the editor 
made no attacic on the civil 
rights leader. ' 
( while the death of Mr. Mc- 
■ Giii and the refusal m Mr. 
Murtagh lo name the agents 
made it impossible to corro- 
borate his story, an Interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
editor of The Constitution, 
producsd a rsooilsctiofl that 
[jparalleiis the sttny told .by Mr. 
Murtagh. ..■ : • ' ' 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of "nie St. Peters- 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
jn the spring of 1964, he was 
tailed on by an F.B.I, agent, 
whom he v/ould not name. 

"You people have been giving 
support to Martin Luther King," 
Mr. Patterson <j^JOt^ the~'agent 
as saying. "Don't you owe it 
cio your miaS to tsl! then 
what kind of man he is? Our 
information Is that while he 
postures as a great moral leader, 
he is running around with wo- 
men. Dont' you thinkyour read- 
ers ouriit to know tJvis?" 

"I told him we didn't run a 
keyhole-peeking newspaper," 
Mr, Patterson remembered say- 
ins. "I told him that kind of 
thmg had notl^ng to do with 
(he dvil rights movement'* 

' . , Urged Coverage 

Mr. Patterson said the agent 
told him that Dr, King would 
meot a woman at an airport in 
riorida that weekend, and In- 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a .reporter and photogra- 
pher to record the ateetlng. 

Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
days later, the agent rettnned 
and again insisted that' "be 
newspaper would not print the 
P Bwfc jt w e i^ve .lt to ato ttt" 
MTi^P attersqa wfeT;^!^^. 



A. day. or, so later, accordic g 
to Mr. raterson, the agen,t 
called and said, "our infonna- 
tion is tl»t the meeting is off 
So ifs a good thing yoti didn't 
send anybody down t here." 

In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
Murtagh said, "from all the 
things I saw. It appeared to me 
to 1)6 a 'get King* movement In 
the bureau. It was triggered by 

result of King's criticism of the 
bureau back in '62 and '63." 

He also said that be was 
somewhat ashamed as he re- 
membered that one Saturday 
night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, he agr^ to spend four 
or five hours manning the Us.' 
tening post when another agent 
had an emergency that took 
him off duty. — ' ' 

••r .9.^_f4. ....ll^.-n.^ . — .L.. V 

I uuii I rciuiy &iivw wiiy i 

agreed to do it," he said. "I 
guess it is that you go along 
and watch It run and it gets so 
you really believe this is too 
mammoth and their* it notlung 
J.could-.da," . >. . V ' ; 




\ The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. leaving J.lEdgar - : 
(Hoover's office after conferring with the F.B.L director ? 
I on Dec. 1, 1964. Dr. King had requested the meeting i* 
Iv - during a bitter controversy between t2>e.tSLs^ r ' 
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By WALLACE TUfWER 
A former agent of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Thvestigation 
says that in the ninteen-sixties 
the bureau used material gained 
in sn electronic surveillance of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in sn apparent effort 
, to undermine the late civil 

■ rights leader's support among 
bis white backers. 

The former agent also said 
that many nev«papermen were 
• ijtopa In write articles disdos- 
„ing intimate details of Dr. 
'"King's persona! life— details to 
be supplied by the bureau after! 
they were picked up in the 
telephone taps. Three taps on 
Dr. King were said to have 
been much more widespread 
than had previously been re^ 
ported. 

The former agent. Arthur 
Murtagh, a 51-year-old lavvyer 
now practidnR in Constable, 
N.Y.. told The Nfew York 
Times in an interview that im- 
portant figures in the F.B.I, 
even tried to persuade oom- 
jjiunity leaders in Atlanta that 
they should not attend a ban- 
quet that was held to honor Dr. 
King efter he won the No(bel 
peace Prize in 1964. The persu- 
iLsion was said to have include! 
« warning that the bureau had 

■ derogatory information about 




embarrass those who attendea 
the banquet. 

Tap Disclosed Itt 1968 

Mr. Murtagh retired from the 
bureau in September, 1971, af- 
21 -"'ears of service, includ- 
ing 1 1 years in the Atlanta of- 
fice. His account to The Times 
has been confirmed ia Inter- 



UnlM rnic InMmllortl 

The Rev. ly Marf.ii-<i.fi.«- i* leaving J. Edgar 
Hoover's office after conferring vith the F3J. director 
on Dec 1, 1964. Dr. King had requested the meeting 
during a bitter controversy between tiie two men. 

IrT 1969, the iap on Dr. kingf" 



was further described briefly in 
court hearings involving the 
draft violation conviction of 
- --ii. 7. «..s„v+ ....^.tiisiuri Muhammad.AH^then the world 
?IV.?i'lL*.lL?eLn^^d"l^h^^^ Champion 

These brief glimpses made it 



cj^car thajL,the tap was iiytituted 



assassinated, and the bureau 
^JSw with TOitoM tadepetident has never given any Informa- 



sources. , . . , 

The fact that Dr. King's tele- 
-phone was tapped has been 
well-established. H was dls- 
closed in 1968 while Senator 
Bobert F. Kennedy campaigned 
for the Democratic Presidential 
nomination. 

After Mr. Kennedy was mur- 
dered In early June, 1968, his 
former associates said that the 
tap was insUlled when Mr. 
Kennedy, as Aitom^ General, 
acquiesced in 1963 to J. Edgar 
Hoover's lepeated demands for 
authority to tap. Mr. Hoover 
argued that Dr. King had asso- 
ciaticmc with subversive groups 
who sought to use the civil 
rights movement against the 
best interests of lie United 
States? 



in "October, 1963, and was con^ 
tinued at least into 1965, There 
wsrs suggestions that It lasted 
until 1968, when Dr. King was 



tion about the tap^ 

"Martin Luthor King became 
the No. 1 bureau interest as 
far as the Atlanta office was 
concerned," Mr. Murtagh said 
The formeir agent was a mem- 
ber of the 15-man group as- 
signed to the security squad 
ami it was this group that 
conducted the electronic sur- 
veillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
.Murtagh, scudx . 
: The ifopneA. agent, who 
describes himself as one of 
a half-do'i^Ubcrals who sur- 
vived/Tla'XJie^bureau to reach 
retlresnentlage, said he is now 
ringj tfs^notfistftynritg A 



,Mr, Murtagh said he retu 
flo.Ti the bureau on the first 
dky he was eligible. He war 
vEry critical of the bureau 
tile "tnterviews, which 

He said that he could not 
offer ' proof, but that he 
believed completely that Mr. 
Hoover, as , bureau director, 
sought the authority to Up 
Dr. King"? phones in order to 
get information lo destroy the 
civil rights leader and silence; 
his criticism of the bureau's! 
alleged failures to investigate) 
the complaints of Negroes 
against while Jaw cnforcCTiejill, 
— - — — ^ 

offiSBriirtMbany, GaTTfom 
1961 to 1963. 

; Mr. Murtagh would not name 
■ agents who took part In the 
surveillance. He said that he 
I believed they had been taking 
[orders, and that to name them 
'now would cause them un. 
deserved emban'assment. He 
said he had not taken part in 
the surveillance because he had 
told the supervisor in charge 
that he believed the tap was 

meg»»-.^- ■ 
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asked to e»;,4iiiT-TTrf)tv 
he could enforce sucli a refusal 
in a highly disciplined organ- 
ization such as the F.B.I., Mr. 
Murtagh said that he had be 
come known as imuaritic of 
some activities, and that his 
work in the Atlanta office was 
valuable to ^the agents as- 
signed to dirat the office. 

He was pay?) aster, and "con-, 
'ral," for a network of under- 
cover informers y*ho were "in 
place" in black organizations 
that were growig in importance 
at that time. lie said, for ex-[ 
ample, that he v/as able to! 
learn almost anything he want- 
ed to know about the opera- 
tion of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Cnnference, which 
Dr. King head-d. 

Mr. Murtagh said he oncci 
chaHenprd the Agent who ran 
the: surx'ciUanco tn n^y «','?prh<?r 
jthcre was justification for the 
l^ontenlion that Or. King was 
mvolved with subversives — t^ie 
jjlistifiration for the telenhoiif' 
(t^n. Ho quoted the agent is 
.replying, "I would try to tt^l 

Others that there was. but 1 
i*ouldn't try to teli it to yoil- 
' [Mr. Murtagh also said thk 
the extent of the electronic 
Mrveillancc was never wffll 
understood outside limited cir- 
cles within the bureau. He said 
that it went on for at least 
three years, and that more than 
5,000 telephone conversations 
were monitored. 

Previously published accounts 
of the telephone tap have in- 
dicated that only three tele- 
phones were involved — those in 
Dr. King's home, at the South- 
em Christian Leadership Con- 
ference offices in Atlanta, and 
at an office in New York that 
was used by the person that 
Mr. Hoover had argued was a 
subversive attempting to misuse 
Dr. King. It was this contention 
that caused Robert Kennedy to 
approve the telephone tap. 

Mr. Murtagh said tha,t tele 
phones all over the United 
States were tapped, and that it 
was not uncommon for tlic 
Atlanta bureau to discover that 
it had monitored a call, and that 
the other end of the call had 
been monitored by a differrat 
listening post 

"The surveillance was mas 
sive and complete," Mr. Murtagh 
.said. "He couldn't wiggle. They 
had him." 

Fed Into Washington 

Sources in Washington con- 
firmed the broad outlines of Mr. 
Murtagh's description. These 
sources confirmed that when 
Dr. King left AtlanU, the F.B.I, 
electronic surveillance went 
with hinx and that his tele- 
phones in hotels in other cities 
were tapped, with reports of 
information derived from these 
tap ^ fed in to Washington as 
was tue At Tdnta data . . . 



In another part of his inter- 
i'tcw, and again in a way that 
ivoided the use of names, Mr. 
Murtagh said that after Dr. 
ping won the Nobel Peace 
Prize, the bureau made a well- 
orchestrated atlernpt to under- 
mine the success of the banquet 
that was held in Dr. King's 
honor in Atlanta. 

The former agent said that 
persons who understGuu his 
rriiica^ attitude toward the 
bureau's activities in the civil 
rights field told him that an 
agent from the Atlanta office 
and o"c of the top officials 
from Washington headquarters 
had called on two religious 
leaders aiid on the iale Ralph 
McGill, editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, to attempt to per- 
suade them not to attend the 
banquet. 

Mr. .Mu.ns;;}! again would mt 
name the agent or the head- 
(quarters official. But he said 
[that, the morning after the 
|W;ishinglnn man arrived at the 
Atlant?! oft ice, the agent said to 
I Mr. Murtagh.' "We're going to 
!gci hiin today. Hoover is going 
•o take care of King today." 

1 No Attack by Editor 
I Mr. Muitagh said that the 
It-iieau had agents assigned to 
be the contact men for persons 
such as newspaper editors, and 
that the man he quoted had 
been the contact for Mr. McGill. 
This agent took the Washing- 
ion man to see Mr. McGill and 
the next day told Mr. MurLagh. 
"I guess McGill will be taking 
care of. King," But the editor 
made no attack on the civU 
rights leader. 

While the death of Mr, Mc- 
Gill and the refusal of Mr. 
Murtagh to name the agents 
made it impossible to corro- 
borate his story, an interview 
with Eugene Patterson, former 
editor of The Constitution, 
produced a recollection that 
parallels the story told by Mr. 
Murtagh. 

Mr. Patterson, now president 
and publisher of The St. Peters- 
burg (Fla.)) Times, said that 
in the spring of 19G4, he was 
called on by an F.B.L agent, 
whom he would not name. 

"You people have been Riving 
support 10 Martin LtiUier King," 
Mr. Patterson qiinird the .ngcnt 
as saying. "Don't you owe it 
to your readers to teli tlicm 
wh.Ti kind of man he is? Our 
information is that while he 
postures as a great moral leader, 
he is running around with wo- 
men. Dont' you think your read- 
ers ought to know this?" 

"I told him we didn't nm a 
keyhole-peeking newspaper," 
w.r. FsU^rsOn ren^'m'Dered say. 
inf. "I told him that kind of 
thmg had nothing to do wiU" 
thtS-sivil-sahts movemeat.a_,ji> 



1 Coverage. 



Mr. Patterson said the egent 
told him that Dr. King would 
meet a woman at an airport in 
Florida that weekend, and in* 
sisted that the Constitution 
send a reporter and photogra- 
pher to record the meeting. 

Mr. Patterson refused. Some 
days later, the agent returned 
and again insisted that "be 
newspaper would not print the 
news if we give it to you," 
Mr. Patterson said. 

A day or later, according 
to Mr. Patterson, the agent 
called and sdid, "our informa- 
tion is that the meeting is off 
so it's a good thing you didn't 
send anybody down t here." 
j In reflecting on the electronic 
surveillance of Dr. King, Mr. 
Murtagh said, "from all the 
'things I saw. It appeared to me 
to be a 'get King' movement in 
the bureau. It was triggered by 
Hoover's hatred of King as a 
result of King's criticism of the 
bureau back in "62 and "63." 

He also said that he was 
somewhat ashamed as he re- 
membered that one Saturday 
night, when the King telephone 
tap had been in existence for 
years, he agreed to spend four 
or five hours manning the lis- 
tening post when another agent 
h«d an emergency that took 
off duty. 
I don't really know why I 
ced to do it," he said. "1 
'ess it is that you go along 

and watch it run and it gets so 
you really believe this is too 
mammoth and therejsijothing 
K could do." 
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Dedicate King Pavilion 





NEWS pholoi bv Jim Carnll 



" Jlr. and Mvs. Wai-tiii 
jAither King Sr. <— enter 
auditorium nt Havlcijrf Hos- 
pital's MmlinlAit h f- ii K i nj;. 
Pavilion before dedication. 
The new IS-story buiidinji' 
was dedicated yesterday 
in lei-emony briefly dis- 
rupted by six demonstra- 
tors. Five of the protes- 
ters were led from audi- 
torium by police, but the 
s i X t ll>v blat k militant 
C h a r 1 c fi^.lJenyaUa, wa» 
carried out> Demonstra- 
tors waul hospitid wiiiji 
dedicated to pioneer black 
surgeqn, 1)r._ __L.(i;u3 . T. 
Wright. 
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)BSERV1NG mm BJRTiWAY 

■ JSC SirtdcEls Hear 
EMi SCLC Official 



In celebration ol .Vhp b-rth of 
. Marlin Lutlier''Kins, Jr., ihc 
-titiilc for thp Study of His- 
'vy, Life, and Culture of Hlack 
!-,'>plc at Jackson St.ilc rolle,qc 
<!l present its anmml Winter 
•iivoo»lion on Fririny, Jan. 15, 
,1 at 10 a. in. in Dansby Hall 
iditoriuni. ■ 

T!ie speaker for lhi.s event is 
hp Rev. Andrew J. Young, vice 
csident of the Southern Oiiris- 
-.a Leadership Conference in 
Slanta. His subject is "Martin 
I'Jier King, Jr. and the Black 
evolution." 

TTie public is Invited to tlic 
. n;Tam. No admissiwi wiil be 
i.irgcd. 
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THE REV. MR 



YOUNG 



risiits and pea'e Tn .i.9S4, Dr. 
King .-if pointed Yriun.:; Execu- 
tive Director of SCLC. and since 
The Rev. Yo^ng ivas Iwrn in tj;^.T has funclinncd .ns a ton 
•.Av Orleans. La. He attended ^ aide to the SCLC President and 
.ilard Univor.Vity there in l:is director of all staff and a 
')t7-48 and graduated from Igupcn'isor cf all pro'-raTis. 
'.ward University in Washing-: jjg ^^^^ ^^^^ instrumental 
in, D. C. w.Di a Bacnclor of,.jj developins other SCLC 
:icnce Degree in 15^1. In Ito : -operation " Breadbasket," the 
7 obtained a Bacne or of Di- i^^^j^^^ Leadership , Training 
.:nily Degree at KarLord TTico- program, housing for-the poor. 
,gical Seminary m Connecli-i " . . *^ 

He is a prominent civil ri^its ' 
•rider who has scr\'cd as ex- 

jutivc assistant and close ad- 
' '.scr to Dr. Martin Luther 
Knz. Jr. and Dr. Ralph .\l)cr- 
r.r.thy in the Southern Cliristian 

irn^ranis, inclndinj vnt^r regis- 
• ration and po'ifi"-'' '•d'jc,-'t=''n, 
'..cadership Conference Since 
:''S1 when he joined SCLC. the 
"lev. Young has i>nrticiDated in 

lie highcft plannthfj aiid :itrate- 
■y councils for every majoff 
.Vincrican movement for tium.'y 



youth activities, organizing 
the working poor. 

In February, 1968, Young was 
elected Executive Vice Pres- 
ident by the SCLC Board of. 
Directors. 

The speaker is widely recog-. 
nizcd as an articulate advocate 
of non-violent social c^iangc and 
a creator of idcns and pro;;rams 
for achicnng thit change. He 
has wriltoii and spoken exten- 
sively on national and inlerna- 
tiorai affairs and he is current- 
ly invo'ved in an analysis of 
beth lh3 history of the civil 
right? movement and the 
related problems of racism, 
economic exploitation, war, and 
colonialism. 

He is Chairman of the Board 
.-f the Delta Ministry of Missis- 
>^>rpi, and a board member of 
the Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memoriai Center, t^e I^obert F. 
Kennedy Memorial Foundation, 
the Urban Training Center, the 
CcmmiUee for a SAi\E Nuclear 
Policy, the National Social Wel- 
fare A5feirih!y.^and a nun>ber of 
other reUglous and human 
ripMs groups. 
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UPI-160 O 

( tlARXJN-LUTHEJi KIK G ) 

VASHING'TON--A HUGE COMMITTEE OF LEADERS IN CONGRESS AND THE 
NATION TODAY RENEWED A DRIVE TO HAVE THE JAN. 15 BIRTHDAY OF THE 
LATE MBlULUlIHEi&mG DECLARED A NATIONAL HOLIDAYM- 

SEKTJACOB-^AVITS, R-N.Y., TOLD A NEVS CONFERENCE CALLED FOR 
THE OCCASION THAT KING'S LEADERSHIP IN CIVIL RIGHTS SH0V3ED "AN 
EXULTATION AND SKILL" COMPARABLE TO THAT OF GREAT MEN ALREADY 
HONORED. 

•GEORGE WASKINGTN AND ABE LINCOLN MAY WELL BE JOINED BY MARTIN 
LUTHER KING • JAVITS SAID. 

KING, SLAIN BY AN ASSASSIN IN 1968, NOT ONLY DEVOTED HIS LIFE 
TO THE CAUSE OF CIVIL RIGHTS BUT "WAS VILLING TO. GIVE HIS LIFE 
FOR THIS CAUSE," HIS VIDOU, MRS. CORETTA SCOTT KING, SAID. 

THE REV. RALPH D, ABERNATHY, WHO SUCCEEDED KING AS HEAD OF THE 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, SAID HE WILL BRING 
PETITIONS TO CONGRESS BEARING MORE THAN 1 MILLION SIGNATURES NEXT 
JAN • 15. 

REP/jOHN_C0NYERS, D-N.Y,, WHOSE 1969 HOLIDAY BILL NEVER GOT 
OUT~CFTHE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, ANNOUNCED HE WILL INTRODUCE 
THE MEASURE IN THE NEXT SESSION OF CONGRESS* 
RSii30PESl2-l7 
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I CHICAG0--FB1 DIRECTOR J, tTDGAR HOOVER SHOULD BE SUSPENDED FOR 
\tRYING to -WHITEMAIL* the LATE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., THE REV, 

JESSE L JACKSON SAYS. — ' 

JACKSON, HEAD OF OPERATION BREADBASKET OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, HELD A NEWS CONFERENCE MONDAY ABOUT AN 
ARTICLE PUBLISHED IN TIME MAGAZINE. THE ARTICLE SAYS KING, MET 
WITH HOOVER IN AND WAS CONFRONTED WITH VIRETAP TRANSCRIPTIONS 

REVEALING ALLEGED EXTRAMARITAL ACTIVITIES BY KING. 

JACKSON CALLED ON PRESIDENT NIXON TO SUSPEND HOOVER AS DIRECTOR 
OF THE FBI AND DEMANDED THAT HOOVER'S "FITNESS FOR HOLDING OFFICE" 
BE REVIVED BYj THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND THE JUSTICE DEPARTMEN'S 
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION! A PANEL OF BLACK JURISTS AND LAWMAKERS: 
EMINENT CIVIL RIGHTS LEABERSl AND A GROUP OF BLACK AND WHITE 
PSYCHIATRISTS 

JACKSON SAID HE DID NOT KNOW ABOUT A MEETING BETWEEN KING AND 
HOOVER AND "EVTCN IF IT WAS TRUE IT'S IRRELEVANT BECAUSE DR. 
KING'S CONTRIBUTION TO HIS PEOPLE WAS NOT ONE OF SEXUAL PROWESS 
BUT ONE OF COMMITMENT TO LIBERATION." 

. JACKSON CHARGED HOOVER WAS GUILTY OF "COMPLICITY IN A PLOT 
DESIGNED IN ESSENCE TO 'WHITEMAIL ' AS FORMERLY IN 'BLACKMAIL,' 
AND TO INTIMIDATE DR. KING SO AS TO PREVENT HIM FROM 
CARRYING OUT HIS CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVITIES. 

-0- 

ATLANTA--THE VI DOW AND THREE FORMER TOP AIDES OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 
ACCUSED THE EDITORS OF TIME MAGAZINE OF PRINTING "GOSSIP AND 
UNNUENDO- ABOUT KING'S ALLEGED EXTRAMARITAL SEX LIFE, 

"TIME MAGAZINE DISCREDITS ITSELF IN SEEKING TO THROW MUD ON 
A MAN ADORED AND LOVED BY MILLIONS, BLACK AND WHITE," SAID A PREPARED 
STATEMENT ISSUED THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 
(LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. 

\ "IT DISCREDITS ITSELF IN STOOPING TO SENSATIONALISM THROUGH 
FICTION AND IRRESPONSIBILITY. WE SUGGEST THAT TIME REREAD ITS OWN 
STORY ON DR. KING'S IMMORTAL CONTRIBUTION, PUBLISHED WHEN HE 
WAS NAMED TIME'S MAN OF THE YEAR (196A), 

"UE FURTHER SUGGEST TO THE TIME EDITORS THAT BEFORE THEY PRINT 
GOSSIP AND INNUENDO, THEY MIGHT CHECK WITH THOSE PRESENT FOR THE 
FACTS " j'"*^ 

THE STATEMENT WAS SIGNED BY THE REV. RALPH D. ABERNATHY, | 
KING'S SUCCESSOR AS PRESIDENT OF THE SCLC, THE REV. ANDREW J. f 
YOUNG AND THE REV. WALTER E. FAUNTROY. ALL SAID THEY ' 
WERE PRESENT DURING A 1964 MEETING IN WASHINGTON BETWEEN KING AND" 
FBI DIRECTOR HOOVER, /. ' ■ ' ' ■' ' 

8/11--M3103 0AED " ■ . 
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!-;EW YORK— Ramjej-^rfark, ihe former U.S. attor- 
jiicy genera.], chairenged' Uie FBI to reveal the truth 
about r;:mors t>.a,t taper* from listeninsr devices installed 
hi the late Dr. Martin LuthejMCingfe hotel rooms were 
played to publlslicl'srse'irilofs aSd others. ,. . . 
In an article in the current McCall's magazine, Clark 

said: — • 

"Tl^e people of the United States should know whether 
thia IB true. Their government should tell them. The 
|iii«iivs4-4ir such acts by the FBI, if tnie, are terribly 

■ dpngoroiis, Tlie purpose co'jid 

only be to destroy a great 
Io>3der and a.s a consequence 
to djvida i-.i^j-<r>. 

"We plwuld not be surprised 
i( t!io )X)!i!-o malte svich use 
of surreptitious Inv.isions of 
jiriviicy, T]ie very act culti- 
vates its own abuse." 

CLAUK, ^0^V in private law 
pniclicw, callod wiretapping 
"the act of tsn incipient po- 
lice slate." He y-'iJ it was Irre- 
lev.iiit to most criine, nnd 
ofton is "guided by the pre- 
judices of Ujo.sa \>-tio would 
overhear," 

"Xlio risk of Iralis, WacUista 
nnd Mnckmall is fxtremely 
hi}.'li," C lark »a!d. "Eavf sdrop- 
pins brinjr* out Iho ivowt In 
hiimau nat ure. 

l"That th« FBI vfOuW tap 
the phon« and bug tJie hotM 
rooiiM ot Dr. Klnp sliould tell ■ 
us oil wo noed to know about ■ 
Uio dfsimbiJUy of ii«H» prac- 
tiros. 

"TSiJs great AmtTlrfin. who 
.•iouplit cli;u\ge thi-ougli nonvio. , 
lerirc, waa a public man, his i 
conduct open. 

"A lead of black America, 
he offered more hope for re- 
conciliytion of the races than 
any other person. The risks of 
isurreptitioua poiSce FurvcliU 
^> v.yi. a. leivder are lin- 
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*■ ti(IJjyii.MlMj|n^ Day? 

y ^Rcprlntcilrom MANCHI 

}/ n5 It Is nf cworthy thr 
In the vcry^ict of call In; 



ESTER (N.H.) UNION LEADER o' V19;71 

that while 



g for the 

estabJlshm^^nt of the late Mar- 
tin Luther .KfTTR's birthday as a 
national holiday, his erstwhile 
successor as head of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Rev. Ralph David 
Abernathy, gave a revealing in- 
sight Into his own tastes In 
t black leaders, praising Angela 
Davis, accused of complicity in 
murder, and the racist Black 
Panthers. 

When confronted with such 
^ blatant demagoguery. It seems 
■ to us that it is wrong not to 
" speak out in protest. While we 
would prefer to speak only good 
" of the dead, and whiie we recog- 
.mlzc that there Is much sin- 
cerity behind many of the en- 
comiums being heaped on Dr. 
King's memory, it is impera- 
tive that the American people ,j 
retain perspective on this man. i 
We simply cannot stand Idly by ^ 
and allow the truth to be f, 
burled. 

Therefore, it Is important > 
that the American people look 
; at "the other side" of^Martln 
Luther King, with the'"uhd"ef- 
Standing that no man is totally 
»: good or totally evil. 

While Dr, King spoke and 
wrote pious words about 
"brotherhood," the record will 
show that: 

— His words often created 
the restlessness and discontent 
which oven demagogues used 
to stir blacks to rioting, looting 
and murder. 

—That Dr. King's calls for 
"freedom" for blacks must be 
t measured against his often 
I demonstrated lack of concern 
I for the freedom of non-Com- 
, munlst Vietnamese, Congolese, 
, Cubans, Tibetans and othcrvlc- 
* tims of Communist enslave- 

/ — That he openly associated ^ 
> with such Identified Com- i 
If munlsts as jack O'Dell, his * 
aide, and participated In^^iieS* 



/ 



mmunlsts..^ . . .C-i'^ A\ \ 



„ -s'T'iat he was contemptuous, 

of what he called ' 'our irrational 
obsession with anti-Commu- 
nism," while in the same breath 
he openly praised known Com- 
munists. 

—That he ignored the vigor- 
ous protests of such Negro civil 
rights leaders as Whitney Young 
and Roy Wilkin s and insisted on 
tying the civil rights movement 
to the cause of the Viet Gong, 
— That he permitted his as- 
sistants to organize pro-Viet 
Cong demonstrations at y/hlch 
he himself spoke -- and where 
the American flag was 
burned — causing Dr. Alfred 
. Jarrette, author of "The Negro * 
in Politics." to write that King 
"has been used as a tool of the 
' Conimunist Party in several 
instances." 

— That despite his concen- 
tration on "rights." he marched 
into Chicago and took over one 
■ landlord's property and used it 
. for rent collection — without 
. the owner's permission. 
!, — That he openly sought to 
* provoke violence by whites, 
i telling the NEW YORK TIMES 
[ that his particular brand of 
I "non-violence" wasdesisinedto 
"bring to the surfacJ^Vjhe 
kKTraolehce of white Amerlcar"^^ 
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--That he used hi,? 
marc h wi i prfo try to blackmail 

. CongECss Into passing legisla- 
tion tiat he wanted, and threat- 
ened ihat if he didn't get it — 
"I thjik the riots this summer 
(i968r wlil bo worse tharj last 
summ<?T?»-Talk of guerrilla war- 

(fare can Increase and even be-' 

';come a reality." 

' —That he vilified America 
as "The greatest purveyor of 

V violence in the world today." 

•"(1967) 

\. --That he preached "peace" 
^ while backing a resolution cal- 
ling on the United Nations to 

• wage military aggression 
^ against Rhodesia. 

> —That (in 1967) this ad- 
( voc ate of "love" compared U.S. • 
,. military methods with those of 
f the Nazis testing new methods . 
' and drugs in the concentration 
camps of Europe, and gave 
demagogic speeches accusing 
American CIs of killing inno- 
cent civilians In Vietnam, 
"mostly children," degrading 
: children as they beg for food* 
raping young girls, and turn- 
' ing their mothers into prosti- 
1 tutes. 

' —That he spoke of "equal > 
, rights" while he was willing to' 
■, work for preferential treatment 
In which the Justice Department 
- hushed up a stolen car incident A 

• involving one of his top 

: attaches, Hosea Williams. ' 

— That he spoke for the ad- 
' mission of Red China to the UN 

• and linked the question to civil 
i rights. 

" --That this "great humani- 
tarian" opposed aid to the Con- 
go at a time when savages were 

■ slaughtering hundreds of Pro- ' 
testant missionaries and Oath- 

'. ollc priests and nuns. 

! — That when he received the ' 
Nohcl Peace Prize in Stock- 
holm in iQ64, he used thcocca- 

' slon lo deliver a vicious tirade 
against the United States. 

--That, in that very same 

\ year, the '"'saintly' Dr. King 
condoned malicious attacks on ' 

' Barry Goldwaier, who was 
falsely^^flbeled as a bigot by 
black extremists. " " 



'irfnr'J:'^^*- literally .ffoadpd., 

\f\n Director J. Edgar Hoover 
Into calling him "the most no- 
torious liar in the country " 
then used the sratement as the 
oasis of an abortive "for 
I Hoover" campalRn in whlch'he 
suggested that Hoover was suf- 
. fering from senility. 

—That, in 1964, when a 
, much-decorated New York 
. policeman, Lieutenant ClUigan 
shot in self defense and killed a "< 
Negro who had attacked him ' 
/ with a knife, Dr. King, that \ 
\ staunch advocate of "Justice " 
• publicly charged — before the ' 
' facts were in — that GiUigan ' 
' subsequently acquitted, was '1 
I guilty of "murder.^' -* 

Honor Dr. King with a 
■ national holiday? Shades of 
{ George Orwell's "1984"| 
»■' 

i (EDITOR'S NOTE: Reprints 
1 of this article from the MAN- 

' Ppfnll"^ "-^ UNION 

! LEADER are available Price"' 
■' postage prepaid: 25"for $l.o6' 
100 for $3.50; 50 for $15.00." 
Ordex- from THE INDEPEN- 
DENT AMERICAN, P.O. Box 
r^4^^Nlew Orleans. La. jniia^ j 
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By HENRY ALLEN 

' '"ft An official of Rev. Ralph Abernathy's Southern' Chrtstian leadership CoxiUxr^ 
I jnce warned yesterday that if Congress fails this year to make Jan. 15 I VInrtin T . nth a r 

' 'iThe Rev. AVyaUiWJalker, a vice.; 



'close down the country" on Jan. 15, 1971. '■ ■f-r aa 



pre^dcnt o£ the'^ganijiation that 
King headed before his assassina- ; 

tion, joined with ; 
a group of; 
black leadei-9 in 
Harlem, includ- \ 
ing State Sen. 
Basil Paterson, 
to call on both 
ConKress and 
New York State ^ 
to make King's ' 
birthday a legal \ 
lioliday. 

A spokesman 
T. for the group, 

Rev. Warlin ^jfncwn as the 
i' Luther King T^'^^tiz.eas^Cii.liv^ 
mittee.Xor a MartiaXiittier King, 
Hi^.lidjirr .Baid- that' tnemoriaF ac- 
tlvUies in New York this Jan. 
' 15 -would include a rally at the . 
[Central Park band shell in the | 
afternoon and a one-hour pi"0- I 
diiction at Harlem's Apollo the-! 

ater in the eveninfr. ._ ^ 

r'- V . H yT i 'ii lic_^8choola in'^ir-crty 




va ;^-;:a^ -^osed iii observalKiS^rt" 



the day, 

Howard 
oriiinaloT 



enngU. national.,CO- 
e group, saiS about 



three million signatures have been 
gathered On petitions around the 
country in support of the pro- . 
posed national Jioliday. ; 
Bills in both Congress and the \ 

tj L»-Eislatuf e have .y^ to be acted ■ 
lupon. . I ■ i-- \ 
f^ .patisrsdncaVed the bills "esscn-^ 
t}aT- w^«^ health of t tiB - iMtti OfP ' • 
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planning a^'peacefutbut forceful'' mule 
train march on the Capitol on Jan, 15 toi 
- ^tition for that day to be made a na- 
. Uonal holiday to honor the birth of Mar - 
tin LutherKing Jr. ' "" ■ ' ' • 



• Previously, there had been conside'ra- 

; ble sentiment for making the date of bis . 
martyrdom a national holiday. So this is ' 
a welcome turn. Whatever one's feel- i 

• ings about honoring heroes, it is more in !] 
the Western tradition to celebrate their =' 
births than to stir up-old wounds andt 
rancors by dwelling on their deaths. : 1 

What saddens us about the plans for 
next month's march is that it is sup- ' 
posed to be led by Dr. King's widow, I, 
Coretta. Somehow to put her in the fore- i 
front of those askipg for a King's Birth- 
day holiday seems to us to be in dubious f 
taste. It uses4iei;^4)adly and weakens the i 
cause. ^ ^ ' . V - , j 

We are stirred whenever Mrs. King .' 
speaks out for her people and the poor : 
— for better houses, better schools, bet- i 
ter jobs and better breaks — but the ' 
formal .sanctification of her husband 
would be better left to someone else. | 



v.. 



- /TKbliday 
for Dr. King? 

. V NEW group which calls itself the 
^■Washinjlon Ktag Holiaay Committee is , -^-^ 
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The Wesbington Poet 
Times Herald 



The Washinglon Daily News 
The Evening Star (Washington) . 
The Sunday fetar (Waehington) _ 
Daily News (New York) .^—^ 

Sunday News (New Yorii) 

New York Post 



22: 



The New York Times . 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 



The Wall Street Journal , 

The National Observer _ 
People's World 



Date 
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(Hount Clip ping In Spoc* Balew) 



By Paul Galloway 

Army intelligence agents followed digni- 
taries at tlie funeral of Dr._Martin_Lmher 
King J r. in Atlanta in ISCgTilormeirin- 
tciiigcnce agent disclosed Tliursday. 

Ralpli Stein, 27, who co-ordinated domestic 
InteJligence information on civilians for the 
Army from July, 1967, to October, 1968, said 
agents from the Ulth Military Intelligence 
Group, stationed in Atlanta, were assigned to 
gather inlorniation on prominent figures who 
paid their respects to the sl^n civil rights 
leader. 

Those attending the rites for Dr. Krtg, as- 
sassinated April 4, 1963, in Memphis, ii eluded 
U^. senators, governors and leadin; civil 
ri ghts and antj-war advocates. t 
Files kept on thousands 

' ptein told The Sun-Times the Army kept 
voluminous files not only on prominent per-' 
sons but on tens of thousands of citizens who 
never made headlines and "who attended 

• meetings of moderate peace groups and civil 
rights organizations, people who were engag- 
ing in lawful activities protected by the Con- 
stitution." 

Stein gave examples of methods used by 
military undercover operatives In gathering, 
compiling and exchanging Information oo ci- 
vilians. 

He told of Index cards he has on students 
nnd faculty members from a Wisconsin col- 
lege campus collected by an Army In- 
telligence unit In that area. Stein refused to 
IdenUfy the college. 

Evidence going to Ervin 
"On a card, for example, will be the name 
of a professor and a date on which he is re> 
ported t« have said something Itlte 'I think 
America is wrong In being in Vietnam.* " 
He also has In his possession, he said, pho- 




a staff element of the Army's highest in- 
telligence unit under the assistant chlet of 
staff for Intelligence. . 

In a idition to his section, the detachment ■ - 
at one time occupying an office in a buildi^ 
of lh(j. North Virginia Community College, 
near W'ashington, D.C. — contained a "right- 
wing desk" and a "racial desk," Stein said. 

Stein, who now lives in Flushing, N.Y., and 
attends Uie New SchDo] for Social Research in 
New York City, said intelligence operations 
were divided into the "actual physical sur> 
veillance" of persons and groups and the 
compilation of reports On these individuals 
and organizations. 

Stein declined to comment "lor legal r ;a- 
sons" or whether the Army used wiretap^ or 
other fo ms of electronic surveillance. 

"The Jdata banks are stiil being main- 
tained," Stein said In a telephone interview. 
"The Army has destroyed some of the files 
but not nil. 1 have sources in the Army who 
have told me that the tnlcrofUm file is stiil 
maintained. 

"It is not being added to, however, because 
of recent disclosures. A lot of people In the 
Army sincerely are against it. They feel the 
Army has made a mistake in getting into this 
i)usiness of spying on private citizens." 
Some reports missing? 

Stein said that during his period on the left- 
wing desk, his unit published a report on pcr» 
sons and organizations who opposed certain 
novcmmenl policies. - 

I The report, continually updated and cm: 
taincd In a loose-leaf file called "the Co n- 
pqndium," was distributed to intelligence o fl- 
eers in Army areas, Stein said. 

"The Army later decided to withdraw these 
reports and destroy them, but I have been 
told by sources in the Army that a certain 
number can't be accounted tor," he contlo* 




tographs Identifying students at (be Univcr-ued. 

sity ol Minnesota campus In Minneapolis who jtein said It is common practice for Army 
tooklpart in on anti-war dcroonsiration. f Intelligence otiicers to meet Informally with 
Tlii photos are stan)ped_a£ being tal<cn by intelligence operatives from the Federal Bu- 
the jfchool's campus police and were jurncdjjcau of Investigation, local police and other 
overlito an Army Intelligence unit li^ that] sgj^ice branches to exchange Information. 

area, Stein said. '. . , 

•Pressured by FBI' \ 



Stein said he was turning the naaflu-ials 
over to the Senate subcommittee ^tfiisn by 
Sen. Sam J. Erv 

in)(t;stlRalci(jic/nili _ 

If or four uJiduOiOdfl his ithree-year Wrmy 
duly. Stein supervised the "left-wing tlcsk' 
foithe Counterintellieeoce Analysis Branch. 



'(In cveryjity-wbcrfiC^crevis an Army In- 
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Air Force and Navy ir ihcy have units Vi the 
nr()a. TTicsc become n forum for exchange of 
infirmatioii." Slcin said. 

iHic Air Force nnd Navy have not betn as 
grcuUy involved in.inMN^cc activilics. he 
said, chiefly bccajise of manpower limita- 
tions. I 

It was because ^ the Army's ample man- 
power that it wasyjrcssured by the FBI to 
contimie its civiliA surveillance operations 
he added. * ' 

"A Jot of this Is not going on anymore " 
said Stein, who Is conducting an independent 
study of Army intelligence activiUes. "The top 
Army leaders and civilian Pentagon officials 
art trying to stop it, but they are not beiijg 
tolli all the truth. Jordan (Robert E. Jordi n 
ni\ Army general counsel) has been glv( n 
haU-truths and evasive answeis." . • 
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MrsTlCoretta 
Iiii\Freedom 



King 



Concerf • 



Foundation and the Cin»' 
clnnati-sCLC. Tickets may. 
be obtained at Mt Zlon~ 
Bapftist Church, 325 N.? 
Wayne Ave., Loc ^miu, sx ul 
Ijtttie^door Saturdaj^night. ] 



A SPECIAL benefit pet- 
loimapce ol Mrs._Coretta . 
ScotpCing'i, unique "Free- 
dom Concert" will be pre- 
>; sented at 7:30 p.m. Saturday 
1 In the Convention -Exhi- 
bition Center. The sponsor- 
; Ing organization is the Cln- 
I cinnaU chapter or the 
: Southern Christian leader- 
' ship Conference, founded 
' l}y j^lFS. King's late husband 
' Dr.' iaartin Luther/Klng Jr. 

conceived, written, nar-' 
; rated and sun? by Mrs. 
King, the concert is her own 



moving story of "the free-; 
dom movement from 
Montgomery to Memphis." i 
In It she describes and in- ) 
terprets that movement and | 
the experiences she shared ! 
with her husband for 13 1 
years tx> his assassination ln"| 
Memphis, Tenxi., in 1968. 

Mrs. King, a soprano,- 
■ graduated from the New' 
England / conservatory of . 
Music, sne will be accom-i , 
panted ant the piano by Sjjs- \ 
sell. c.iOoode of Chatta-r T/*/^ »] 
nooga.' ' - - 

Proceeds will goJLaJJje' 0/i' ^ 
Martin Luther King Jr. — - — 
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T(;?-)^ing Jr. Metngrjaj^qenter ij J 
eTSawtfnJItanization in ffpnilo| m 



By BILL MON 
A imit of tile Ma rtio. Lu the 
tlanta has separ^ie'd IiV)Ah( tnc! pancni Qrgaiuzaiion in a*pnuo| ' < 
phical split on how black people can best achieve self-deter- ^ i 

i mination. ^ ' ' 

NThe Institute of the Black World, a research center of • 
5ck history and culture headed by historian Dr. Vincent- 
irding, became a separate entity, dissolving off icfeit'tteff^ilh ' 
rMCK Memorial Center on Sept. 1. V 
A joint statement by Dr, Harding and Dr. Julius bcott. ex- 
ccutive director of the memoilal^center^ terTOslHe^^ttfation a 
mutual decision. ThedpsiityMj^ JteJ kcK ^prld organized 
as a unit of the KiniTrf^&fSlenasn^ held work-' 
shops and seminars for scholars from the nearby Atlanta Uni- 
versity Center and around the nation on the black ^perieoce. ~ 

'Experimental' in Beginning vu ^ 

Officially, the relationship twtween the insUtute and the'-* 
memorial center was termed "experimental" from the begin-; 
ning. The public statement of the separation declares "as a re- •, 
suit of accumiated experience it became clear to bfflh the cen-'r. 
ter and the institute that their interest and potential would be; ". 
maximized by the IBW becoming a fully autonomous and inde- ■ 
pendent organization." ' ; - 

Aliliough the effective date of Oie separation was given as 
Sept. 1, a corporation charter filed with Secretary of State Ben ' 
Forlson for the InsHtule of tlio Blnck Woiid is dated In Juno. 

Dr. Harding was appointed the first executive director of , 
tlic memorial center when It was established last year, over- . 
seeing both tftc Institute of the Black World and the Library j 
Documeat^lion Project of Dr. King's civil rights movement I 
In\ shakeup early last month, Dr. Harding moved to full- 1 



^ -r n rt <iiW*inectioa of tbe IBW. and was succeeded by Dr. Scott, a * 
^yyOC I f- 4^il|c«lucator,,as over-aUheadof the center's operation.; ; 

V ' or 
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Surprise to Center 



Neither Dr. Harding, Dr. Scott, 



I 



nor Mrs. jCorgtiaiScotU. 
g, widow of the slain civil rights leader an^presiclent of the ■ 
^'^ILK Memorial Center, would speak in detail of past relation* 
chips' between tlie IBW and its parent unit. But several sources 
say the split was initiated by the IBW and was a surprise to 
officials of tiie center. In interviews with the Atlanta Journal- 
ConsUtutioD, Mrs. King and Dr. Harding outlined philosophies 
divergent in several ways, though aimed at the same goal of 
black people controUing their own destinies. " " 

Mrs. King sees the memorial center as a monument to her 
husband, a "place for developiag-BsaLJtraiegies for the proc-' 



VS& ol social change vhich will reflect Martin's thinkinc and 
spirit.'"' ' 

Bhe sees the center as closely tied to the spirit and strate- 
gics of Dr. King's non-violent movement, cooperation with-' 
whites, and very much a part of the American experience. 

Turbulent History Probed 

The institute, established lo seek answers from turbulent 
history about where the Negro race is going, has a different 
perspective. '^ 
'■' "On basic grounds we see ourselves as tied very much to 
= Africa," says Dr. Hardir^, whose office in the frame house on 
Beckwith Street near the Atlanta University Center contains' 
artifacts and literature on the black continent. 

• "If we are to have any spiritual integrity, our basis has to 
be African, but we must recognize the dynamics of the experi- 
ence of being enslaved and carried to another continent. Many 
: aspects of our life in the Western Hemisphere have to be 
taken into consideration. We can't ignore what has happened 
. to us here." ;V . . . *, ,' " ■ 

Not Wed to King Thflosophy 

While paying tribute to Martin Luther King and recogniz* 
Ing his role in history, Dr. Harding and his colleagues at the 

IBW are not wedded to King's strategies and concepts. 

"We don't see ourselves tied to any one particular philosff- ' 
phy," said Dr. Harding. "One of the basic tasks is to develop a 
philosophy toward the liberationofbbck people, a philosophy. 
. that would not simply be a borrowing of Western traditions." 

Mrs. King envisions the center as a historic and cultural 
shrine to the non-violent civil rights movement, as well as an ; 
educational institution. High on the list of priorities for the. 
, MLK Renter is a proposed institute for non-violent social ' 
change, whicm its proponents hooe can be established next 
.year. . ' '■ ' ■ 

Dr. Scott, who is also chairman of the sociology depart- 
ment at Spelman College, plans lo take full charge of the non- 
violent institute when it is established. He sees its task as re- 
searching and seeking new ways to further sociai change • 
throu^ peacdul means. ' 

Dr. Harding, oa the other hand, feels that "nonviolence is v 
only one of several ways, all of which must b« interpreted ia^' 
new ways, to achieve freedom." . . • ; 

lldve 

The early American slave revolts of Nat Turner and Den-' 
Vesey must also be examined to determine their mean- 
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Aitoclated Preti WircphstO 

^ DR. VINCENT HARDING TELLS PHILOSOPHY 

■ ■ Goal Is Black Control of Own Destiny 

■ ■ ■ . ■ . , •■ V . , ^ .- . .. - • ■ '. s, ; 

Ilng to blacks today, "We are studying everything that is part 
of our experience. We are not advocating, only trying to fin "' 
answers." 
The Institute of the Blari t Woriu -ls primarily a research o 
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ganization, Dr, Harding said, not an action group. 



The leaders of the MLK Center and the IBW take a widely 
divergent path on their institution's relations to whites. 

Mrs. King: Use All Creative Abilities 

"The center can and should use the creative abilities of 
many people," said Mrs. King. "Tiiey don't liave to all be 

black — this is important." - . t 

Dr. Harciing's IBW has another view. All staff members 
are Negroes. "There are many occasions where it is not appro-, 
priate for whites to be present in blade deliberations," the his- 
torian said. "There is a certain sense of relaxation involved - 
that logical while people can understand. . . 

"The very concept of self-integrity and self-determination 
means there should be a certain distance from those who at 
worst are colonizers and at best occasional friends," ■ 

Dr. Harding gave as an example the recent international 
Congress of African Peoples here, which barred whites, includ- 
ing news media people, from its deliberations. 

"It's important for white people not to get uptight about ■ 
liaclc people coming together," Dr. -Harding said. "We are 
vioving toward new days and they need to move toward new 
Habits, new ways of thinldng." i 
« Mrs. King said she felt IBW's approach should be ezain4 
ined, but outside the framework of the MIK Memorial Center. \ 

Racial . Coop^rq^tjjon ^Favored • 

"Martin beJieved that black people should control their 
own destiny but through sharing and cooperation ... we (at 
the center) have emerged from our cruel past and feel in spite 
of this we must work toward a community of brotherhood. This 
is what Martin Luther King tried to do, he was willing to die 
for this. We must not be diverted from the objective hei 
sought." 

Dr. Harding feels the future of American blades is still un-., 
clear, that the nature of ttieir society is one which still requires . 
much thought. . , .. , 

"I avoid speaking about what kind of society because I am } 
stai thinking about this," Dr. Harding said, "One thing is dear 
to me — if black people are to remain on the North American 
<»ntinGnt and In this country wa must be the ones to set cur: 
direction. We cannot depend on American society to set a 
direction which has any health." / 
I Tlte riddle is too complicated for answers like "intcgri- 
likn" or "back to Africa," says Dr. Harding. " " ' ^ * =• - I 
J "We think about new wi ^y. In ngy wineskins," he added. I 
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The King God Didn't gave: 
Reflections on Life and 
Death of Mjrtm _LjalKer 

^ King_Jr. By John A. Wil- 
■ ITasns. Coward-M c C a ii n, 
Inc. SI pages. 

This book has gained public 
attention because of its discus- 

. sion of FBI wiretaps on Dr. 
Martin Luther King; the 
taps, according to black nov- 
elist John Williams, were part 
of a systematic effort by the 
white power structure to dis- 

, credit and destroy Dr, King. 
The book is more interest- 
ing, though, for its revelation 
of Williams' aliislorical view 
of the world. Williams, whose 
best kno\m previous work is 
"The Ma i Who Cried I Am," 
carries \ is biack conscious- 
sess to that delicate point 
where a ^terary and historical 
perception of reality is sacri- 
ficed to. the revolutionary 
ideal 

He makes his position clear 
in a revealing sentence that 

hr>i>in<: r!han»<>r 9- "Thp 
I — b — ' ^ '• - r - " " - • 

United States Supreme Court 
on May 17, 1954 issued what 
used to be called a historic 
ruling against segregated 



By DAVID HOLMBERG : 

schools." This is, of course, 
patently absurd. History is by 
its nature an unyielding force; 
it cannot be altered by one 
man's simplistic denial of its 
reality. What Williams means ; 
is that the Supreme Court rul- 
ing was an inadequate re- 
sponse to injustice by a cor- 
rupt while society, and that is \ 
an arguable but legitimate 
view. But to say that the deci- 
sion "used to t)e called a his- 
toric ruling" is a kind of mind- 
less, propagandistic indul- 
gence that leads nowhere and 
says nothing. ' ; ' 

The premise for Williams' 
view of Dr. King is more ra- 
tionally stated in the next. 
Chapter: "Since tlie Montgom- 
ery boycott both blacks and 
whites have learned — blacks 
to their impatience and deep- 
ening frustration, and whites 
to their pleasure and relief — 
that the American sociopoliti- 
cal system is designed to. and 
does, absorb a greater number . 
of minority group demands 
than they ever, believed possi- 
ble — absorb them without al- 
tering the . pattern, pace,iOr 
practice of sftCiefy, without al- 
tering the fovgjis^nny)De mil- 



limeter." a" . 

Dr. King, according to Wil- 
liams, was absorbed in the 
same way: He was used to 
assuage the vague but gnaw- 
ing guilt of white society; he 
was allowed to achieve those 
minimal demands which did 
not fundamentally threaten 
the power structure; his phi- 
losophy of non-violence was a 
conveniently restrained form 
of revolution which whites 
knew could ultimately be con- 
trolled. 

And Dr. King himself, in 
Williams view, was uniquely 
suited to play his role : He was 
a well-educated Baptist minis- 
ter from a respectable, middle 
class family whose instincts 
were essentially those of a 
middLe-cIass Protestant; he 
could be momentarily abra- 
sive to white society but nevi 
permanently alienated from 

In supporting this view 
Dr. King, Williams trai 
what he claims were a ser! 
of compromises and defeats: 

fV*A Rirm inpham /^amnaifffi 

Albany, Chicago. And even in 
his finest moment, the March 
on Washington of 1963, there 
was, according to Williams, a 
voice from the crowd that 
challenged the very essence of \„ york Post 
his message: ^ 
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"I have a dreag/^Ji,^=L. 
said again, and befiiMus, his 
voice lost to «11 but those close 
to him, a. man screamed 
". . . that dream, Martini 
Now, goddamit, NOW!" 

It -was only when King op- 
posed the Vietnam war and 
began his Poor People's Cam- 
paign that he truly became a 
threat to white society, Wil- 
liams claims, and it was then 
that he died: 

"To the Vietnam issue . . . 
he came with a certainty that 
must have made some people 
realize that (he) could with 
the right breaks actually be- 
come a genuine power to con- 
tend with. He was, after all, 
considered to be a possible 
running mate on a peace tick- 
et with Dr. Spock. Most 
threatening of all was King's 
planned Poor People's March, 
for a person who seeks to unite 
the nation's poor across caste 
and class lines may have the 
ingredients for genuinely al- 
tering the society. Like others 
before him, he is a danger; lie 
mitet go." J 

Williams offers no new m- 
sigfcts — political, historicil, 
or psychological — in present- 
ing this view of Dr. King, with 
the exception of the wiretap- 
ping discussion. As a novelist, 
he would be expected to have 
some emotional perception of 
Dr. King as a man acting in 
the world, but he fails here 
too. He oversimplifies the de- 
cisions he faced and dimin- 
ishes him as a. human being. 
("This was the makeup," Wil- 
liams says at^the end, "of the 
small pudgy ^ma^ who wks 
Martin Luther King. He lived 
in his time and by design and 
accident made himself a force 
beyond it.") 

The deficiencies of this book 
— it is also badly organized 
and stylistically shoddy — 
cannot be explained away by 
Williams' racial consciousness 
or by his radicalism. Another 
black writer whose political 
views are similar to Williams 
recently produced a biography 
of King which succeeded on 
virtually every level where 
Williams has failed. Williams 
has simply uncovered a few 
headline-grabbing revelations 
about King's problems with 
the FBI, and tossed them in 
together with his own dubious 
interpretation of Dr. Kink's 
lifjL What it adds up to is pf 
littje value in literary and hfe- 
tofir terras, and entirely top 
preo^table and dogmatic in 
Its radical perception of the 
world. ■..> . * 
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"so Ihomtiiilily iiKloclriiiatci.1 K'-^i; anJ 
his pt ?"i> | »(. ' "w T l h the idea lhal 
pitiilalion of the bus company (fo-.c ',.. !: 
the Moiitjiomcry, Ala., boycott] \ a 
viclory for the blacks that Ihcy hc- 
licvcJ it; hclicvcil. loo. that olhei things 
uoiilJ inc\ital-)ly fall like tin soldiers, 
all in ;l ncal line." 

King, s.iNS Williams. siifFcrccI from a 
fatal inabiliu to pficci^c what was hap- 
pcnini! to hini. and believing in hini- 
scU. continued to lash out at the while 
power structure. "He did not iinilersiand 
lhal it had armed him with feather dusl- 
crs." Williams writes. "He was a black 
nviin anil ihcrcforc always was and al- 
ways woLild he naked of power, for he 
was slow, indeed iiiiablc. to perceive 
the tnanipiihilion of white power, and 
ii) the end white power killed him." 

But not. Wiliiams believes, without 
some help from Kinij himself, for King 



^Wiiic socieK: nc vompion). d 
Williams; "Compromi. scs i hat scci:. 
favor black people have aiwiifs iii 
out to be defeats for (hem. 'Polilica' 
pcdicncy' is nonexistent for Nciin 
The demands mailc must be stood h\ 

The Doctors. Only loward the en ! 
his career. Williams feels. <lid Kini: 
ly undcrsland (he realities of pow^ 
America and beiiin to take the • 
that would have made him a Uul\ . 
fective leader by seeking to unite the 
lion's poor across class and color ! 
against the Viet Nam War. This i 
Williams argues, so threatened the 
pcinony of the while jwvver struc; j 
group that it decided thtj! Kin" i. '. 
be destroyed. 

King unwittingly provided the noi' 
Suspecting that some of his associ.it 
had Communist connections, the I 
began lapping Kings telephone and bi 
ging his hotel rooms in 1963. From a 



OPINION 
Posthumous Pillory 

No black American was so widely 
honored in his lifctinie; yet segre- 
gationists denounced Martin Luther 
King Jr. as a Communist and worse, 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover once pub- 
licly branded him a liar, and militant ■ 
blacks eventually came to sec him as 
a "sellout" to the white Eslablishnwnt^^ 
Now a black writer has added yel an- 
other—and unlikely — epithet to those 
fastened on the assassinated leader. In 
a new book. The King God Didn't 
Save (Coward-McCann, Inc.: S5.95), 
Novelist John Williams (Nighr Song. 
The Man Who Cried I Am) calls 
King a failure. 

Full of frustration and seething black 
anger, Williams' book is both a com- 
passionate catalogue of King's strengths 
and achievements and an agonizing re- 
appraisal of his weaknesses. Dedicated 
to Ihc memory of the man Martin Lu- 
ther king "conid have become had he 
lived." the Ixnik argues lhal King was 
the conipliciioiis victim of a "wliiic pow- 
er" plot to manipulate, castrate and ul- 
timately dcsiro) him. 

Fofal Inabitity. Though Williams' 
work is disorganized and repetitive, its 
message is clear. Williams believes that 
white power corrupted and then co- 
opted King by making him believe that 
i-^„,h^ power wj3<^ll|^"A*t'>ct, he had 
V^Ast'l^ni'Q^ li"l>)>7Q concessions 
5(f »li*l«WVdoHd~nbT" 'demand major 
** , 
12 




KING lEAVING HOOVER OFFICE (1964) 
Armed wjf/i feather dvsfers and flawed by hubris. 



suffered from the tragic flaw of hubris. 
An ambitious, middle-class Christian, he 
nought success and basked in the pub- 
lic recognition Ihat his efforts brought 
him, says the author, who interviewed 
many of King's friends and associates 
in preparing his book. King gloated 
over a magazine poll that showed him 
to be the nation's most respected black 
leader, .savored his meetings with pres- 
idents anci kings, accepted the Nobel 
Prize as if it were an inalienable right 
rather than a cherished award. 

But he could nol, states Williams, re- 
late to Ihc black underclass or under- 
stand its impatience with a system that 
refused to recognize its legitimate de- 
mands. Because of this lack of un- 
derstanding, the angry Williams charges. 
King did what no black leader can af- 
ford to do if he is really to influence 



curity viewpoint, the wiretaps uncover 
nothing. They established no links 1 
twcen King and the Communists. 11 
Williams reports, they did turn up an 
tontshing amount of information abi 
King's extensive and vigorous sexual ; 
tivities. (According to one of Williai 
sources, identified only as Person 
"Martin and the rest of them had 
code, A very aiiractivc woman v 
called 'Doctor,' I forget the other nan 
for women not so altractii'e," Williaj 
inforntanl was a "Doctor.^ 

Privote Detail. Most rfcwspapcrs 
noted the rumors and leaks to them 
King's extramarital activities, but ih 
existence undermined Kim' s effec t i 
ncss just the same. The effecf^lSSf? \\ 
liams, was on g of,jlPy political ass 
sination; King was sparedTr only 
the bullet of James Earl Ray. 



the f ni t;i|i'c story. \Vh:ii he docs not 
have is prfcisdy what happened at the 
celebrated iiiccting bcivMJcn mi Director 
Hoover aiw K.mgiti i9fi4, Hyover, Time 
learned, <Ap!aincd to Ring jii.st what 
d;);n<igirit' "priviiie dclail he had on the 
tiipes and Iccluied hiin that his morals 
shmikl be lhi>M' bcruiiiij: a Nohcl prizc- 
vviniKT. He also suyycstcd tliat kin!; 
should lone down his criticism of the 
I HI. K.ing took the advice. His de- 
cline in black esteem followed, a de- 



...lii^o '1 1 Ki n n 1 \' n.irr-it<>rl K*' W'llll'init 

Williams' anuer over the slow prog- 
ress of the fighl for cqualily is more un- 
derstandahlc than some of his charges. 
His depiction of "white power" as "a 
marsh underfoot for anyone not white 
. . . treacherous and deadly" is, of 
course, wildly cxacueratcd. Far more 
serious, Kui^ hin»M-'!f w.is less a vie- 
tun \h:<n he wa^ \ictur. His Io;id- 
ci'ship broiiyht coi^scicnce ami cohesion 
to ihc cause uf black ctjuali)>, while 
his faith in ihc tenets upon which the 



coLintry w;!S fcindcd forced. Anicrh., 
to recognize the equity of "Wis - 
mands and Conijress to lake aclioi: 
meet them. 

Ring's compromises were not ca. 
ulations. but sane and sound recogni. 
of the way progress historically has I-. 
wrung from the American system. .' 
may have failed to reach his iiltini. 
goal. Hut by serving as the catalysl 
the formation of a truly national cr 
nghis movement, he laid the groundwi' 
for its possible success in the future. 
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FECPIE IN THE NEWS ,yy: 



SCLC 



ATL.\.NTA, Ga. (UPD — TIic Southern Christian Lcaci- 
ersiiip Confcronco rc-cloclcd {.he Rev. Ralph D. Abernalhy 

tits president at its ir>th annual convention's closing session 
yesterday. It also attacked the FBI. 
Yesterday's business se.";sion also adopted 10 resolutions, 
one of them vcntins the civil rights organization's anger 
over a recent Time mngazine article witich implied that its 
founder, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., had a "vigorous" 
cxtrom:,iital sex life. 

Another rosolotion called for complete withdrawal of all 
American troops from Vietnam by the end of the year. 

Abcrn.nlhy, who Thursday night called for SCLC to 
sponsor anollior nonviolent mass march on Washington to 
"put this country or. trial," was re-elected along with all 
other incumhcfit of/iccrs. 
I The delegates, in a resolution, attacked the FBI for 
' "tbcir failure to meet their legitimate responsibility such as 
protecting civil rights leaders, stopping narcotics traffic and 
other Organized crime." 

Then they lashed out at a Time magazine article which 
[said FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover met with King in 1964 
and allegedly sliowcd him wiretap tapes containing intimate 
, glimpses into his sex life. 

j Tl\e aricle said King was allegedly forced to soften his 
IJcriticiim of the FBI, but the SCLC denied the story and said 
i' three SCL officials at the 1964 mcetixig called the wiretap 
' story "absolutely not true." 
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fhl Used King Fih in Killer HunPfl 



ify jacK Anaerwrnr 

Now that the 1^ has been 
lifted on intim^t«4aspects of 
! D r. Martin Luther finEV Ufe. 
: this column can rjeveal details 
I which good taste dictated we 
1 withhold At ^ the time ot bis 
I murder. 

I After the Nobel prize win- 
Iner was gunned down on the 
; balcony of his Memphis motel 
; on April 4, 1968, the FBI be- 
jgan painstakingly piecing to-' 
I gether the complex strands of 
his' life In hopes this, -would 
I lead them to bis killer. ' 
: The FBI's work was made 
I easier by the fact that it al- 
I ready had a substantial file on 
i Dr. King compiled through a 
I series of wiretaps started in 
1 1963 at the direction of Attor- 
! ney General Robert Kennedy. 
I This electronic snoopery, 
! first disclosed by this column, 
' illuminated some dark comers 
in the civil rights leader's pri< 
vate life. The TBI reports 
; showed that the minister's dy- 
Inamism and courage bad 
i made him enormously attrac- 
Uve to many women. 

One of these was the "wife 
of a prominent Negro dentist 
m Los Angeles." said a report 
dated Feb. 20, ^968. This infor- 
I mation was furnished by a 
I confidential informant who 
■ said Dr. King had been having 
i an "iliiclt^ffair . . . since 1962 
I with the waman. 

"The soifrce related an Inci- 
I dent'! which occurred some 



hotel, where King was in- 
toxicated at a small gather- 
ing," the report said. "King 
threatened to leap from the 
13th floor window of the hotel 



she loved him." 

The dentist was known to be 
furious about the reported li- 
aison. In fact, the information 
given the FBI suggested that 
the wife's baby might have 
been fathered by Dr. King. 

Sifting eadv £act in the mur- 
der case, the FBI found that 
James £arl Ray, the suspected 
killer, had been in Los Ange- 
les shortly before he returned 
east to stalk Dr. King. Could 
the jealous dentist, the FBI 
wondered, have hired Ray to 
slay King? * ' 

This column, at about the 
same time, learned the name 
o£ the dentist and we flew im- 
mediately to Los Angeles. 
There, In an emotional inter- 
view, the wife told us her rela- 
tionship with Dr. King- was 
"merely a friendship." . Her 
husband loyally backed her 
up. ' ' 

We asked her whether she 
had called Dr. King and she 
responded sharply, "I. didn't 
call him. He called me." She 
said, however, he had tele- 
phoned frequent,Iy and that on 
at least one occasion* «he "had 
seen him off at the airport. 

She said Dr. King had con- 
fided in her that the FBI was 
watching him. But she stead- 
fastly -denied any intimacies. 



around Los Angeles convinced 
us that the dentist could not 
have had anything to do wiUi 
Ray. The FBI came to the 
same conclusion, f ..• .\ 

Buckley a Traveler 

While most reporters 
scheme and save to take those 
foreign trips that give stories 
exotic datelines, columnist 
William Buckley journeys at 
the taxpayers' expense. 

The urbane Buckley, as a 
member of the advisory com- 
mission to the United States 
Information Agency, has 
taken three overseas trips for 
USIA head Frank Shake- 
speare. 

USIA has benevolently 
picked up some $3,768 in 
travel and other expenses 
while Bucldey has served two 
masters — the USIA and the 
demands of his trenchant col- 
umn. The junkets took the 
millionaire- writer and some- 
time politician to Vietnam, 
Thailand, Vienna, Russia and 
Eastern Europe, y' 

Buckley commented that 
when he took his advisory job 
13 months ago he. told USIA "I 
wasn't going to adjourn my 
professional life. I write from 
wherever I ain," T 
ist .'spoke of all- the hours he 
has put in for USIA on. his 
travels, then purred, "In fact, 
I am an unsung philanthrop 
ist" ■ / 



Town Ig Ailing 
Fuguay-Varina, N.C, is a lit- 



is a lit.' . 



^'Lvr^i^rt 4.\.*rH haamIa 

have found themselves almost ' ~~ 
without medical care. Two of - 
its four doctors have died -re-- - 
cently. > ' ; . - i . 

Fsircnts have to drive miles — 
for th^ir children's ' appolntp * _ 
ments. The two doctors left in \ 
the area work ^literally night ^ 
and day. Lilce so many small <_ 
communities, it is impossible - 
to attract yoiing general pcao- 
tiUoners to Fuquay-Va^a. : * ' , 

But although the doctors 
have stayed away, the poUti- / 
cians haven't This time,, it has 
been a lucky thing for the 
town. One of the political cam- . v 
paigners was Rep. Nidt G£lii!i> ' ; 
anakis <D.-N.C.). ■ : r:-l\ 

The congressman saw bot^ a-K* ' 
political and a medical issu^.;^; = 
Since then, the cpngressnl;{m<;^-.. 
has won the support of 12t oft--'; 
his colleagues for a solutioato ' 
problems . like those in the lijr ';■> c 
tie town. " ■ . j' ■.. ^ • ■., 
It would allow the federsl: 
government to pay off educa-' V.; 
tion loans of young doctors : 
and dentists who go to t»r|gi^';^. 
Uce in such'toyms and in pooF'V^, 
urban areas for three years..'- _ 
The measure would cost only - ^ 
about $10 million a year, but. 
has an uphill struggle in. this . 
Congress. ■■ "5 > ' '' ■ < f ■ ' 

Meantime, Calif ianalds has 
his staff looking for doctojr? , ; 
who want to practice in the ,; 
rleasant rural town \, of 
quay-Varloa. N.C. 
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oover Inquiry 

B}' ALEK COFFIN 
|.J. Edgar Hoover should be suspended pending an investiga- ' 
ion into liis fitness to serve as diieclor of the FBI, Jesse Jack- 
in of Clijcago, director of llie Southern Christian Leadership 
Jimfeience's Operation Breadbasket, said Thursday. < 



<- ^ Lsv.'ery said blacks must ini. 
sist on appointment of blackj; 
judges and must not allow whitel' 
U) lake away the right of black,'! 
youngsters to be taught by black 
teachers by saying quality edu- 
cation can't take place in a pre- 
dominantly black school. 

He condemned the "Western 
moraiity that declares that any 
expression of violence on the 
part of the disnheritcd is im- • 
moral while on the part of tho 

•majority it s necessary to keep 
the peace, maintain law and orl 

.^.anj protect the world.V 
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Jackson, speaking to the At- 
.inla Press Club, allackcd what 
.!■• called Hoover's misuse of his 
iffice in claiming that lie-con- 
ronted Dr. Martin LulheV King 
■r. in 1964 with"virc(aps of al- 
■oged extra-marital activities in 
iider to get the civil rights 
iMdcr to tone down criticisms of 
iicFBL . 

Jackson said the real question 
whether King was right in his 
ioinands for equality. He ac- 
uscd Hoover of trying to 
^v.'iitcmaii" King with "very 
<ilimate information . . . that 
d 0 e s n 't matter" and with 



charges about activities Jackson', 
called a "social norm" for many' 
prominent persons, . 

iJackson said, "Tlie FBI says 
it doesn't have enough money 
for catching dope peddlers, but 
runs around making stac 
films." T> 

Jackson, here for the SCLcls ' 
13th annual convention, attacked 
the Nixon administration's em-, 
phasis on war rather than on, 
solving the problems of poverty, -, 
substandard bousing andinade-: 
quale health programs'. ; 

He said the administration is ; 
"not pulling people out of them- 
selves, but pushing them back 

; into their old prejudices," .1 

\ He said that the fear some,' 
white politicians • feel about: 
black leaders is a fear of true ' 
democracy and added that "ar- i 
istocracy under a thin veneer of 

1 democracy"- exists in the nation ■ 

I today. \ 

At the morning session of the ' 

convention, the Kev, J. E. Low- i 
jery of Atlanta, chairman of th#, 
iSCLC board, said that blacks]! 
I not whites, "must determine oim 

agenda." • ■ \- 

Lowery said that before the / / / n yi 

direct action movement, whiles //)0 -* / *^ & ('^ / 0 "/ 
determined the destiny of blacks ' 
through the courts and other , 
methods and tlie result was con- 
trol over blacks. ! 
r He said blacks now must find 
^ays to control their destiny; 
through the administra.lion of* 
justice, education and in the' 
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By ALEX COFi'lX 

Sen, George McGovcrn 



said 



on the case, SCLC. This nation i of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
of ours is blind, but it can be | McGovcrn was referring to a 



v/cdncsday night if the Southern 
■ "lu-istian Lcadersliip Conference 
"uill just s'.i'.y CTi the case, Ihe 
/>alm of social change through 
..ivc and ncn-viclancc shai! re- 
Jeera tlje very soul of America." 

Speaking at the SCLC's 13th 
annual convention's banquet, the 
Soulli Dakota senator said: 

"This nation of ours is suffer-.- 
:ng, but it can be healed. Sis^. 



made to see. Stay on the case,! Time Masozinc article saying 
SCLC. This nation has become i ;}jat FBI Diicctor J. Edgar 
;;"! halted in its passion for justice, ijHoovcr confronted King with 



but it can be set is motion 
again." 

McGovem urged the SCLC to 
"stay on the case" until the 
hungry are fed, the naked are 
clothed, the homeless arc 
housed, the jobless arc employed 
anit this ?:ation "studies war no 
more." 



McGovcrn said Ihe nation 
must guarantee a minimum in- 
come lor the poor just as it 
guarajitees price supports for 
cotton planters, an oil depletion 
allowance for oil-rich million- 
aires and subsidies to shipping 
interests and airlines. 

"Close on the heels of the good 
news of oconomic securlly ioz 
the poor will 'come the good 
news to the nation that crime 
is on the decrease,^ that" de- 
linquency is coming under con- 
^.__trol and that our central cities 
■ can breathe again," McGovcrn 
, ^ I told a packed banquet room at 
the Marriott Motor Hotel. 

McGovcrn earlier had criti- 
cised the "venal effort" being 
made to defame the memory 
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recordings of alleged extra- 
marital activities in an effor'; 
■to get him to tone down criti- 
jcism of the FBL ; 

McGovcrn said it was <i 
"sl^oddy effort to becloud the 
memory of Dr. Iving but I tliink 
r know its cause— a deepening 
insecurity which makes men 
fear instead of trust, hale in- 
stead of love ... Is this the 
state to which we have fallen? 
Is character assassination . . . 
reaching even into the grave- 
necessary to protect our public 
security?" 

During the dinner, Ely Landau, 
producer of a film on the life 
of King, was given the SCLC 
Special Award by Mrs. King. 
Archbishop Helder Camera 
Pessoa of Brazil was awarded 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Award by the Rev. Ralph D. 
Abcvnalhy, King's successor as 
SCLC president. 

Abernalhy also made a $1,000, 
grant to the mother of Fred- 
Hampton, a Black Panther slai;\'| 
last December in Chicago. 
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3LG Leader S 



lis ConHiBiiiBg WiFetaps 



ATLAXTA. Ga., Aug. 11 
(AP>— The ])rcs;c!cnt of the 
Southcrj-. Clirisiian Leader- 
ship Conference charficd 
today that the FBI still is tap- 
ping telephones of officials 
wiihin the civil ri;^hts orsani- 
zation. 

The Rev. Ralph David Abcr- 



in this country 



for justice 
today." 

Asked how he could tell the 
telephones were tapped, Mr, 
Abcrnathy replied: 

"You just pick up the tele- 
plionc. You don't have to be a 
Philadelphia lawyer to know 



naihy responucd to que.stionsiuiat'romcore is"ristcni'^^^^^^^ 
about a l.mc nuvaziiic storv , . 

which s.iul FBI Dircrtoi- J iui.J" 

Kdua: iloovcr confrontQCl the 1 1 ' '^'^ s^"^^ "> the ncws con- 

Jr. ^n^h wirci.nps disc lo aln' i?"'''' '^e^^""'*'" of SCLC. "We 

logcd oxlra.mn i al a ivUies ^T. "f 
AT "i-nwuta. I fiHht for those richls wc arc 

tn:J /T^-' '''^'"^ --^t; guaranteed under the ConstU 
a TO conuTcr.co If ti.c FBIjtution of the United States. 
^h^nTr^\'-'^ the tclc-Kve will continue to move for- 

Pljonc conversations of lop ward in spite of these acts " 



SC 



of 



V , . J ^'cithe^theFBInorYheJii,- 
ooVo u^^'^^' "otonly tice Department had any coi^- 
5>CLC officials but justlmcnt on Mr. Abernatby-I 



abl)ut anyone who stands- uelstatemenU. 
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UPI-192. . - " 

(SCLC) 

ATLANTA— THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE TODAY 
CONDEMNED THE FBI AND A "WAVE OF REPRESSION" IN AMERICA, 

IN ANOTHER . OF 10 RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE CLOSINC .BUSINESS SESSIO^ 
OF ITS 13TH ANNUAIL CONVENTION, 53 :)S :-> 

OF ITS 13TH ANNUAIL CONVENTION, THE SCLC CALLED FOR COMPLETE WITHDRAWAI 
OF ALL U.S. TROOPS FROM SOUTHEAST. ASIA BY THE END OF THE YEAR.. 

THE REV. RALPH ABERNATHY, WHO LAST. NIGHT CALLED FOR THE "TRIAL" 
OF THE- UNITED STATES IN WASHPNGTON NEXT SPRING FOR ALLEGED CRIMES 
AGAINST BLACKS, WAS REELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE CIVIL RIBHTS 
ORGANIZATION, . 

THE SCLC ATTACKED THE FBI AND DIRECTOR J, EDGAR HOOVER FOR "THEIR 
ATTACKS ON DR. (MARTIN LUTHER)5kING AND THEIR FAILURES TO MEET THEIR 
LEGITIMATE RESPONSIBILITY SUCH AS PROTECTING CIVIL RIGHTS. STOPPING 
NARCOTICS TRAFFIC AND OTHER ORGANIZED CRIME." 

THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY DREW THE IRE OF THE SCLC AFTER A 
HJBLISHED ARTICLE IN JIME , MAGAZINE RELATED THAT HOOVER TOLD KING AT A 
WASHINGTON MEETING IN HE. HAD WIRETAPS DETAILING ALLEGED MARITAL 

INFIDELITY. MTHE ARTICLE SAID THE TAPES WERE USED TO GET KING TO 
TONE DOWN HIS CIVIL RIGHTS CAMPAIGN. 

THE RESOLUTION NOTED THAT THREE OTHERS WHO MET WITH KING AND HOOVER 
HAD SAID THE PUBLISHED REPORTS WERE ^ABSOLUTELY NOT TRUE." . 

THE SCLC ALSO CRITICIZED A ."WAVE OF REPRESSION" IN THE NATION 
AGAINST BLACKS, POOR PEOPLE. YOUTH AND OTHERS WHO DISSENT IN PROTEST. 

IT URGED THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO GUARANTEE AN ANNUAL INCOME OF 
$5,500 A YEAR, 
8/14--EG8PED 
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Cha\k up auovhcr victory i"c; the; iibcrais 
r ^\'ho have bi'^cn fi. hiinA \v;vo;,--i} eiiCk'oach- 
ir.ent bj' law ^^ni"orcemo^.^ s^encics on the 
• general public. ' • 

: ^ In a classic case to support the anti- 
|A';rot.->p campaign, FBI Direcio;- J. Ed^ar 
SHoovaF^alieseaiy -ihreaicnec; Dr. , rc-r art 
,iiiUk:itoias_to lay oft ci-iiici.-m of the 
{FBI or wiretap evidciice c. Dr. Ki:5s's 
extramarital sex activities would be re-' 

■ vealed. 

e o e 

THE INCIDEXT, which Ii.id been rumor- 
ed for some timj, is contr.ir.cd in a ncv/ 
book about Dr. Kinr; and elaborated upon 

'by Time m^gLzine in its revicv.*. 

According to Time,' a w-r::t.:>p had been 

jj placed by the FBI On Dr. Ki-i^'s phone to; 
detenr.ine if he were engaged i.i sub- 
vei-sion. No evidence was found, but there 
allegedly was ccnsidorabi^ evidence of 
the late black l/adcr's philar.doring. 

F. Mr. Hoover, ^cco.-ding to Time, lectured 
Dr. King on his norais, afzer dcscribins 
the tapes, and suf,scsted that he tone dovrn 

I ii^s criticism of the FBI. 



1 

1 r ' ^> 



Dr. Kir;; ropjriedly ico> M.-. Hoove's 
advico, ;.,u;)pod critici.'.ir;:^ iho FBI's send- 
ing f.oiithe.a r.g:^.:ts to invc:.; i^ate civil 
rishts ciscs in U.j Sc'«tvi, tv.d gradually 
lo5t Standing amons the blacks. 

1/ the Tine story is true, it is incredible 
^Ihat such a high-ranl:lris official as Mr. 
Hoover could stoop to such bl-ckn-iail. 
But, even if it ii not uac, it is a .graphic 
example of the dar.fiCr of how wiretap 
evidence, collected Oiiiy i-icid^nialiy dur- 
ing an invosti?,aclcn, c?.n be used by the 
wro-is people for blacl<rnaii. 

O O Q 

CrnTAir-JLY case is serlcus 

enough to warrant a it;- ••!:.".' :l Invtstlsa- 
tion. Ii vciy un.'ortun.'iU to h;.vc the late 
Dr. Kind's veputatior. L.-,d ti a c-is;- he^ 

. 5cr\'cd besmitchad, hue it is of the uiinost- 
Tniportanct: for the count.'/ to knov/ if 

|Mr. Hoover used his pov.'er as a:li;f,'ed. If 
he did. he obviously ."".■.o-ild be rer.ioved 
from office and tpuj^li curbs should ts 
adopted to prevent such a misuse of evi- 
dence. 
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roceeds From King Film: $3.5 Milli 



I. 



. NEW YOR^The producer of a documentary on Dr. ■ 
Mart in jUjtheVKing Jj. said Wednesday that showingsj 
(rf tK^^flliSnirffie" United States and overseas Tuesday' 
night raised an cstiipated $3.5 million. ' 

Producer Ely Landau said more than 700,000 persons \ 
In 300 U.S. cities and Copenhagen, Amsterdam and 
Jerusalem attended the one-time showings. Ticlcets yitsn' 
|5 each, s ' 

Landau said the program was an "overwhelming sue-' 

ces s," cv^n J ^hough the turnout did not reachtoe hoped-*' 
for mjjuon mark. 

Proceeds from the showings will go to the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Special Fund, an oi'ganlzation dedicated 
to continuing the slain civil rights leader's nonyioleilt 
struggle against poverty and inequity^ "^k ■ ' 

Screenings of the film, "King: A Filmed Record, .\ 
Montgomery to Memphis," was marred in some areas,* 
including Washington, by bomb threats. No bombs wer«' 
found but on« theater in N«w York canceled the- 
showiifg. ~ ...^ _ ■ -■ . — — i^ .--' 
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King film J 
1^ benefit ! 
March 24 :^1 

■ .^.-.^ v- 

' Whether you're shag- ' 
gy-haired and angry or t 

f neatly cropped and si- 
lent, the night of March | 

' 24 should offer you some- j 
thing to /believe in and: 

' support: "i r \ o 4 

!'■ A movie will be shown i 
'at the Hawaii and King ! 
i Theatres on the late Dr. j 
^ Martin Luther King Jr. | 

; ■ It will cost you $5, and | 
; 100 per cent of it, with no i 
t deductions whatsoever, , 

|wiil*go ijilo 
' Ultb'gT^ing Jr. t^DC^ 

i , The same night you see i 
fihe film In Honolulu, an J 
. estimated one million, j 
other people wiU bei j 
' watching it in other thea* ' 
iters across . the country. .1 

f ! ' The total take is ex-,' 1 
: pected to raise upwards | 
;,of $5 "million. Lfa-tei. 



c 



' n. r 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



^ .gXTtfLE D, "King: A 
: Film elf RedBrtr-«r» 
Montgomery to Mem- 
phis," the full-length film 

traces King's work from 
1955 until his death in \ 
1968. ' ■ ^ 

It was produced by Ely ! 
Landau, whose credits in- 'j 
elude "Long Day's Jour- i 
ney Into Night" and ' 
. '"The Pawnbroker." 

Raw material for the 
film came from' the ar-' 
; chives of every major 
! news-film source in the 
^ United States. Show busi- 
'ness personalities donat- 
I ing their talents include: 

( Harry Belefonte, Dia- 
i hann Carroll, Ben Gazar- 
l ra, Charlton Heston, Burt 
: Lancaster, Walter Matr 
• thau, Paul Newman, Sid- 
; ney P o i t i e r, Anthony '< 
i Quinn, Leslie Uggams \ 
■ and Joa jjne Woo dward. 1 

■: The stars were direct- ^ 

' ed for connecting sequ-. 

' ences by Joseph L. Man-,,> 
kiewicz and Sidney Im- . 

.■met. • ->\ 

Honolulu's represenla- j 
tives for tlie one-night j 
showing are former Gov.'C! 
William F. Quiiip and, 
Gity<(;oik|ciUnanAChafles^ 
M. CampbelL -^^^^ •> ' •• 



PRODUCER Landau,: 
who conceived, the idea;', 
I for the cventr has"ar- 
. ranged for no deductions.; 
i from receipts of the exhl- 'j 
■ ! bition. 

' Ji Selling expenses, thea- ; 
/ i ters, raw stock expendl- 
tuies, print processing, 
production costs and ev- , 

• ery other outlay - arei 

■ being absorbed by the v 
i persons participating, v * 

• landau has donated; 

■ ownership riglits to the } 
i negative of the film. : '| 

The $5 million expected i 
to be raised will go to the ? 
King SfiSMjUifi^' a» 



tax-^edilcGtT? general j 
philanthropic foundation* 
icorporated under thej 
^;ew YorS 
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„ \lt will seek to carry out -• 
■ Kni g"t> pf ^l ciple s *^ "allu Ivx^ - 
als in tlie use of non-vio- 
lent methods to promote 
equality among men, ' 
provide- economic oppor-; 
tunities for the disadvan- ' 
taged, raise public health ? 
standards a m o n g thel 
poor and other related • 
. projects. ' • > . .'' 

Tickets, tax deductible, ; 
are avaUable at ConsoU- '" 
dated theaters 'during ] 
box office hours and at; 
the King and FLoyal Thea- i 
ters. Every ticket guar- • 
antees a seat on a non-re- 
served seat basis, 
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ypnoring Martin 



ITuther 'Kin g^ 

^„ gopn^^ after the death of President John F K gjinjdv, a 
nervous trend spread across the nation to name or re-riaoii 
highways, buiEdirtgs, playgrourtds and other public facilities 
after him.' 

There is something superficial and maybe even 
hypoeriticat about such 'memorial' efforts, and the impulse-, 
did get out of hand. > . ■ 

Now, there is growing serttiment that today, January 15, ! 
should be made a national holiday, because it is the date or ' 
which DrMartin Luther King Jrwasborn. - 

We share that sentiment. 

Like the re-naming of a bridge, the declaration of a 
'national holiday' Is, in reality, a meaaer memorial. The 



greatest memorials to Dr King will never be found in such^ 
efforts, but in the pursuit of the goals, of the dream, for 
which he fought. The 'mountaintop' he envisioned could 
not be represented by the most elaborate statue on earth, 
however well-meant its construction might be. . 

But the fact remains that wrhile we institutionalize and 
honor the birtiidays of several white Americans, none of 
the black men important in our nation's history receive the 
same kind of official remembrance. 

Dr King is to be revered, too. not only as a great Negro ^ 
leader, as one of the most significant social activists of this ' 
country, but as a great man, one who appealed to what is 

Den In all men, who in essence stoprt for the dignitV fiUi''* 
his race alone,^bqtjO(^the human race in totality. 

Some will scoff that a day's freedom from work or 
school is £C3nt hornsg^ to 3 msn of Dr Kins'* ststurc s.'^d 
we agree. The fitting tribute to Dr King will be the 
achievement of the justice he sought in his lifetime. Sadly, - 
that day may be far off . . . 

Now, it would be an appropriate and commendable ' 
gesture to make January 15 a national holiday, in 
celebration and remembrance of a man who urged us all to . 
walk a little taller, to strive for something better than what 
_we are. 
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Black Leader ^ 

A Commcnlary 

By Nicholas von Hoffman 

Many people will keep holiday tomorrow, Dr. Martin 
Luthcr^'Cipg Jr.'s birthday. Tlicy will not be of one 
race only, Dr. King had a hugfi wliite following when 
lie was alive and has a larger one now, almost two 
years after his murder. If there arc any future his- 
torians they may write that he was the most important 
public figure of his time so that men like John Ken- 
^icfly, J. Edgar Hoover, Earl Warren and BuU Connor 
may be principally remembered for their connectioa 
with Dr. King, 

' He wasn't a man of original thought, not really cre- 
ative, but he could recognize other people's new ideas 
and he wasn't too proud to pick them up and use them. 
He did this with the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee. Taking up the ideas which it couldn't dis- 
seminate, he propagated them, incorporated them into 
his own work. SNICK saw the issues first and more 
clearly, but Dr, King could explain them to millions 
of people and persuade them to act. 

He began as a black leader of black men and women; 
on the day of his death he was a black leader of people 
of all races, and on the question of the Vietnam war 
his following was principally white. It's only now that 
blacks in large number are starting to manifest oppo- 
sition to the war. , 

Some people who admired him said that in a way 
it was a blessing he died when he did; they said he 
was slipping, that hc was losing his hold on the masses 
and that he was too much a rural preacher to be effec- 
tive in tlie Northern cities where the worst of the Strug- 
file had moved. 

Dr. King had these dips in fortune before. His was 
a leadership that went in alternately bright and dim 
phases as events and the public mood fluctuated. This 
is to be expected of a- man who wasn't ever able to 
organize a steady base and whose underlying message 
always had to overcome his considerable defects as a 
calculating player of political games. 

For all that, he was irreplaceable. When he died his 
funeral pyre was the burning of 20 American cities. 

When men such as Dr. King pass on, their work is 
uncompleted because what they desire to accomplish 
is so grandly large. They leave us, not so much with 
work unfinished, as with ideals clarified and strength- 
ened. The greatest of these, perhaps, was nonviolence. 
Dr. King made nonviolence as manly, as courageous 
an Jd^l as gunslinglng, although an ideal' it remains^ 
^ ^ gi T j^ii .un0 :oi^4ii^t ^ .tempo of our.murder,B. 
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The political murders are the worst. Thcy^destro)^ ' 
^Klelily Jnd trus*4ikc np other crimes. They're" never . 
forpotien and" years after the victims have bcdn burled 
people ruminate over them, feed their paranoia and ' 
. sriiiloCi- No^iiiig anybody can do can allay such a j 
reaction, but it helps a little if the crimes arcjis .fiil ly.: 
ah J confplctely explained as is humanly possible! ■ . 

This is all the more important when there appears | 
to be some substance to the ruminations. Our political ; 
murders, at least those of the last decade, all have 
blacks, liberals or radicals as their victims. Let's hope | 
ifs simply coincidence that Republicans, conservatives '■ 
and react ion a ncs don't get killed, but still the situation '; 
is such that the very least tliat can be done is to put ^ 
everything that is known about these crimes on thc.j' 
public record. j 

Tliat hasn't happened with Dr. King. The suspicion ; 
pCFMsts that JanicK Karl Kay was part of a conspiracy. ' 
People like Jack Anderson of tlic Washington Merry- ; 
Go-Round have Irifii to discourage the talk, saying it's , 
circuiaicd by Dr. Kiii;; ^ collaborators in llic Southern 

• Christian Leadership Ciinforcnce to help tlicm raise ^ 
money, but sucli scofiing won't sell. The official ex- i 

' planation of how Dr. King was murdered can only be 
accepted by the gullible and those blessed with, great, 
faith in what politicians tell them. 

From time to time officials connected with the case : 
have said that Ray did it because he was a racist, but 
they haven't produced evidence to show he was more; 

-of a racist than a lot of other people who don't com-' 
mit murder. What the record shows is a man who 

■ committed crimes for money, a burglar, a robber and 

• a forger, not an ideologue. 

The prosecution contended that this man broke out^ 
of the Missouri State Penitentiary in 1967, roamed' 
about the country for a year making his living by^ 
crime and then made his way to Memphis where he; 
stalked Dr. King and killed him. After the murder they 
say that he escaped to Atlanta, Montreal, London, Lis-! 
bon and then back to London and he did it all oit;^ 
money he'd either saved up from the profits of older' 
crimes or by committing new ones the particulars of; 
which they're rather vague on. 

U may all be true. It's possible but it gives James : 
Earl Rny a career |)rofilc different from that which' 
mo.st sniall-limc crooks have. Usually this type doesn't 
make mtirh from Iheir crimes and what they make, 
they spend. 

Kay himself has porsistenUy said there was a con-, 
spiracy. lie said it when he pleaded guilty for the 

, murder and he's said it since. Just bccau.sc he says it 
doesn't make it so, but even if he did do it alone there 
arc many questions about how he did it and how he ' 

. escaped. It was not a simple case and before he pleaded 
;:uiUv_tJiie prosecution had lined up 00 witnesses to ; 

[ testify to all its puzzling details. ' ^xsfsr* 



, Ev^n the judge, the late W. Preston Battle, confns ■ 
there was much which needed explaining- "Llke^oth. • 
I would truly like to know how Ray actually foi-r 

, the spot from which to fire. How did Ray know whei 
Rev. Kmg would be? How did he determine the tvi; 

, of weapon to be used? What are the details of tii 

. actual purchase and selection of the weapon' Was h 
alone in surveillance of the Lorraine Motel (where f 
murder took place)? Most puzzling q{ all is his escap 
from Memphis. 

, The judge wasn't sure thai a trial would answer ',i 
these questions: "It is an error to assume that th 
prosecution would have had a chancb to cross-examin 
Ray about his finances or how he escaped from th 
Missouri State Penitentiary, or about persons who gav 
him any aid before or after the slaving of Dr Ki;K 
That assumes Ray would have taken the stand f doub 
very seriously that defense counsel would have riskct 
placmg Ray m such a positton. In fact, as I undcrstan 
.i.-nnis ail along has beea one of the main ;prS 

between^ Ray and various men who have acted fpc llj.' 
defense. They counseled against it, and he kcpt wanl 
ing to take the risk." 

The lawyers may have been right then, but th 
trial's over and P?ay still wants to talk. He can't b 
tried again and he keeps saying' from his maximur 
, security cell that he has a story to tell. It may b 
that he's some kind of nut. Many people believe h 
just wants attention and fame. He's already got thai 
When his bullet struck Dr. King, at that second h 
Eot into the history books just as George Wallac 
did by trying to bar the highway from Selma t^ 
Montgomery. 

Let a congressional committee subpoena Ray. or jjiv 
him an opportunity to testify In a court, by trying hin 
for a lesser charge like violating Dr. King's civil right: 
or form another one of those commissions to take l-.i: 
story down while he stays in the penitentiary, but som* 
way should be found before he's murdered. An ad 
. ministration like the one in office with such a fiiK 
•'^-ise for conspiracies should be up to the task of de 
i,Teriih"ining if ..there was one here. . ' ►^■f^---' 
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;■ ATLANTA. Jan. 13 — The 
' casket of Dr. Martin Luther^ ■ 
d King Jr. •was removed from 
Southview Cemetery Just 
before dawn today and re- 
in lerred under two arcblng 
pecan trees next to the 
church where he used to* 
.preach., ' ' / r ■ . - j 
i The ccene was in stark 
contrast to Dr. King's fu- 
• neral here 21 months ago. 

On that 'warm spring day, 
200,000 mourners came to 
pay final respects to the 
1 apostle of non-violence, and 
the lengthy proceeding* 
wece televised and reported 
. around the world. 

Early this morning the 
only attendants were mem- 
bers ot the family, some 
members of the Southern 
ChrisUan Leadership Con- 
ference, a two-man police 
guard and staff members o( 
ia ^ocal funeral establish- 
ment. The ceremony was 
kept private at ^he wishes 
■o£ the family. 
Quiet Landmark 

The removal was accom- 
plished with so little fan- 
fare that few Atlantans to- 
day realized the tomb was 
now resting fewer than a 
hundred feet away from 
Auburn Avenue — "Sweet i 

• Auburn." as it was known s 
when It wss the cenlap of 
Negro lite in Atlanta. 

A scattering ot people 
'stopped by during the day 
; as two city policemen kept } 
guard in a nearby patrol ; 
J car. Ai ouui.ji»jc»», w»^. ^ 
> tomb had become a major 
■Atlanta, landmark, attract- e 
, ing hundreds . ol .tho.usands •? 
i^of visitors.' ■ ' ' • t; 

liL One day the new tomb j 

t,a s TSS't ♦ViB "Martin ^ 

• wilt l/C a ^a* L v* M.*- •.-«™- 

i Luther King Memorial 



K*/ T artc^^>tc Aflri[f> Ebenezer 
O t ^ TBapHsriSiuib^'^T^^ 



irKing was co-p astor jvith his \ 
i fiinef; iJut tooay flie"tomb J 
'rests near the center of a'; 
field of mud and winter- : 
browned grass. | 
The white marble monu- ^ 
ment is even simpler than } 
the one in Southview— ^ 
which remains the property 1 
of the ceineteiy. ^ ■ ' ■ ■■ x 
On th6 short end are two k 
crossed branches and the 
words, "Rev. Martin Luther ' 
King Jr. (1829-1968) Free at \ 
Last, Free at Last, Thank i 
God Almighty. I'm Free at I 
Last." The quotation comes ■■ 
from a slave spiritual which ..i 
Dr. King frequently quoted .i 
in speeches; It was also in- 
scribed on his first tomb.' 

Tears and Elowen.; 

On either side of the face 
is a .small marble urn, to- 
'TdayNV«filled " With arUflcial^ 
\ roses. During the afternoon 
! a middle-aged black woman, j 
sniffing back tears, added a 
pot of yellow chrysanthe-, 
j mums. ..<■';. 

The Atlanta Braves base- 
. ball organization has prom- ] 
j ised to sod the area with j 
grass before memorial serv- t 
i ices Thursday's, commemo- 
' rating Dr. King's birthday. 
The Rev. Ralph Aber- 
nathy. Dr. King's successor 
as president of the Southern 

ferencc, gave a brief prayer 
•today at the reinterment. 
' The moving of the grave 
■ was a surprise only in its 
timing. It has long been 

piannea laai uic wviu.^ — 

part of the memorial center. 
. A museum of Dr. King's life 
i^wil be built nearby.?^ ' < r 
8. Other parts of the mcmo- J 
rial, a library documentation . 
project and the Institute sf| 
the Black World, already! 
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Planned at Howard 



' ' Organizers of activities to 
' mark the birthday of the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King 
said yesterday they will hold 
a King holiday rally at 2 
p.m. Thursday at Howard 
Univergity'i Crampton Audi- 
torium. . 

Fannie Lou Hammer, a 
Mississippi civil rights- 
! leader, will speak, along 
■with Rep. John Conyers (D- 
Mich.), The program will In- 
- dude a film, "King from 
Montgomery to Memphis," 
which is scheduled to be 
shown at 1,000 theaters In 
the country beginning 
March 24. 

The Rev. Waller E. Faun- 
troy, of the organizing com-; 
mlttce, said acting D.C! 
', School Supt. Benjamin lien-; 
ley would allow students 
with written pennission 
from their parents to take 
the afternoon to attend the 
, rally. 

Mayor Walter E. Washlng- 
l^Cnte^estabUsheef-*-^ 



eral leave policy" for city') 
eftpioyOTl who wlsfftcrtmri? ; 
the day off as a holiday. Mr. ■ 
Fauntroy said Conyers, along 
with 24 other congressmen 
who are sponsoring a bill to 
have Jan. 15 declared a legal 
holiday, have written to the 
mayors of 85 ciiles urging < 
them to establish the holi- ' 
day. 

David Otto, coordinator of 
the D.C. Moratorium Com- 
refttee, urged Moratorium , 
supporters to circulate peti- , 
tions for the new holiday at 
TliuftnHy^ rally.' 
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.' The birthday the late y 
Dr. MartinLuther'Klng Jr. ' 

; on Jan. 15 wUrbe observed-;'' 

' here with a variety o^ spe- A 
cial BTcnts, city officials an- 

S nounced yesterday. 
: Mayor Waiter E. ^^[ashinf- ; 

, ton tald that planning'the 
"observances will be undei^ ■ 
taken by his office, the City 
Council, the city schools and 

'■- religious, civic and business 
organizations. A liberal 

I Jeave policy will be in effect 
:. for city employes, the mayor 

■ said. ' *! 
■ The city encouraged spe- 

': cial observances last April, 
- on the first anniversary of , 
'' the assassination of Dr. 
\ King, after about 150 angry i 
citizens sat in at the City . 

■ Council chambers. 3, 
» But it turned aside a re- , 
' quest that the day be pro- 

i claimed a holiday, in part on 
; tlhe grounds that it lacked 

■ the authority to do so. BiUs ^ 
' pending in Congress would 

malife Dr. King's birthday a 
rj^Snitf' holiday. 




^llHE^ GWU Potr^ 

Dr. Ronald P. Kaufman, 
now assistant director of the 
department of medicine at 
■Kartford (Conn.) HospiUl, 
\ wiirsake over as medical 
. director^ of George Washing- 
ton University Hospital on 
Jan. 5. * \. 
i Dr. Kaufman, "^ho ■ re^ 
ceived his medical ,d^gi^e 
;from the University of^ 
Pennsylvanla--1h 1955, prac- 
,tlced Internal medicine in 
I Hartford and taught at the 
University of Connecticut" 
before taltlng his present 
•post-vv . *' 'f'^ ■ ■ ■ 

i . -. «j « li ' ii, " tM i' i ltif» J. r- > H rf w* 
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' Startfesr next year. Dr. Maftiw 



Luthef^jjiij^y birthday, Jan. 16,^ 



will be known aa Human Rights 
Day and -will be an official holi- 
day at the' City "Univernity, it was 
announced yesterday. AIJ 16 City 
University campiuea will be 
closet! OR th« day to honor the 



civil rlfrhls leader, born^in_1929 

afTu iishar^inated on 
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i Tfir PASSING SHOW^ ^ 

■maties Wil l See^ 
fj/m on Dr. King 

, One thousand theaters in 300 

cities, including Washington, • 

will sh««? a film about Martin ■ 

Lutherki ng next Apffl 7, the 
' week of tKe second anniversa- 
ry of his assassination . 

The film, caUed "King: A 
. FDmed Record . . . Montgom- 
ery to Memphis," is described 

as a record of Dr. King's life 

«nd work from 1955 to 1968. 

Stars who appear include Har- ; 

ry Belalonte, Diahann Carroll, 

Sammy Davis Jr., Ben Gaz- 

zara, Charlton Heston, James . 

Earl Jones, Burt Lancaster, 
Walterl Matthau and Sidneys, 

Poitier, in segments directed,.', 

by Joseph L. Mankiewicz. 

The film was produced by 
Ely Landau, who also orga- 
nized the one-time-only show- 
ing, after which a longer ver- 
sion will be made available to 
schools and churches. The 
theater version is 2 hours and 

; 30 minutes long. * 

' The sponsors of the event 
hope to raise $5 million — a 
million tickets at $5 each. The 
proceeds .vriU. go td the Martm 

. Luther King Jr. Special Fund, 

' which will disburse them to 
organizations that it considers 
to be carrying on the civil- 
rights leader's w»k. 
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Movie to Ho 

^ Plans for a mive "theater- 
party" in tribute/+9«rhe late 
'^.pr. Martin Luthfcf-«1Yig Jr., 
expectecr(Otie"aTferide<rsr" 
rnultaneously by more than 
one ■ miliion people in more 
than 300 elites, were an- 
nounced here yesterday. 
' A. fuU-length film on the 
life and work' of t|p civH 
rights leader, called/ "Kin^^ 
' A Filmed Record .JtJMoiiir 
g'<Sitlenrl6"Mempfiis, will be 
ehtfir%rrtSirwS^t of Jan. 
,14 in 1,000 movie theaters. 

event is expected to 
rais^ $3-million to heli> sup- 
. port organizations dedicated 
to ^ar^ng on the work of 
■ Dh. King from 2955 to his 
death in 19B8. U is a ploject 
of movie producer ElytiaJU 
dau| who has workfa ori the 
""Hsroilaction for more than a 
; year without compensation, 
Djetails of the event were 
announced at a news confer- 
I'Cnce yesterday morning at 
the Americana Hotel, called ' 
by a group represenhng the 
participants, includinl actor ; 
Sidnejjpoitier; JackjjvalenCi, 
'prcsidant"*of the MSttenTPic- 
^ture ^sociation of Am«Tica: 
Julian {Rifkig. president of the 
'T^tionaTAssodation of The* , 
ater Owners;' Dr. Ralph' D. 
Abemathy." president of the . 
Southern Cnristtan Leader- ; 
ship Conference: Mrs. Martin < 
Luther Xing Jr., aAd Mr. Lan> i 
dau. ' ' 

"This event wilK^sUt^lish^,; 
Martin LuUier King in the 
minds of people as the most 
.peaceful leader of the 20th 
century," Dr. Abemathy said. 

Mrs. - King was visMy 
moved by a short segment of 
the film shown at the press f 
conference. The compilation ■' 
of film footage showed Dr. f 
King leading the boycott in 
Montgomery, Ala., in 1955, 
confronting the police in the;)' 
late 1950's and refuting calls i 
to violence by black militants 1 
in the jseo's. " I 

Mrs. King praised Mr. Lan- 
dau, whose film credits In- 
clude "The Pawnbroker," 
"Long Da/s Journey Into 
Night'* and **The Madwoman 
of Chaillof. She said the 
film had an importance be- 
yond financial gains for dvil 
rights groups. ' 

"I feel the messa<;e in the 
snirit of Martin Luther Xing 
which Is embodied ' in ' this 
production will be preserved 
, lOr .generations unborn and 
' will keep alive those t fcl a gs . 



or Dr, Kink 



c 




for which he died and bring 
about a community of brother- 
^hood." she said. 

Dr. Abernathy, referring to 
Dr. King, as his "friend, 
closest associate and peren- 
nial jailmate.'' said of the , 
planned showing". 

"This event will make it 
possible to put an end to 
racism, to put an end to war 
and to put an end to poverty 
in this most prosperous na* 
tion in the history of civiliza- 
Uon'* '•: • ■: 

A two-and-a-half-hour ver- 
sion of the film has been 
created for the Jan. 14 show- 
ings, which will mark the 
only time the motion picture 
will be exhibited in theaters. 
Admission price will be $5. 
Anothsr vers'on, running four 
hours and ?.0 mmiites, subse-f 
ciucntly will be made avail- 1 
able in 35-mm., IC-mm. and I 
8-mm, for presentation in l 
colleges, schools, churches ' 
and other institutions. 
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Movie to Depict^ 
Dr. King's Career 

A documentary movie of the career of the late Dr. Martin 
Luther Kuif Jr. from 1955 in Montgomery to his assassination 



300 other cities, it was announced Xhursday..' 

The movie, which uses tele- 
vision news film and tapes of 
'Dr. King's voice, was produced 
by Ely Landau of New 'York, 
vi^se .movies include '"Rie 
Pawnbroker" and "The Mad- 
won»n of Chaillot." — • • 
■ As' many as one million per- 
sons are expected to view the 
fiim, most of them paying $5 
per ticket. Funds from the one- 
night showing will be distributed 
to oi'ganizations carrying on the 
wo.rk of Dr. King, according to 
officials of the Southeni Qtris- 
Atan I;eadersMp Conference 
* (SCLC) in Atlanta, Dr. King's 
organization. ■ 



"VERY SIMPLY, the film 
seeks to tell the story of the 
career of Dr. King as a civil 
rights leader, a religious lead- 
er and a man of peace," "said' 
Tom Offenburger, SCLC. direc- 
tor of information. - 

At a press conference in New 
York City, Mrs. Martin Luther 
King Jr. said the movie is im- 
portant for more than the money 
It will raise. 

"I feel the message in the 
'spirit of Martin Luther King 
whidi is embodied in this pro- 
[duobion will be preserved for 
generaUons unborn and will 
.keep alive those things for 
^iBhii'h died and bring about 



a CMTimunity" of brotherhood," 

Mrs. King said.'"^'^ . ■ ' . ; 

The Rev. Ralph David Aber- 
naUiy, who worked with Dr. 
King and is now pwsldent of 
the SCLC, said, "This event will 
establish Martin Luther King 
in the minds 'of people as the 
most peaceful leader of the 20th 
century." 

Abemathy and ^ two other 
SCLC leaders, the Rev. Bernard 
Lee and the Rev. Andrew J. 
Young, viewed hundreds of feet 

f\9 fAlai7>Cirvn ViAiirc film finri Tfc. 

tened to tapes of Dr. King's 
conversations as they helped 
production of the movie. 



THE PRODUCER, who Vi 
described as an admirer of Dr. 
King's civil rights efforts, is 
said to. have suggested the doc- 
umentary movie. Landau has 
worked without pay on tiie proj- 
ect since the spring of 1968. 
Dr. King was assassinated In 
Memphis on April 4, 1968. 

After choosing the most ap- 
propriate films, the moviemak- 
ers wound up with a 2V4-hour 
documentary. A longer version 
of 4 hours, 20 minutes will be 
available in 35, 16 and fr-miUi- 
meto* film for showing in. col- 
leges, schools, churches and 
other institutions.' ■ 




seen and heard discussing the 
importance of tiie civil rights 
protest demonstrations in Bir- 
mingham, and as he speaks 
films are shown of poUce dogs 
land fife hoses being Used to 
I quiet the demonstrators in .the; 
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WHAT TO DO pssilHirayusly about Martin ■ 
Luther Xhig is beoprning a oause. One en-,^ 
counters here and mere peUtlari forms to'f 
Congress, requesting that his birthday' be ^ 
made a national nollday, liKe Uncoln's, 
that the day of his assassination be made a 
national day of moumlng, Woo Memorial I>ay. 

And then Mrs. Martin Luther King, who / 
clearly learned from her husband the uses ot 
the prtjss, Is omnipresent: saying, sometimes, ,C 
useful things, saying, other times, most .un- 
fortunate things. - . 'i. • - -. 

A week ago she revealed that she had- ; 
been in commimicatlon with the admJnlstra* v 
tlon concerning a national memmlal to hfcr :j 
dead husband. So far, unexceptionable. ' But t} 
She has now Said sihe has abandoned the ner i 
gotlatians, on the grounds that She has de-:"/ 
tected an "indlffemit attitude" towards black S 
and poor people. "'We lelt that to get Federal 
support for a memorial would have been a ^ i 
beautiful things, Pre^debt Mlxon's str '.^ 
tttude, his lack of r6al '(Sonceni, suggests thatij^] 
his administration Is motivated by racist at?:;- ' 
Utudes."^^ , -■■ .. . - . - V 

REALLY, IT IS enough to drive a poaitl-", * 
clan up a tree. I can imagine what Mr. Klxonj:;'; 
and his lieutenants and the leaders of Con-''"* 
gress are saying privately about Mrs. King's';.; 
Intemperance, and It isn't good. The notion '. 'i 
that "racist attitudes" motivate Mr. Nixon is ? 
paradoxically correct. Because Mr. Nixon" i^v 
would never have paused to negotiate wlth'*^ 
Mrs. King concerning a national memorial to 
her husband except for the fact that Dr. King's ''^ 
was a Negro, and somie might call this racist, '*')! 
u the word is nowadays used. ; ^ ' " AtSi 
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^ If he had been white, the sugcestlon'of 

raising a monument to him would have been ? 
' presumptlvTely ridiculous, not because a white - ' 
1 "man carrying the message of Dr. King on into * 
i martyrdom would be less than an object of ^ , 

1^ national honor, but because there Is a long ; * . * 

line of rhen who are deemed, to have beenf- /^/7 A/o / /" /t /) C 



national benefactors who have not yet' been, 





n 



have been dead {Andrew Jacks<m, say), . 
oyer 100 years. 

MRS. KING AND THE supporters of her 
plan put a curious emphasis on the deslra- 
: billty oi using Federal funds. The fact oi It 
s is that Dr. Martin Luther King was a hero 
and a martyr In one respect In others — one 
s-tshlnlts of his celebration of civil disobedience 
ii— he was the spolcesman for a point of view 
^on clUzen^p which in the opinion of some 
f .7. e-ff., me — Is jnoital to civU society. ' : 

' Or. King's dlscoveiy Of the transcendcait 



« - X :w * * ' • 




.■TUr hts of the Individual conscience Is the.'i 
kind of thing .that killed Jim Crow all right, i 
3 But It is also the kind of thing that killed 'j« 
Bobby Kennedy. And there are those who , ^ 
would Ue reluctant for that reason to toe co-'.-j 
opted, as implicitly they v/ould be, in any na- 4 
tional monument constructed by Federal,:* 
funds, or any holiday whldi called jtor, the j^ 
shutting down of . national institutions.' ^ 

SB RELY WHAT MAKES sense here, as so 4 
often is the case, is to encourage people to i> 
act in their own behalf, to express them-;^ 
selves freely. The statue to Franklin Delano 
Hoceevelt In London was built by the contri-'^ 
butlons of the BriOalh people, collected on 
voluntary basis. When Sen. Robert A. Taft 
died, his friends, feeling deeply his loss, in- -J 
sUtUted a Robert Taft institute one purpose "-j 
of which was to collect money to construct a ;^ 
carillon on the park outside the Capitol. True, v3 
' the goromment deeded over a few square 3 
/ feet of sod for the use of the friends ol Rob- (c 
ert Talt. And surely It would be a sensible K 
compromise, In the present impasse, for thel' 
government to do as much for the friends I » 
of Martin Luther King. But let them tlhen ^ 
raise the money, from, private sources. ^;r'',;r^ 

• Memorials so constructed .may be less 
grand than the behemoths undertaken by^ 
aof of Congress. But they are in many ways ;t 
more Impressive. And surely it Is fitting, un-;.| 
der the clrcumstanoess, to follow iiie prece-^.^/' 
dent: even as the frl^ds of Robert Kennedy > 

• intend to do. f ^ - ',, 



ABOVE ALL, MRS. King should t>e Goun'4 
seled to stop the radst taUc Because more ol^ 
that, and she wilt antagonize those whom:y,' 

^there is no purpose In antagonl^g. It is time i^; 
to mute the memory of one Martin Luther /r ■ 
King, the advocate of civil disobedience who 

/once likened Amd^ca's foreign policy to Nazi. 
Germany's: and stress Instead the qualities V; 

' that made him admirable — his courage, his >s 

' moral strength, his great eloquence. That is 
not accomplished by atlrllKtting racism to v 
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■ ^T^at tj^ do tiostfiariionsif \ 
about Martin Lut hei^jcin g iis 
'becoming talfi^.' UU «n- 
couaters Iwre and Uiere peti- 
tion forms to Congress, re- 

1 questing that his birthday be 
'made a national holiday, like 
' Lincoln's, or that the day of 
bis assassination be made a 
national day of mourning, likft' 
Memoiia] Day. And then Mrs. 
Martin Luther King, who 
dearly learned from her hus- 
band the uses of the press, is 

■ omnipresent: Saying, some-- 
times, useful things. Saying, 
otiier times, most unfortunate 
things. 

' A week ago she revealed 
that she had been in communi-: 

'cation with the admioistraUcm 
ooocemBg a oational memori- 
ai.to her dead husband. So far, 
unexceptiwiable. But she has 
now said she has abandoned 
the negotiatious, Gii tue 
grounds that she has detected 
an "indifferent attitude" to- 
wards black and poor people. 
,"We felt that to get federal 
, support for a memorial would 
have been a beautiful thing. 
. . But President Nixon's atti- 
tude, his lack of real concern, 
suggests that his administra- 
tion is motivated by racist at- 
'titudes.'V-^ ' 



' Keally, it is enough to drive 
■a politician up a £ee. I can^ 
Imagine what Nixoo and his' 
lieutenants and the leaders of 
Congress are saying privately 
about Mrs. King's intemper- 
-ance,'and it isn't good. Thei 
.notion that "racist attitudes" 
motivate Nixon is paradoxical- . 
jy correct. Because Nixon 
would nevw have paused to 
negotiate with Mrs. King con- 
cerning a national memorial 
to her husband except for the 
^af» ♦»»i».^f..King was a 



gro, some mig ilt Ciiu CIii l i ; 
racist, as the word is nowa- 
days used. 

If he had been white, &» 
suggestion of raising a mon- 
cment to him would have been 
presumptively ' ridiculous, not ^ 
because a whiCe man carrying ' 
the message of Dr. King on 
into martyrdom would be less 
than an object of national hon- , 
or, but because there is a long , 
line of men who are deemed to 
have ' been national benetac- , 
,tors who have not yet been; 
, memorialized in concrete', and ] 
some of them have been dead , 
.(Andrew Jackson, say), for. 
.over 100 years. ' 'j; .• ' - *;> 



" Mrs. King and the support- ' 
ers of her plan put a curious . 
eniphasis on the desirability of ' 
using federal funds. The fact 
of it is that Dr. Martin Luther, 
King was a hero and a martyr , 
in one respect, in others— one ' 
thinks of his celebration of civ- 
il disobedience-^e was the| 
spokesman for a point of view, 
on citizenship 'which in the , 
opinion of some— e.g. meVis.'; 
mortal to "civti>soeie^.'» ** * 
Dr. King's discovery of the| 
transcendent rights of the indi- 
vidual conscience is the kind, 
of thing that killed Jim Crow l 
all right. But it is also the kind 
, of thing that killed Bobby Ken- 
• nedy. And there are tiiose who ■ 
would be reluctant for that, 
reason to be co-opted, as im- ; 
plcitly they would be, in any ■ 
national ntonument omstruct- 
>ed by federal funds, or any 
. holiday which called for the 
' shutting down of national insti-' 
tuiions. - ; 
, Surely what makes sense 
here, as so often is the case, is 
- to encourage people to act In 
their own behalf, to express 
. thpiSEijESs, freely. The statue 
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in London 

contributions of \ the BriUsh 
people, collected on a volun- 
tary basis, When Sen. Robert 
A. Taft died his friends, feel- 
ing deeply his loss, instituted a' 
Robert Taft Institute, one pur-,' 
pose of which was to collect 
' money to construct a carillon' 
: on the park outside the Caid- 

M. . V*- ;'--- - - ■■■■ •■;•■.'.• ■•< 
; True, the government deed- 
' ed over a few square feet of. 
I sod for the use of the friends 
;of Robert Taft. And surely it. 
: would be a sensible compro< 
'jnise, in the present impasse, 
for the government to do as' 
. much for the friends of Martin 
Lutlier King. But let tbem^ 
then raise -the moo^ from 
private sources. * 
' Memorials so constructed, 
may be less grand than the 
behemoths undertaken by Act 
of Congress, But they are in 
many ways more impressive. 
And surely it is fitting, under The Washington Post 
the circumstances, to follow Times Herald — . 



the precedent: Even as U» The Washington Daily Newe _ 
friends of Robert Keaaeay la- . . .... 

tendtodo. « . ' .. The Evening star <WaBhington) 

: V ' ■ '^■' ■ \ The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 

.'. '! 'v . "k *' • ' Daily Newa (New Yoik> 

■'* J, "-'■^S'-'-W-'' Sunday Newa (New YoA> 

Above all, Mrs. King should New York Post . 



be counseled to stop the rac- ^he New York Times , 
ist-talk. Because more of that, _ , , ^ 
and she will anUgonize those The Sun (BaUimore) _ 

whom there is 'no purpose in The Daily World . 

antagonizing. », is_Ume to ^^^^ ^^^^ 



mute the memory of one Mar- 
tin Luther King, the advocate The wall Street Journal 
of civil disobedience who once xhe National Observer _ 
likened America's foreignpoli- p„„„. „, . . ' ' 

jcy to Nail-Cermany's: And P**»P'« » ^'^^^ — 

' stress instead the qualities. Examiner (Waahington) . 
i that made him adiui]^le-TUs]~ 

'courage, his moral strength,' 

his great eloquence. That is 
not accomplished by attribut* 
ing racism to the Nixon ad-.""^" 
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Memorial 



By Carroll Kilpalrick 

W mhlDllon rnt B'.»^f WiSter 

■White House otfidals i 
pressed surprise snd dismay 
ycftcrday that Mrs. MSTtin 
Luther King Jr. hclieved they 
Tvere urinterfstfd In helping 
establish » memorial to tcr 
husband. • - i 

Mrs. KInE was quoted ai 
tayiriR that "I'residcnl Nlxon'a 
attilude, his lack of real con- 
cern. sugEests that he has not 
evolved £rom racist retlexcs." 

Leonard Garment, special 
consullaiil to the President, 
tald that the administration 
supports the Idea for cttahllsii- 
inent of an institute for'-Airo- 
American Affairs In Dr. King'l 
mctnory. " ' ^"i 

^\'hilc it dcclirietl to support 
a Martin Luther King national 
park it acrecd to provide bclp 
in establishlns ■ private me- 
morial park to 4iis memory, 
Garment explained. 1 
:\Irs. KlnK's break-off In 
talks with the adminlstratloni ' 
apparently resulted from <Ui-» 
iffreement over the park pltn.j i r 

Bobcrt H. Finch, Secretary; 
of IleaUh, EducatKlo and Wel-j 
Jare,vyl''lcd Mrti KlnR -Jn- ; 
Atlanta In April and wrote) 
her In June about federal eup-j 
port for such an Institute, 
G^^rmcpt said, • " 

On Aug. 1. Garment wrote 
Mrs. KinR that the President' 
"has expressed creal interest"! \ 
in seeing tliat a suitable mem-i 
orial i? c.';tablishcd to the; 
memory of Dr. King.' ' . j 
"Secretary Finch- haSi 
■ already communicated' with' 
' you atxiut the admlnistra-tlon 
providing financial asslslancej 
for the Institute for Afro-j 
American Affairs, a living 
memorial which we feci would 
«crve the double purpose o'lRrr.il? 
honorini! the name of Martin!' 
I.,uther King and of perpetual- 1 } ,^ . / 

Ing the Ideas for which hel 

- atruRglcd," Garment wrote. ' 
"In addition, although we 
«rr not prepared at the pres- 
ent time to propose Icgi.vla- 
tlon lequestlnj! the creation, 
of a new national park, we] 
arc prepared to look for fundsi 
to assist in the establlshmenlj 
of A private nirinorlal park."! 

C:armcnl s-iid th«t both the 
Joitn^on and Nixon adminls . - 
trailnna hail conildtred pro 
I>^ita1f fur a mrmorlal to I'r 
Kinc ai^d that the Nixon ad- 
nilni<lr«tlon concluded that it^ 
would support an Idea for a! \ 
]i\inK memorial, provldins 
tor>iccj, embodied In an In- 
•tliuie. 

The first the White House 
knew that Jlrs. King was un- 
happy about the plans wa< 
when she made her slalomenl 
last week that the adminlstra 
' ~ Hon was not iotcrested. Gar- 
ment said, tr 7' 
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Coor K Vt :/?T"!nffPjr:'-; Muslin known as 
lOK. i-nie*.cj '-0 life if"- the slaying of 
lh}CC r.icr. t;.v.':tf ^I'^Jm a Nc2,ro. He told the 
iuil-'j V.\"'j':'.c'.-.s(i'; . Fla., "I Viate you ai: — 

fii I KiUtd." He also said he 

:hfj;;M hi: si-oaVj i*.iei irod because society 
tad hi^n. 
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Liy lONATHAN COTTIX 
T!te Hojse passed and 

•liopcd to the Seiiate ycster- 
.ly a bill that wou.d ban a 
lY-eat of lai: year's muddy 
i -urreciion City e n »; a p- 
ii-m near shu Llncoin r.:oino- 

i he measure, pabsi-d by 

rdll c.'.l vo:c, o:ri\ts 
'The Secretary of I'.ic !n-. 



gularly designated for such 
purposes." 

The HoUbC Interior Commit- 
tee's favorable report on tha 
bill said that Cor.gress must 
* c u n s e r V e ?be values cor>- 
tairibd in the various units of 
the National Park Systo^n." 

The panel .said tbe Interior 
Si'trct:iry',s iunlioriiy »s now 
"itKJ broad." It was former 
Scc.-elary Stewart Udall who 



week Poor Peoples' camp-in. 

A disse.iiing committee mi- 
nority said the bill limits the 
Interior Secretary's flexibility 
in dealing with a crisis. 

Rep. William F. Ryan, D- 



t rior shall not permit c.i.-rp-; T approved the Southern Chris- 
or overnight occupancy or i I lian Leadership Conference's- 
erection of any temporary!) use of the groi/.ds near the 

I'iciier "tsxtept on lands "re- s Lincoln Me.norial for a six- 



Dr. JC.'ncj scjjooJ 

The Prince Geofjjes sehoal 
board has r.amcd a nev.' junior 
hish !>chG(>l it; tfta l.tte Dr. 
lti:;rtin .Luthtf'.Cin; Jr. Tho 
' An-.njtniale Ro.'.d icinool is 
schc-dulcd 10 open in the fall of 



N.Y., principal architect of the 
dissent contended that the bill 
is nothing more than "an afr 
ter-the-fact reprimand of th'; 
former Secretary of the InteriV 
or.". . . \ 
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Pi'hidple ai Issue in K'mci Wh-etan, 



Day nflor day ^le niailman 
has brought lotlcfe from peo- 
ple eager to iiroveihat the late 
Robert F. KennoM did not, as 
attorney general, 4rt;e and ap- 
prove/^ wiretap oft Dr. Martin 
LuthctL-lving because tie con- 
sidered King a security risk. 

I have also received a batch '. 
of letters from persons happy 
(o call Senator Kennedy "a ■ 
phony who posed as a great 
friend of the King family" 
even wJiile knowing that ho ' 
had approved a gross intrusion ' 
of the civil rights leader's pri- 
vacy. 

Oddly enough, many kitcrs 
on both sides refer vnsucly to . 
a so-called debate la.st year 
between Kennedy and Eugene 
McCarthy as proof of the point 
they hope to make. 

The program these many 
readers refer to was ABC's 
i "Issues and Answers" of June 

^" *f*- 1, 1068. The transcript shows 

ABC's Bill Lawrence asking , 
Kennedy about reports that 
"as attorney general you spe- 
6^ cifically authorized or con- ; 
doned a wiretap on Martin Lu- 
ther King. Is this true?" 

Kennedy replied: "I was in- 
volved as attorney general, ^ 
had the responsibility for the 
national security of the United 
Suites. Under an agreement 
that was made by Franklin 
Jtoc5e\'eir in 1940. the.sttcsjssy, _ 

geioriJ v.'Es given permissioa 
to give approval of a wiretap 
— I never gave any permis- 
sion for bugging. Nobody was 
. given, nor was any permission 
^ asked tor, in any case. 

"I was given permission to 
wiretap in cases Uiat involved 
the national security of the 

i United States, where the direc- 
tor of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and oUicrs {clt 
that the national security of 
llic United Stales was threat- 
ened. 

"I linve never discussed in- 
dividual cases, and it would be 
a violation of the law if I did, 
no matter what the political 
benefits might be for me. But 
what I do want to say is as far 
as Martin Luther King is con- 
cerned, he was a loyal, dedi- 
cated American who*tn my 
judgment, made a 



,.?,'5Wi Vfiat are the MctAs cc. 
foes of the late senator to 
make of that disjointed, some- 
what Gvnsivo, obviously em- 
barrassed reply? 

First, I consider it an admis- 
sion that Kennedy approved 

I the wiretap because "the 
director of the FBI and others 
felt that the national security 
of the U.S. was tlireatened." 

We also note that Kennedy 
emphasized U>at he did not 
C0i?sider King a security risk, 
but "a loyal, dedicated Ameri- 
can." Tliis is completely con- 
Jtrary to FBI Director J. Edgar 
llioover's aVlegaiion that Ken- 
nedy urged him to wiretap 
'King. 

' Only knowledgeable readers 
I will catch the significance of 
! Kennedy's remark that he 
"never gave any permission 
■ for bugging." 

Kennedy knew that the dirt 
jthe FBI was hauling to Capitol 
Hill and into editorial offices 
in an effort to destroy King 
had not come from the wire- 
tap; it had come primarily 
from bugging King's suite at 
the WiUard Hotel here in 
Washington and from the bug- 
• ging of other hotel rooms and 
.• apartments. 

That, dear confused readers, 
is the record of the TV debate. 

But may I repeat that' the 
|"Kennedy or Hoover?" argu- 
ment is irrelevant to the 
points I hsvs msdfi in earlier 
columns. I never wrote that 
|Hoovcr installed "a wiretap" 
without Kennedy's approval. I • 
(said the FBI has used illegal ■ 
wiretaps and buggings. (Note ! 
|how careful Hoover and his ) 
spokesmen have been to say ; 
nothing about buggings. They ' 
assumed, apparently corrects 
ly, that the public and most of 
the press did not know the ■ 
difference between a wiretap , 
'auu n inig and would-iiujvAijr-* 

get !i^t -in a smofeisciow 
about Kennedy and the wire- 
'tap.) 

' 1 said the taps and bug- 
gings were immoral and un- 
American and that the use to 
Iwhich the FBI put mate.ial 
from the surveillance was des- 
picable, to say the leasL 

What the public needs to fo- 
cus on is not personalities— not 
a blind loyalty to a K eoDedy> 



5 5 AUG 12 •Jy-''5^r;jnGiig.braHoover,': 



Th^^L•;suc is the c^lcst- 
which we, in our fear or frus- 
tration, will permit the erosion 
of basic Constitutional rights 

and the invasion of privacy, 
J Ally. Gen. John Mitchell has 
claimed an almost dcvine 
right to put electronic surveil- 
lance on almost anyone he 
thinks is out to subvert the 
status quo. He claims that this 
right flows to him through the 
President and that no court 
approval or supervision is re- 
quired. 

This kind of ominous as- 
sumption of power raises is- 
sues tiat transcend any fuss 
over the personalities iOr 
volved. 

«!♦*». ■ 
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Tfie^King Case fsClosed 



Z2i 



Righteous anger was unconfined 
Jn Liberalville last month when it 
was revealed in a federaL-^ourt 
hearing that MartijnuLuthsaciKing 
(had been under an FBI wiretan' 
from 1961 until his death. 



J The expected public figures and 
fexpected newspapers quickiy fell 
Into line behind syndicated colum- 
.iiist Carl Rowan, and in the name 
fof everything holy began chanting 
for the resignation of J. Edgar 
■IHoover. For he had, they alleged. 
^ ordered the wiretap on his own. 

i If publicly pressed, most of 
.those chanters would have insisted 
mey had nothing against Hoover 
pfersonally. mind you. but simply 
cpheved that anyone who could 
sUspect King of wrongdoing did 
nbt deserve a position of high re- 
sponsibility. "Highanded ... vi- 
cious . . . dangerous . . . ridicu- 
rKR?^h-^f a^^i^cV^es pinned on the- 
IpBi chief were almost endless. -.. 

ilLThen Hoover dropped the bomb;^ 
Former Atty Gen. Robert F. Ken- 
J jedy himself authorized the tap 
l/be^aigraad-f BI and Justice 



j partment records were available 
I toproveit , .' ^ . . . 

A great hush fell over Liberal- 

All ttie righteous anger that ltd 
|— nght up to the Hoover In- 
nouncement — paraded noisily Ld 
and down its streets was suddenly 
shushed and yanked behind bolted 
doors like a jiaughty child. The 
wiretap of Dr. King ceased to be 
an issue in the. twinkling of a lie. 

/ But. you ask. if they caUed Hoo^ 
•vers action highhanded, vicioKs' 
dangerous and r i d i c u 1 o uls. 
shouldn't they, in fairness.- hate 
labeled the Kennedy action wfth 
the same adjectives? - In fact 
wouldn't their failure to do that 
very thing suggest that Liberal- 
ville s residents, rather than being 
genuinely shocked over the treat 
ment of Dr. King, simply saw the 
issue as a bench to stand on in 
I order to reach Hoover's scalp? , * v 
■^^Those are valid questions. But 
don t bother putting them to Ihe 
citizens of Liberalville: For tb*ai 
- dfe King case is ctosed.' ^ ' ' " P^ ^: 
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Communis) 

By Paul^cott 




WASHINGTON, D. C. — Private air- 



jing 01 me t oi s recorumg or, private con- 
.'versations Dr. Martin LutheL/King condu- 
ed with his protest advisers could go a loiif ' 
way toward cbangins the image of the slain 
civil rights leader. / ■, , ? 

Summaries ot the recordings, as re- . 
vealed to members of House Appropriatiba 

Subcommittee, beaded by Rep. Jolin J. 
Rooney iBJU.Y.) clearly indicate that Kin£ : 
was in direct contact with one of the most | 
influontial communists in the U.S. ', 

' With leads obtained from their eluc- , 
Itronie eavesdropping, the FBI was able to \ 
coulirm that this Kremlin agent, whose ' 
ioflueace extended into the highest rsxiks of 
the Communist Purty, USA, was one of • 
King's ghost writers and chief advisers on 
protest strategy. 

In addition to t)he evidence gained 
Jfrom the King recordings, the FBI succeed- ; 
ed in taldng several photographs of the civil 
rights leader meeting with this covert com- '. 
munist operator at one of the major US.- 
airports. 

King, whose assassinatioa in Memphis, 
Tenn., in April, 1968, is still carried as an 
J"opaa investigation" by the FBI, was first 
put under surveiUiance in 1961 when the 
late Robert Kemiedy was attorney generaL 

Although Kennedy after leaving the 
Justice Department denied any knowledge ' 

(of the King's surveillance, FBI and Justice ^ 
Department records show he authorized the : 
inQuiix'uurixtg a ccisference attended by j 

\ FBI Dkector J. Edgar Hoover, then Deputy 
Attorney Geiwral Micholas de Katzenbacb, '. 
and lanotber hifh-raoking FBI aide. 

The surveillance of King, now under ' 

fire by several large East Coast newspapers, ! 

was the outgrovyrlh of information the FBI ^ 

agents obtained during its investigation of i 
another national security ease. 

When King's name was mentioned 
several times by one of the persons under 
surveiliasce in the oase, it was dedded^^ 
that the dvU rights leader should be place<fy 
under close observation. 

I The FBI inquiry, which continued for ) 
several years, involved King's trip to Swe- 
den and East Germany as well as his pre- 
parat jjpns tg j^ ad the so called "Poor Army 
Campaign", . to ' disrupt , WashingtoBT"*"* 
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FOR THE RECORD ~ These , and $Xh& T 
still SCTTETTfetails of King's activities were 
|revealed by FBI Director J. Edgar Hoovei 
to members of the Rooney subcommittee 
shortly before the civil rights leader was 
slain. 

Deeply concerned about King's plans 
to disrupt Washington, the legislators had 

requested the briefing so they would be 
prepared to blunt his assult on Congress 
should that become oeceissaiy. ."C ' ..-^ 

I So alarming was the FBI's data on 
King that the lawmakers took the extraor- 
dinary step of briefing House Speaker 
John McCormack. This information alone 
|with otlier materials furnished by the FBI 
caused McCormack to make extensive pre- 
parations, including the alerting of military 
units, to defend the Capitci against King's 
plans to cause massive disruption. 

The House Democratic leaders, all 
strong supporters of the lale President 
Kennedy, were reputedly shocked at the 
guttertype language King used in private ' 
conversations about the late President. 

I Other recordings in the FBI files | 
dealt extensively with bis private life, ac- , 
cording to the legislators, and showed that 
there were two Kings, one the public knew , 
and the other known only . to his closest ' 
|friends and the FBI. ' | 

Although no government lagency or : 
commission made a study of King's long- 
range strategy of protest, there is enough 
I evidence in the files of the FBI to show, 
that King's goal was to create a mass pro- 
test movement. With the movement, King 
and bis advisers hoped to force a racial 
change in the country's form of govern- 
ment. 

King's leadership task was to give the 
over-all movement "motion" and an accept- 
able "Jmafio" Uiat would attract milUont 
of Ncgroos, young pci^Ic, Iho poor, clergy. 
and those disenchanted with Uie Vietnaoi 
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FBI Ir 

of King's CoBiversatiorvs 



* Public airini^ of the I'lJI's recordings 
of private convcrsalions Dr^_Martin 
Lulhcr King concWct^fiPivirhis protest 
'udvi«fs~could a long way toward 
changing the in^gc of the slain civil 
rights leader. i 

Summaries of ^ho recordings, as re- 
vealed to members of a House Appropri- ■ 
ations subconiniincc, headed by Rep. 
John J. Rooncy (D.-N.Y.). clearly in- 
dicate that King was in direct contact 
with one of the most influcnlial Com- 
munists in the U.S. 

With leads obtained from their 
electronic eavesdropping, Ihc FBI 
was able to confirm that this Kremlin 
agent, whose influcnco extended into 
the highest ranks of the Communist 
Party, U.S.A., was one of King's 
ghost writers and chief advisers on 
protest strategy. 

In addition to the evidence gained 

".from the King recordings, the FBI suc- 
ceeded in taking several photographs of 
the civil rights leader meeting with this 
covert Communist opcrator*at one of 
the major U.S. airports. 

King, whose assassination in Memphis, j 
Tcnn., in April 1968, is still carried as' 
an "open investigation" by the •.FBI,' 
was first -put under government surveil- 
lance in 1961 when the late Robert 
Kennedy was attorney general. 

Although Kennedy after leaving the 
Justice Department denied any know- 
ledge of King's surveillance, FBI and 
Justice Department records show he 
authorized the inquiry during a confer- 
ence attended by FBI Director J. Edgar 
Hoover. then -Deputy Atty. Ccn. 
.Nicholas dc Kalzcnbach, and another 
high-ranking FBI aide. 

The surveillance of King, now under 
.•"ire by several 'lafgc East ■Coast nfcws- 
papers, was the outgrowth of informa- 
tion that the FBI agents obtained during 
its investigation of another national sec- 
urity case. 

When King's 'name was mentioned 
several times by one of the persons under 
surveillance in the case, it was decided 
that the civil rights leader should be 
placed under dose observation. 

The FBI inquiry, wMch continued for 
^ several years, involved King's trips to 
Sweden and East Germany as well as 
l-.is preparations to lead the "so-called 
'■/•ocp (CanlpSlgrfOpiQ disrupt 

' Tiicsc ai\d other stiil-secrel details of 



Bv PAbHTSCOTT ' >■ : , 

of ihc Rooiiey subcommittee shortly' 
before the civil rights leader was slainj. 

Deeply concerned about King's plan| 
to disrupt Washington, the legislators' 
had rcquoblcd the briefing so they would ; 
be prepared to blunt his assault on | 
Congress should that become necessary. ' 

So alarming was the FBI's data on ; 
King that the lawmakers took the extra- 
ordinary step of briefing House Speaker . 
John McCormack. This information, i 
along with other material furnished by - 
the FBI, caused McCormack to make j 
extensive preparations, including the ] 
.alerting of military units to defend the.j 
Capitol against King's plans to cause 
massive disruption. 

The House Democratic leaders, . 
all strong supporters of the late 
President Kennedy, were reputedly 
shocked at the gutter-type language 
King used in private conversations 
about the late President. 

Other recordings in the FBI files dealt 
extensively with his private life, according 
to the legislators, and showed that there 
were two Kings— one the public knew 
and the other known only to his Closest 
friends and the FBI. . ' 

Although no government agency o 
commission has made a study of King* 
- long-range strategy of protest, there is - j 
enough evidence in the files of the FBI t 
to show that King's goal was to create |' 
a mass protest movement. With the j 
movement. King and his advisers hoped ^' 
to'forcc a radical change in this country's j 
form of government. . .! 

King's leadership task was to give ! 
the over-all movement "motion" -and 
an acceptable "imagc"lhat would attract 
millions of Negroes, young people, the 
. poor, clergy, and those disenchanted with 
the Vict Nam war. . , 

His tactics in changing his protest 
leadership from one of civil rights to 
anti-vvar, anti-poverty, and anti-govern- 
ment during the closing days of his 
life were ^arl of this grand strategy. 

• Whether most of these FBI recordings, 
since many of them deal with national 
' security cases still under investigation, 
will ever be revealed by the Nixon 
Administration is conjectural. j 

Should supporters of King, hoVvevcr, | 
pump new life into the stalled drive in ! 
Congress to create a national holidiiy 
lionorii>B l>ini, >k'i>uiiulii ct\u\A l>i 
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HUMAN EVENTS 
Washington, D. C. 
June 28, 1969 , 




The late Rev. Or. Martin Luther King 

allecedly had conversations with an • ' ' ' i 

mdueniial U.S. Communist. • ■ - ' - ' ■ t . 

thai occurs, the "Martin Lullicr King • . - ' 

tapes" could become big news. j . , '. 

For now, the only pubiic confirmaiion :-| ' . . ' " • • 

..of the King recordings comes from • ■ "f-- 

■ Houston Federal Judge Joe Ingraham's j . .' ■ . 
hearing involving the case of former ,' ■ ■ 
heavyweight boxing champion Cassius ' ' ' , . 
Clay. I •< 

Testimony by FBI agents in the i . ; . .: • 

Houston hearing revealed that conversa- I ' - • V * 

tions of King and Clay were recorded. | '■ *" 

In one instance. Judge Ingraham pro- \> • - "■■ -v '- ■ ' ': ■ 

nounccd it a matter of national security-* t'i ' .'l' 

and refused to let it be made public. , ] " ' Z.:^' . / ; . ''-}'.] ' 

Clay, convicted of draft dodging in ..-i ' . ■ v 

June 1967, and sentenced to five years -f ' .' " ■ ' . - ? ' 

m prison, is appealing his conviction. '( J • 

The U.S. Supreme Court ordered > % ' • 

Ingraham to hold a hearing to see ,i - . • . ; 

whether illegal wiretap tcsttmony was 1 " - ' 

used lo convict Clay. . . ,., ^, i ' ■ '\ 

■ Both the movement to mark King's I ; , • . ■ 
birthday as a national holiday and the - ' . ' 
Houston court hearing clearly indicate ' . ' ' . . 

thai the fmal chapter in the Martin' "; ' " ' ' 

L uiher Ki ng story is ycl to be written. - V ' 
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I O SZStJrcefclose to FBI Director J. EagaFHoover 
report thot bureau files are '"brimming over" with 
memos signed by former Atty . Gen. Robert KeKnedy 
authorizing electronic surveillance notonlyof Martin 
Luther King but other Negro militants. "This sort 
of stuff could seriously hurt Teddy in the militant 
community," said one high-level source who has 
seen the documents. 



O Former Atty. Gen. Nicholas Katzenbach 
. changed stories in mid-stream last week as he 
attempted to defend Bobby Kennedy in the wiretap 

f'-ontroversy. First, Katzenbach said he knew af»- 
olutely nothing about the tap. Twenty-four houfs 
iter, the former A.G. agreed that Bobby h*l 
igned the wiretap authorization.but implied thlt 
, |«wasah-£3rs idea. , ^ 
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Drowning Men 



The ethical perversion of the 
Kennedy and J^mson administra-. 
tion was never! iUustrate<i be-tt&r 
than in the coniuct of lormea: at- ': 
torney general ^Nicholas Katzen- , 
bach and Ramsey "Clark when the 

|FBI revealc-d it has been wiretapp- 
ing the telephone conversations of • 
Martin Lutherl ving a a a matter of 
Becurity. 

Clark dfoivied knowing anything ■ 
about the wiretapping and called < 
[(upon FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover' 

: to retire. Moreover, Clark -was., 
quoted by Neyro columnist Carl • 
Kowan as saying that "The impli- . 
cation that people thought Dr., 

' King vraa a security threat is out-i 
rageous." 

] The fii'st time he was asked- 
about it, Katzenbach, too, said he 
knew nothing about it. The very* 
»ext day, however, he reversed him- 
f elf and said that he not only knew 
! about it but that Robert F. Ken-| * 
^jiedy, when attorney geoeral, had-,>, 
"personally authorized" the wire- 
tap. ' ' 

But, Katze-nbach added: "To 
Bay or imply that this tap was the, 
original conception of Robert Ken-' 
nedy .... is false." ■ 
I Katzenbach &aid the FBI urged 
him "over and over" to approvei 
|the -wiretap because the FBI be- 
lieved King was either a Communist. »- 
or a tool of the Communist Party. ^ 

As he had done just 24 hours ^ 
earlier, Katzenbach had lied about' 
|thia, too. And Mr. Hoover quickly^ 
proved it. ^ 

In an interview with a Washing-.: ; 



Mr,,Hoover said the si^&%ureJ 



I 

"Robert F. Kennedy" was on the ■ 
approval, and a memorandum from < 
Courtney Evans, a close friend of i 
pLenncdy and the Justice .Depart.^ 
Jment's liaison to th© FBI, showed ^ 
Kennedy had initiated the wiretap. ' 

The contemts of the memos have I 
not been mad* public, but they were > 
shown to the Washington Star re- • 
porter to venfy that the<y contain- 
|ed the inform'ation Mr. Hoov«r said' 4 
they did. 

According to The Star reporter, 
'Jeremiah 0'Le<ary, Kennedy ex- '1 
pressed concern in one memoran- .} 
, dum about possible infiltration of ''^ 
the race issue by Marxists and . 
, apoke of allegation's that King was ^ 
closely associated with Marxist 
! Ideas and followers. In that memo- ] 
' randum, Kennedy asked about the 
- feasibility of installiing electronic V 
di^s&^OD King's telephon^,,;,,^,^^ 



* ■^--=a3?l:c- .second memorandu|n,^writ- ; 
■ |t6n four* months later by Hoover"' 
V.to Kennedy, stated that it was now \ 
; technically feasible to apply wire-' 
taps to King's telephones in two , 
placee, one of them an unnamed I 
location in New York. The memo-,,' 
■jrandum constituted the FBI's re-* 
) quest for authority to propeed with '■ 
' the wiretap proposed by Kennedy , 
^^^jL^nths earlier, and 
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thM.ow&r left-hand corae^ih£.:Mg. - 
nature "Robort F. Kennedy." Under 
the name is the date "10-10-63." 

Jlr. Hoover dechned to com- 
menL uJpXMie results of the wire-; 
taprfng. But he did say the taps ■ 
wer| discontinued on April 30/i 
1964 Katzenbach was serving as V 
attort»ey-«eneraI then. - ■ ' 



Thus, Kfttzenbach and Ckrk 1 
X not oniy branded themselves 



as J 



liars, men whose word is not to be i 
. trusted, they a-Iso revealed them- 1 

■ selves i,o be stupid. For, as former | 

■ attornej-s general, expesriented mi 
jdealing with Mr- Hoover, they ; 

J fihould have known that Mr. Hoover 
^ could document anything he said— "i 
^ and would not hesitate, to do so inj 
I the- interest of national security]' 
. and to preserve the integrity of the '• 

Jfbi. . . w 

Throu Ehout his adult lifetime, 1 
f" Martin Luther King played fast and ! 
I loose with Communists, their fronta l 
jTa-nd fellow-travelera. H© attended ! 
^.Communist training ■ schools ; he' 
j^- employed Communists; he associat-'l ' 
.:■ ed with them, and* he espoused*)., 
^many Marxist ideas. He followed;! 
I the Marxist line on the Vietnam) ^ 
i'war. He took it^j)^ himself to V 
;^ seize private property in Chicago.;^ V •'■ 
Land to collect the rents upon it.} ." 
I He flouted the law and he preach-] ' 
t ed hatred, not love. In a reroArk- . 
j "bte intpi-viow with a Now York ' ' ■ 

Times reporter he revealed that his^ 
•philosophy of non-violence conaist-!'^ / 
^ted of taunting, and, if necessary, | 

attacking law officera so that he) ■ 
^ could accuse them of "violence" 
i.wtren they defended th6m8erts4=*^^ . 



■ \ - 



facts are. documejited. 
fThey cannot be refuted. To "even 
'•attempt to "explain" or excuse 
them is but to .brand one's self as 
.intelkctually depraved. Katzen-!.." 
.bach and Clark undoubtedly know 
imuch more about King'-s Commu-. ' 
nist connections than has been do'cu- 
mented heretofore. • .-'^ 

\l Why, then, their attempt to de-f' 
Jfend him by trying to smear J.;-'; 
lEdgar Hoover? Their lies remindl.T 
^us of the desperate flailing of men' ^ 
jon the vergp of drowning in a seall 



o f-triifVi, . , 



Xing V/iretap Controve' 



o 



Who "bugged" ihc late Dr. Martin Luther King? 
That was il>c subjccl of a coiUrovors>'Ta^Biiig"niroiigh 
Ihc Nation's Capitnl Wist week, involving everyone 
trom obscure foriujuj^tico I>cp;irtnicni officials 
lo President Nixoty itnd when the smoke cleared the 
imgcr pointed at attothcr recent victim of an assassin's 
gun: The laic Scif. Robert F. Kennedy, the former 
U.S.allorncy gcncfcl. 

The controversy Tirrt -broke during the draft evasion 
hearings for former boxing champ Cassius Clay in 
Houston. Clay's lawyers claimed evidence against the 
Black. Muslim advocate was gathered through illegal 
wiretapping. Not true, said the Justice Department, 
arguing that Clay's con%-crsation& were picked up on 
an FBI wiretap involved in a national security invcs- 
ligalion of another 'man. Thai wiretap, an FBI 
.igeni revealed at the Houston bearing, was monitoring 
the phone calls of Dr. K ing, then head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 

This revelation gave a field day to those many 
factions around Washington who wish to depose 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover. Columnist Carl Rowan 1 
called for Hoover's resignation outright, saying the 
FBI had no authority to tap King's telephone. Former | 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark said "the implication that ' 
people thought Dr. King- was a security threat is \ 
outrageous." I 

In self-defense, Hoover himself went to the Wash- 
ington Evening Star, taking with him two documents " 
from his files. One of these was written in June 1963 . 
by Courtney Evans, then assistant director of the FBI 
and its liaison man with the Justice Department. 
In it Evans reported to Hoovec the substance of a 
conversation he had just had with Atty. Ge^i^ Rpberi 
Kennedy, brother of the then President. 

Kennedy, Evans reported, was concerned over poV 
sible innitration of the civil rights movemcni bv 

Communists and other Marxist types and was alarmca 
at reports that Dr. King, then unofficial leader of 
the movement, was associating with known Communists 
and was a student of Marxism. Evans told Hoover 
that Kennedy had then inquired as to the possibility 
of the FBI's installing electronic listening devices 
on King's telephones. 

The second memorandum Hoover showed Evenhig 
5/^/- reporters last week was dated Oct. 7, 1963— nearly 
six weeks before the assassination of President John 
F. Kcnnedyand constituted an FBI request for 
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(Prior (ojthis authorization, Hoover told XYit Eveningt) 
Star. FBI officials had in fact questioned Kennedy|| 
on the wisdom of tapping King's phone lines in vlcwj/ 
of possibk; political repercussions. Kennedy, however. ' 
was adamant, said Hoover.) • ; 

Capping off his self-defense. Hoover declared: 
"I have never authorized installation of technical < 
^ electronic devices without written authority of the 
attorney general." '• 

The question of who was responsible for authorizing 
■ wiretaps during Kennedy's tenure as attorney general • 
^ flared up briefly after the late President's brother had \ 
' become r. U.S. ' senator from New 'York. Hoover .> 
. and (he »hen-Sen. Kennedy exchanged accusations over ' 
who bore the responsibility for use of hidden micro- . 
. phones in investigations (no names of subjects being '■ 
mentioned) and angry letters were sent back and forth. ■ 
It is reported that the FBI quickly reminded Kennedy 
it still had authorizations signed by him in iu files. ' 
The public battle rapidly subsided. 

But now the brouhaha is in full bloom once more. ■' 
Hoover's interview with the Evening Star prompted I 
•yet another outburst from former Atty. Gen. Ramsey \ 
Clark, charging that the FBI chief's defense was some ^ 
sort of indecency "because it comes after Robert 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King have been murdered 
in the service of humanity and arc unable to defend ' 
_{])cmselvcs." Of course they were also no lo^ge^ 
alive to support Clark, cither. 
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^ Ai his televised press conference ihc night thca 
l^yning Slar story broke, reporters asked Prcsidentf 
j Nixon for his comments on the controversy and! 
whether or not he still had confidence in HoovcrA 
"Mr. Hoover does enjoy my complete confidence." 
Nixon responded, saying that, as for the King inci- 
dent, "I checked personally into the matter as to ■ 
■whether or not that surveillance which had been i 
discussed had been conducted by him {Hoover] and the i 
FBI, by themselves, or whether it had been, as is \ 
supposed to be the case, always approved by the 
attorney general." 1 

, "I found." Nixon concluded, '*ihat it had always ' 
been approved by the attorney general, as Mr. Hoover 
testified in 1964 and 1965." 

In light, of President "Nixon's comments, one of 
the most peculiar responses to Hoover's allegations 
came from former Ally. Gen. Nicholas Katzcnbach 
While conceding that Kennedy officially authorized 
the bug on King's phone lines. Katzenbach contended 
that 'to say or imply that this tap was the original 
' conception of Robert Kennedy. . . .is false." 

"U is unworthy of the tradition of the FBI to 
Jattack m this fashion the rcpufation of two men who i 
cannot defend themselves," said the Katzenbach statc- 
.qjent. 



Apparently it is wrong for Hoover to "attack' 



men 



1 



who can't defend themselves, but it is perfectly all 
right for others to attack Hoover when the only man 
who could defend him would be Bobby Kennedy. 

But Nicholas Katzcnbach is around to defend 
himself. Bobby Kennedy resigned as attorney general 
in Scplembcr 1964, his assistant Nick Katzcnbach 
being elevated lo succeed him. The FBI's wiretap 
on Dr. King continued until April 30, 1965, obviously 
with the new attorney general's approval. If Katzcn- 
bach is so upset over the tap on Dr. King now, 
why didn't he stop it then? 

"An even r.ore interesting question looms: Bobby. ; 
Katzenbach and the rest of the Kennedy entourage 
used to shower extravagant praise on the late Dr. 
King. Bobby ^attended the funeral, he tended to 
Mrs. King and demonstrated, at least publicly, that 
he was King's wonderful friend. Wdl, maybe Re 
was. But just what kind of a friend is il thaUsecrelfy 
taps your telephone? - I 
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Q. the Governor o/ 
. Ohto. Jim Rhodes, a pawn 
of the Mafia? — £d Humph- 
ries. Columbus, Ohio. 
A. Rhodes is no pctwn, but 
A a a governor subject to 
pressure from many 
sources, he ccrtairtly bears 
' watching. Life magazine 
recently reported on the state of his finances and. 
some of his 'decisions concerning a Mafia figure in * 
jail. ~ 

Q, Is it Uue lhat Bobby Kennedy, Nick Katzenbach, ' ' 
and Ramsey Clark, each of them a VS. Attorney ■ , 

• |Ccnera/, cou/d not get a/ong wlih J. Edgar Hoovert '.: 
What was iearnefi from wiretapping the telephone 

• of Martin Luther JCing Jr.} Did he turn out to be a ' 
Communist igent as rumored!?— V.L Lewis, Wash-/ 
ington, D.C. • 

f A. Kennedy, Clarl<, and Kalzenbach found lhat Hoo- 
{ver, ostensibly under orders to the justice Depart- . 
)meni. ran his pwrt show. King's telephone was tapped 

• because at one time he had dealings with a Com- 
munist lawyer. He was never, however, a CommunisI 
or a Communist agent. For the roost part, the wire- 
taps revealed that King on occasion ' sub mitted 
temptations of the flesh,.' ' 
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A Look at |he Record \ 
On the Kiiig^freiop ^ 

THE JilarlinJ^jittipLKiilfi Wiretap dc- 
bate is the most tangled story to come 
out of the Washington jungle in some 
■time. WhUc it is manifestly impossible 
that evcr>-body is tcllin;; the truth, con- 
sidering the number of contradictions 
inwivfd. it is only too easy to believe 
by now that nobody is tcUing the truth. 
What seems more probable is that 

nilS.'J.^V !c fJtlXnr? "l ivKr\1s fi-.itK 

nothing but the truth." 

Tbc two most recent Attorneys Gen- 
r*! of the United States, Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach, Robert F. Kennedy's; 
I immediate successor, and Ramsey 
j Clark, Kauenbach's immediate sue-' 
Icessor, both have accused FBI Director 
1j. Edgar Hoover of shamelessly selec- ; 
|tive use of FBI files in placing " 
; exclusive blame upon Mr. Kennedy for 
ithe wiretap that everybody agrees was . 
j placed on Dr. King for a period that is • 
still m confliot. f 

\ It lis true, as has been said, tliati 
jneithtr Mr. Kennedy nor Dr. King U i 
here {to defend himself from tlie differ- 
iing implications attached to Iheir ^ 
■separate names, in Mr. Kennedy's case ' 
that he !^3d no better judgment than 'to ! 
iliave thought at one time that Martin • 
Luther King's loyalty might be suspect. • '' 
in Dr. King's, that his ioyalty was 
suspect. 1 
While Dr. King could conceivably i 
lave died alt unawares, it seems un- ' 
ikely. and, as it happened, Mr. Ken- j 
ledy shortly before his own death dur- ' 
ng the 19G8 presidential primary I 
campaign did have an opportunity to ' 

!eny that he had ever authorized any ' 
uch wiretap, and did deny it. 
This was tlie original point at ques- 1 
tion when the issue was reopened early 
jiliis month by FBI testimony in Uie ' 
draft evasion case of Muhammad Ali '■■ 
(JCassIus Clay), thejeport of a 1364 '■• 
telephone coiiversation between Dr. - 
KirS~5na^A[i-Ciay listened in upon efe^ 
Dr. King's end of the line. • 
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' IN RESPONSE to a column wnlten ' 
by Cai-l T.'Rowan from accounts of the . 
Ali-C!ay appeal testimony, a spokes-.; 
^naii for Director Hoover said that Mr. ■ 
Kennedy had not only authorired the 
King wiretap but that it was his whole 
idea, quite a dUCerent dimension, 
indeed. ; 

Later still, Drew Pearson, who is not ' 
l<nown principally as an apologist lor '■ 
iJ. Edgar Hoover, reprinted portions of* 
a column published Jess than two weeks 
before Mr, Kennedy's death that not 
only credited him with initiating tlie 
fKing wiretap, but said thai iiit FBI, 
opposed tlie idea and carried out the 
Attorney G eneral's order only; 
reluctantly. | 

Messrs. Katsehbach and Clark, « 
conceding tliat Mr. Kennedy had; 
authorized the tap, have specifically:, 
denied that he was tlie originator or f 
that the Bureau was the reluctant party I 
to \the arrangement that it has pre- \ 
teniled to be, Mr. .K atse nba cb ; | 
specifically. " 

"To say or imply that this lap was thi 
orieinal coiiccplion of Robert Kennedy-^ 
that ho was the movinj force in this sit- 
^.uation— or that he had any doubts what- 
soever as to Dr. King's Integrity or loyalty 
U false." 

iVii. WiaiA M^u ktiab- II. n U.0 w\.wv.p 

kive" for Mr. Hoover to portray tlie 
[fbi as "rel-uctant eavesdropper" on 
Dr. King, and added that, in. fact, tlie 
Director was always bugging him for 
permission to bug Dr. King, / 
I And there we stand, with Mr. Hoover 
claiming "proof" in the form of a 
memorandum based on a conversation 
between Mr. Kennedy and Courtney A. 
jlivans, then the FBI's direct liaison 
with the Attorney General's office. Mr. 
Evans, who since has left the Bureau, 
was unable to recall the conversation 
or the memorandum in a telephone 
jntervjew with the Los Angeles Times, 
which he said didn't necessarily mean 
that it hadn't occurred. But in any 
case, he added, "I wouldn't 
«*KX)uld mske * judgment on the basis of 
lone memorandum .'-. Mr.' Hoover 
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refuses to makelJtlblic his "proof," but » 
President Nixon, who says he has seen 

\\., JTas Dacked the FBI director'* pasi- •'■■■>. 
tion in a carefully thougTu uui'-answer 
to a reporter's question that stopped 

short of agreeing outright that Mr.. . . ' , ' ^' 

Kennedy made the original wiretap , ' .\ "• ■ : 

pr(^>osal. . ,j 

* * ' ★ • ' . ' ; 

THE BIGGEST oU^cr question is the ' i . • ' i 

precise cut-olf date of tlie wiretap. Mr.. . • 

Hoover says, April 30, 1965. But a ■ * 

sutemcnt attributed in the Clay apjlteal . : • ' 

reccrd at Houston, Tex., to the special 
agent originally in charge of the King 
tajy^Robert Nicholir— has the eaves- 

dropping being continued to the day of • . \ 

the Negro leader'a death, April 4. 1968.^ 

-This ^ of utmost importance because— ' . , 

if ihff latter version is the true one. It . 

>vou4 mean lh;niirKing wiretap ' 

fcoine on aU the time that J- Etlgar ^ 

fcr was vamly begging Ramsey , . . . 

S«k to let him start one. which would ; _ , v. . ' , 

bfan extraordinary exerciseindupj^^^^^ ■ 

w even for a veteran secret PPUce . ^ ' , •, --...^v 

Especially ■ " ^ ' 

under Mr. Clark's specific orders, was . • :„ , .^„- 

f supposed to be supplymg periodic quai^,l . . 

JteriiLTiports Oft every wiretap-TOB-^ -4, 

ha/i in bftint u . -..^ i^A — 1 \ ■ 



*• ■ ■ ■ " - ■' ' * ■ 
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WlLLfAs'A f.J&mKUY JR. 



King Wh-etapphig Pmbe Woiiranted 



It transpires th^ tlie tele- 
phone ot. the RevercncTWartin 
Luthef.King. Jr. was bugged 
over' a'pcnod of at least two 
years, a bit of information of 
scandalous implications which 
hit the news as a rcsuU of an 
investigation, utterly tangen- 
tial, into the eorapUcatecl af- 
fairs of Cassius Clay. The 
chain of events is as follows: 

1) Cassius Clay appeals his j 
conviction for refusing to ; 
serve in the army. I 

2) His lawTcrs demand that j 
I the Justice Department reveal 

what information against Clay 
tlicy got from the tapping of 
his telephone. 

3) Among Clay's tclcpjione 
conversations wore some with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, which 
conversations it turns out 



conflicting answers of what ex 
actly happened at that 
According to former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark: 
i 7) J. Edgar Hoover kept aft- 
er him for permission to re- 
sume the tapping of King's tel- 
ephnnc bat the permission was 
denied. 

Interesting questions*, was 
permission denied because 
Hamsey Clark recoiled against 
Robert Kennedy's original au- 
thorization of the telephone 
tap? Because, surveying the 
fruits of two years' eavesdrop- 
ping, he concluded— in disa- 
|<T] cemcnt with Hoover— that 
the findings did not justify a 
i continuation of the tap? Were 
'|J. Edgar Hoover's personal 
) nasslnns involvcd? In 19G4 



had not revealed anything of 
point, i sufficient value to justify the ] 
orney { continuing violation of Martin • 
Luther King's privacy. ' 
I 3) That J. Edgar Hoover's 
disagreement was also respon- 
sible, i.e., that Katzcnbach 
and Clark were not motivated ' 
by a fear of the political influ- 
fence of King, and Hoover was ' 
not motivated by any desire to ' 
persecute king. 



c passions 

; IgHoover denounced King in an 

- - 1 interview with a journalist. 

(were overheard by the FBI not | damning him as "the most no- 

bccause Clay's telephone was torious Bar in the country." 
being tapped but because 

King's telephone was being x 
tapped. 

<\ All i..n w.,. Vo. The ostensible reason for 

^Kl^rRT f } denunciation was King's 
S^fJh^Up^hSf^Tl^KS^ •|a<^c"sation against the FBI 

t ^ Th» ««„« f«r i that they were not doi::g their 

^ «id w« t£t duty in the South in tracking 

»;/1Ch™ h^d'S^ ' down civil tights' violations/ 

X S RobSf kIS ! That charge alainst the execu- 

b'i c\m^arv"n5^sLdfi7 ^^^'^^ 
bad company most specific- , j^l^g ^.^^ ^ 

alyonemdividualwhosewm^^ .^^ 
pJicity with the Communist j.^^ ^^^^ ^ing^ use 

movement was suspect so i^^iic against 

Jthat the FBI^ on Kennedy's [ establishment's law enfor- 
cers. What? 
How then does it stand? Sup- 



orders, tapped King's line. 
* 



5) That went on fur two 
years, stretching scvcr.il 
months after Robert Kennedy 
was replaced .ns attorney gen- 
eral by Nicholas Katzcnboch. 

Jrho FBI pnvo it to be under- 
stood that Kal7.cnbach ratified 
Kennedy's instructions to tap- 
King's telephone. 

6) Sometime in 1965 the taps 
apparently stopped. It is a 
question to which one recdves 



pose that one gives every one 
of the principals the benefit of 
the doubt. In that case one 
assumes: 

1 ) Tliat Robert Kennedy had 
prima facie grounds for be- 
lieving that the best interests 
of U-.e internal security war- 
ranted tapping the telephone 
of Martin Luther King. 

2) That Nicholas Katzcn- 
bach decided responsibility in 
U65 that the telephone taps 



4) That Martin Luther King: 
was not in fact in dalliance, 
•with enemies of the republic, ' 
nor was he planning grave in- 
ternal disruptions. 

1 Any way you add it up, what , 
we have here is a crisis of ' 
confidence. Those who oppose 
Robert Kennedy from the left > 
will rush in to say that here is • 
posthumous evidence that ' 
Kennedy was after all a Me-) 
Carthyite. Those who oppose' 
him from the right will judge i 
that here is evidence afresh of ' 
Kennedy's ruthlessness. Those 
who oppose wiretapping inj 
principle will proclaim that* 
here is a classical example of , 
the wanton use of wiretapping J 
which has resulted in loosing : 
nothing more than rumors ; 
about King's personal life. , 

I Those who distrust Hoover ■ 
will say that here is an exam- ; 
pie of his desire to use the 
wiretap in order to validate a . 
bias he expressed in 1954. 

jThose who trust Hoover will 
say that here is the dispassion- 
ate public servant urging the ' 
idcologizcd successors of Rob- ' 
ert Kennedy to permit the wire- 
tapping of someone whose 
telephonic conversations were 
in fact national security busi- 
ness. I 

f The crisis of confidence war- • 

I rants, even at Ihe expense of . 
the posthumous privacy of J 
Martin' Luther King, a Con- 
gressional investigation, which 
should now go forward. .* 
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/(/ng Wiretapping Pfobe WarranJed 



It trSiispircs that the tele- 
phone of lha.Rcvcrcnd Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was bugged 
over a period of at least two 
years, a bit of information of 
scandalous implications which 
hit the nc\^'s ss a result of an 
investigation, utterly tangen- 
tial, into the complicated af- 
fairs of Cassius Clay. The 
chain of events is as follows: 

1) Cassius Clay nppeaishis 
conviction for refusing to 
serve in the army. 

2) His Jawyers demand that 
the Justice Department reveal 
what informalion against Clay 
they got from the tapping of 
his telephone, 

3) A],iong Clay's telephone 
conversations were some with 
Dr. Martin Luther King, which 
conversations it turns out 
were overheard by the FBI not 
because Clay's telephone was 
being tapped but becau.se 
King's telephone was being 
tapped. 

4) All hell breaks loose. Yes, 
the FBI conceded, it is true 
uiai lilt; leiLiJiiuii'.- ui mijiv wa^ 

being tapped. The reason for 
t' it, a spokesman said, was that 
Uie allegation had reached 
' AUy. Gen. Rabcrl Kennedy 
i,that MLK was keeping very 
ibau company, most specific- 

■ ally one individual whose com- 
plicity with the Communist 
taovcment was suspect, so 
'that the FBI, on Kennedy's 

■ tcders, tapped King's line. 



» Ihat went on far two 
?wrt, »tr e t c h i n g several 
aweU* alter Robert Kennedy 
1ft* replaced as attorney gen- 
»4 by Nicholu-; Kalzenhach. 
FBI gave li to he under- 
Katienbai'h ratified 
instructions to tap 

«!5<«meinl965 the taps 
(topped. It is a 
jWch one receives 




conflicting an.'Jwers of what ex- 
actly happened at that point. 
According to former Attorney 
General Ramsey Clark: 

7) J. Edgar Hoover kept aft- 
er him for permission to re- 
sume the tannine of Kinp's tel- 

^ " -— r I ---o — o - 

cphone but the permission was 

denied. 

Interesting questions: was 
permission denied because 
Raoisey Clark recoiled against 
Rpt-jrt Kennedy' s wiginal au- 
thorization of (be telephone 
tap? Because, suivcving the 
fruits of two years' eavesdrop- 
ping, he concluded— in disa- 
greement with Hoover— that 
the findings did not justify a 
continuation of the tap? Were 
J. F.dgar Hoover s personal 
passions involved? In 1964 
Hoover denounced King in an 
interview with a journalist, 
damning hitn as "the most no- 
torious liar in the country." 



The ostx>n!;thle reason for 
this denunciation was King's 
accusation against the FBI 
that they wore not doing their 
doty in the South in tracking 
down civil rights' violations. 
That charge against the execu- 
tive was so routine that sophis- 
ticated observers ruminated at 
the time that Hoover had 
something graver against 
King than merely King's use 
of the usual polemic against 
the establishment's law enfor- 
cers. What? 

How then cJocs it stand? Sup- 
pose that one gives every one 
of the principals the benefit of 
the doubt. In that case one 
assumes : 

1) That Robert Kennedy had 
prima facie grounds for be- 
lieving (hat the best intercuts 
of tlie internal security war- 
ranted tapping tlie telephone 
of Martin Luther King. 

2) That Nicholas Katzen- 
each decided responsibly in 
1965 that the telephone taps 



had not revealed anything of 
sufficient value to justify the 
continuing violation of Martin 
Luther King's privacy. 

3) That J. Edgar Hoover's 
disagreement was also respon- 
sible, i.e., that Katzenbach 
and Clark were not motivated 
by a fear of the political influ- 
ence of King, and lioover was 
not motivated by any desire to 
persecute king. 



4) That Martin Luther King 
was n'Jt in fact in dalliance 
with enemies of the republic, 
nor was he planning grave in- 
ternal disruptions. 

Any way you add it up, what 
we have here is a crisis of 
confidence^ Those who oppose 
Robert Kennedy from the left 
will rush in to say that here is 
posthumous evidence that 
Kennedy was after all a Mc- 
Carthyite. Those who oppose 
him from the right will judge 
that here is evidence afresh of 
Kennedy's ruthlessness. Those 
who oppose wiretapping in 
principle will proclaim that 
here is a classical example of 
the wanton use of wiretapping 
which has resulted in loosing 
nothing more than rumors 
about King's personal life. 

Those who distrust Hoover 
will say that here is an exam- 
ple of his desire to use the 
wiretap in order to validate a 
bias he expressed in 1964. 
Those who trust Hoover will 
say that here is the dispassien- 
ate public servant urging the 
ideologized successors of Rob- 
ert Kennedy to permit the wire- 
tapping of someone whose 
telephonic conversations were 
in fact national security busi- 
ness. 

The crisis of confidence war- 
rants, even at 4he expense of 
the posthumous privacy of 
Martin Luther King, a Con- 
gressional investigation, which 
should now ginorwani. 
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■ ■ ^<:;-.-;;;!)r:!!.:; 

\:-,i»v,u-y Goiv.MV.l 
, []\:^ ro^ilin:; .).' 

Ut!'- iv-^s-!'.:iP,vo efi'.iur.niiil. 

v.t-r'T " I'S^cr;- l;i.u;i ^.'fvi':;r^■;^^il^r;nl 

' inr;;v.:- i--r:c-r. It r -r.A. r>o.^:\v:".- 

J Con,:rc>>!r.c.' rcr.'ii/.o qiiilc well Ihr.t 
•ihp v. y.oic suair should be fruicUy 

The? Ki:;; v.;:-olan \v;:s h::oupiht 
into 'ir.o jo'e2v.')'.!iid a:.";:i'.:" inol tVi?- 
cin^cd !.,;^ time, as Kuclclc^y 
hcl;c^c^■ Ih:; I..,,:'; the Ca^^ius C!:.y 
trial in Kou>i<":n. Then, ih^,- s-ynclicolcd 
i-olU'.r.r.isl. f-.v! Rowan, iislvCa th;-l 
;T-r r.-> on the ba^iis Of UiC 

Kin.^ '>v.f'.:'.:.p .t\-timony. 

Ft.'.-."..". h;-.s .-crvori the V'cdcriU 

]•'!!;!; ivi liiii " -h Ihr i'.-^iA aiif! is ;i 
11. -t! I :>..'|'c.. ;ii tii>' 

;•„;:. ! <.•.•!!■•. V.'!. I.i HiC 

J1!-.U\ in- V.iM ^ . a'.. «ll-V.Si,U-l!. 

t M'lijv ' a!iy VV-i 

' <!;. i"..- (or, 01- .-.r;- CIA riiiv.i-.lor, v.ill 
bf rorcc<-l to ts'r.j iiccdlf::^,S supernii- 



; v.\;-. O^A ^.Joi-al!y, hnwtivcr, Jor the 
tiJ b.v.sn ;^;;<'n; i!j^. ilic chrcclor.; 
;"!;r..-l ^t'L tl.c :'Oi:ij:'i'; su'.i'ini. in irris 
j;i:;L,iH i\ Iluovcr v.T.s li.-ii-in Inc unfoi-- 
lunait; vicl'iiii. 

'j'hc siiri'.vi; ia/;:i arc th?;l Itohcrl 
Ko,:.ir(iv oifhvcr: w;rcl:ij) on 

i)iMi:\- i.is (:!\i;h. Th^l v,-ir(\?ip 
,'ir. li'^C ii![offst fjf .'€curity; 
\v;:s i,-on(!r.uo'l iMvlor Kennedy's suc- 
tt't:-<)r, .Nicholas Kai/.onhach. 

>"on-,;ci' Attor.--jy (r'.T.cr^il Kani- 
sc-y Ciavh, p^rhi^;.^ siaaiiin^; 
;;oni lliC' canrtjai;;!! i-h.iiLci- of I'i'cs;- 
dor.l j\i.\o)u %^'\. h-:tf> the rxl with a, 
?doa\iaciavi!!V. ol JiooAcr. C'lar'a hai •. 
' ihc i!n/()n;;;:.itc h;.h;l oi opening hisj 
Tcx.u niouth, wide, when lie should 'i 
keep it shut. 

A iiiJi^iiiar Jai t whieii should be 
hnrr.c in jniiid is I'tial a Con.^'re^isjo.i- 
a! infiuiry, to be. inir lo all psrlics 
: javolved ' uocludin!; Kin;?. Hoover 
arid Koiic ri i\cnncdy}, wouid aii^o cx-. 
land into 'he V.'iiitc Jiousc— Dving- 
ins in hf>ih li.c la.c President John 
R KcniK^iy iir.d Jho fnrjnrr r'rcsi- 
(h-n!, I,\ tiii.i:i .ioiir-iiM. who Ir.i.s been 

■fiic m'';..'>r.c:: ;in- KriKU'ilys 
.Hill ia'uu;a.na;.. id all nni- 
roriic(i, .iVm' •aliovc --tin. iialion";; 
inlcrosl.s arc hcA ;orvc'd hy a ]h Cli- 
ent dismissal ol diaUcr about the 
whole liicld>-Jit. 
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If you vvondlr, dear pjrenl, why junior 
Shows puzzling doubts about the wiyiom, 
justice and integrity of the Powers That Be, ' 
ponder ihcso itonis: 

J* The FBI bugijod, or tapped, the 
tclcpnone oi Dr. Martin Luther Kingjor 
several ycrirs boforclio was murdered. The 
Attorney General during this period, 
Ramsey Cl.uk, denied the authority was ever 
given, and said. "The imph'cation that people , 
thought Dr. King was a security threat are , 
oujrageous," 
I The FBI agent who testified in a Houston 
Federal court about the bugging, offered 
only the explanation that "the survetlJancc 
occurred at a tinie when Dr. King was 
attacking the Burrau for assigning Southern 
agents, rather than Northerners, to protect 
civil rights workers," according to the New 
York Times. 

• While Vice President Agnew was still 
Governor, just 16 days before he left, for,' 
<• - ■ '.■'.'>■.■'.■ .- s - SS 

Washington, "signed a deed granting 
owriership of 176 acres of submerged land 
(owned by the state) to one developer at a 
cost of S100 an acre," reports the Times, as 
well as the Baltimore Sun and AP. "The new . 
land, subdivided into thousands of building 
lots,' is selling now at from 55,000 to 57,300 ■ 
a lot, with each lot a fraction of^n acre." 
The action of the Governor was bitterly 
protested by wildlife and conservation fans. 
The state director of Inland Fish and Game 
in a memo had been unhappy about the 
destruction of "such a large area of 
public owned bottom and marsh land to 
build privately owned fast land for private 
profit to which the public will be denied 
access." 

• The way in which Pentagon 
cor^tractors grant huge profits and overruns 
to companies, and then, upon retirement, 
join the companies. Senator Symington has 

..revealed that, wjj spent S23 biltiQn dollars.on 
.••rnk-^Mliv systems' vvh»(;tv,d.ii^u'.t wofl(i\nn^d,\jj{i' 
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• The assistant attorney general headtrtg 
the Anti-Trust Division, conferred with a 

former law partner about ' a top anti-trust 
cose in February. The ex-partncr represented 
B.F. Goodrich Co. After the meeting, 
according to press reports, the department 
brought a civil suit to protect Goodrich from 
a takeover by Northwest Industries. No one, 
said the assistant attorney general raised 
questions about any "impropriety" before 
the press took up the issue. 

• The military lied about the escape of 
poison gases and the killing ol sheep in Utah 
until it was caught flat footed and could not 
wriggle out. Similarly, going back a few 
years, the Atomic Energy Commission did' 
not tell the truth about the effects of 
nuclear testing in the air until state scieniists 
found radio-active milk in Minnesota. 

• The authorities became so worked up 
about a few long-haired kidg boilding a park 
I ^ . - Evening Star (WnBhinglon) 

on a trash heap in Berkeley they called in Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
ponce," sfieriff's deputies and armed National !,y ^^.^^^ (^ew York) 

Guardsmen to rout them and, in the process, , ^, _, , 

, ..i, .^^ , , I dny News (New York) 

sprayed many with heavy doses of tear gas 

from a helicopter. School children at recess ' York Powt 

were gassed in this great crusade for law and • New York Tim<>8 

order. . Sun (Hnltimorc) 

• A Justice of the Supreme Court ; Dail.v World 




Wiirihington Post 
rimes Herald 



accepts a 520,000 fee, and presumably for , Lender 

from a foundotion controlled by a mar> ^ ^^^^^^ j^^^^, 
in deep trouble with the law. 



Dear parent, need we go on and on. 



Nntional Observer . 



There* is something rotten, and riot just irt )ple'B World 

Denmark, and it is riot going to be solved by iminc-r (WnMhinKtonl 
beating up kids and cutting their hair. The ' 
rottenness exists in the front parlor.^ 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

King Wireiap? 

It is not frriirrally known, but Uic •? 
libemls are primjuily rcspoiisible for 
I the FBI wiretap cnntrovcrsy involv- 
ing their slain licrocs, Scnntor^nhc^rt 
K. Kennedy and Warlin Lu( her King, 

Black columnist Carl " T. Rowan, " 
close to both the Kennedys and Kinp, 
touched off the rireworl<s in a Wasli- 
inRton Sinr article last week, which 
was quickly amplified by other libci-al • 
commenlators. Mr. Rowan accused 
/ FBI Director J. Ed^rnr ?Ioovcr of 
flouting the law in tapping King's 
phone and called for his resignation. 

The Rowan article was undoubtedly 
prompted by evidence brought forth . 
in the case of former heavyweight . 
loxing champion Cassius Clay, who -! 
i> appealin?: a conviction of draft ■•' 

(^odginc. The U.S. Supremo Court or-^v..Mr. Hoover's position on tJ^i— Lnt 

rinrpH HniiQtnn P rrlprnl .luritrrk .Tospnh ' i.J- i ' " ^ 




dcred Houston Federal Judge Joseph 
InRraham to hold a sirccial hearing lo 
determine whether iJIcgn! wiretap 
testimony was used to convict Oay. 
Judge Ingraham pronounced one re- 
corded conversation between Clay and 
King as a matter of national srcurily 



has become unassiiilahlc with support! 
from President Richard Nixon andl 
former Al<orney General Nicholas! 
Katzenbach. President Nixon told his 
televised news confci-cnce Thursday 
evening that he had personally 
checked into the maltcr and "found 

H 
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and refused to let it be made public-,-=^at it (wiretapping) has always been' 

Responding to the Rowan attack in , approved by the attorney general 
a low-key, matter-of-fact way, Mr. Mr. Katzenbach, who was brought 
I Hoover pointed out that in June 1963 ' ^ into the government by the Kennedys, 
Senator Kennedy, who was then at- confirmed that Mr. Kennedy "pcrson- 
torney general, not only proposed that ! ally authorized each telephone wire- 
King's phone be tapped but author- > tap — as had his predecessors and suc- 
izod it "in writinR." Inasmuch as the cessors. ..." 

/atlorncy general is the FBI director's , Now that it has been established ■ 
I boss, Mr . Hoover, obviously, was onHy . jeyond all reasonable doubt»|^iiob- ' I 
^anyi^ out his orders. - - ■ --. — •If 
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(ci-t itemiedy ordered Ihe FBI t^pui 
■ Martin Luther King under' surveil- ' 
lancc, the natural question arising 
in the public mind is: why? 

Tile highly - respected, nationally - 
syndicated columnist Paul Scott last 
week suggested some reasons; • , 

Stimnmncs of the rccordmps (of private | 
convei-satjons Dr. MariJn Luther King con- I 
ducted), as revealed to members o( the "' 
House Appropriations Subcommittee, .1 
cleai-ly indicate that King was in direct '! 
contact with one of the most innuential I 

■ Communists in the U.S. t 

With Icaas obtained from their electronic ' ! 
jcavcsdroppins. the FBI was able to con-t ' 

• r;rm that this Kremlin agent, whose influ-^ 

• *nce extended into the highest ranks ofi 
the Communist Party, USA, was one of; ' 

; King's ghost writers and chief advisers. i 
J In addition to evidence gained from the 

• /King recordings, the FBI succeeded in I 
taking several photographs of the civil I 
rights leader meetinR Wh this covert ! 
Communist operator at one of the major ' ! 

. U.S. airports. -J 

/. . . These and other still secret details ' 
of King's activities were revealed by FBI ; 
Director J. Edgar Hoover to members of ' 

■ the (House) subcommittee shortly before 
, the civil rights leader was slain. 

/ So alarming was the FBI's data on King 
, that the lawmakers took the extraordinary 
step of briefing House Speaker John Mc- 
Cormack. . . . 

The House Democratic leaders, all f 
strong supporters of I.h5 late President ' 
Kennedy, were reputedly shocked at the < i 
gutter-type language King used in private ■,' 
conversations about the late President ' ! 
if Other recordings in the FBI files dealt] ' 
extensively with his private life, accoi ding I 
to the legislators, and showed that there 
were two Kings-one the public knew and 
Ihc other known only to his closest friends' \ 
/and the FBI. / 
Should .supporters nf King, pump new I 
life inio Ihc .vt.illrj drive in Concrcss to ,' 
create a nntion.il holidny honoring him ; 
ilem.'ir.ds coiiI<| hecotue forllicoming from' I 
|anti-Kiflg Irgislnlors that Hoover be called i 
to testify. If that occurs, the 'Martin Lu- I 
ther King tapes' could become big news ' 
As Columnist Scott suggests, the ( 
movement to mark King's birthday as 
a national holiday, the Houston court 
hearings, and the renewed national 
wiretap controversy indicate that the 
final chapter in the Martin Luther 
Kiiiif Tstdry Is yet to be writtctt=?^=* 
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LWAshington'''-''^— ;. fbi' 
Schief J. Edgar Hoover called 
Negro columnist Carl T. 
Rowan a "racist" Tuesday as^ 
the'' controversy continued 
over the tapping of the tele- 
phones of the slain civii 
ttKhts leader Martin Luthe r 
HmzJJ-'- ' ' 
'*~Inan, exclusive interview,' 
j Hoover was asked who start- 
ed the current ruckus, which 
already has involved Presi- 
dent Nixon and three former 
attorneys general 

"That racist columnist, 
I Rowan!" Hoover exploded. 

It' was one of the mostr | Until now. Hoover has 
revealang glimpses of Hoov-1 . vet nds 

|«r*B' personal seotitnents^ 



HIS Washington SUf i^atzenhach. who said last' 



colynjgipf June «15s;;Rowan 
(accused U'bover nrUlfgal 
' eavesdropping, implying that 
Negroes were heing victim- 
ized. Rowan said the taps 
"have moved this country far 
clcjer to a police state than 
' most Americans realize." 

He branded Hoover's long 
tenure as the nation's chief 
1 a w enforcement officer 
"dangerous," and urged Pres- 
ident Nixon to replace him 
immediately. 

Rowan was assistant sec- 
retary of state, ambassador 
to Finland, and director of 
the U.S. Information Agency 
under the Kennedy and John- 
son administrations. 



•w eevil Wj lS "yy; 

or imply that this tap was , 
the original conception tjt^ 

\. Robert Kennedy.*' Both Kai • 
zenbach land his . successon i 
RamseV Clark, admitted} 

'; however, that Kennedy au- 
thorized the tan 



p » 



slnc» he called King "the 
most notorious liar in the 
country" in 1964. 
( Hoover also declared Tues- 



made no personal comment 
on the feud with Rowan. His 
first reaction to th Rowan 
column came in the form of a 



telephone on Oct* 10, 1963 

I ACCORDING to Hoover, 
King Was under electronic 
surveillance from early 1964 
until April 30, 1965. ~ • - i 

'I Qark I called on Hoover j 
! last w»k , to .resign/ ^ut i 

iHoover, i who received 
strong statement of coi^i.i| 
dcnce from President Nixon;- 
at his last press conference, ' 
shows no sign' of quitting. " ' 

i Hoover described Nixon as .\ 
an old and good friend. He i 
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letter to the columnist sig^ied , '■^called they used to vaca- 1 
by his longtime, aide,, Clyde . Jioa'together in Miami during ] 
A, Tolson. ., "s^s^l^ the Eisenhower Administra-;/ 

r A-r-irin. • ^T. . .. tiQj, gjjj^^ Nixon has been;! 

ffiresident, Hoover has been a* 
guest a^ the White Hot^i 



4 1 LATER, ; hoover told a 
j reporter about two memoran-i 
Ida in FBI files which he said^ 



Edgar Hoover , \ 
... defendt wirelap$ 

. c *' v ' 

da^ that other fedcrafagen* 
ci( ; had been tappi/c tele- . 
ph )nes ■ "all over totn for ] 
yetre," on their own author- , 
ity, until the Johnson Admin- 
I stration clamped dowaf^^ . ■ j 



documented his claim. that -r- 
Atty. Gen. Robert F. Kennedy I 
both suggested and author- f' 
ized the wiretaps on King to 
delect possible "Communist" 
contacts. 

"Without that (the mem- 
oranda) it was just my word 
lagainst theirs," Hoover said 
Tuesday. The memoranda 
have never been made public 
I Hoover was reminded tJiat 
the nfain question novr is 



ilephoricd 
s confer- 



who originated the. TasferiJr 
the i^ng phone taps; Farmer 
Atty. Gen. Nicholas' Katzen-. 
bach has accused him of 
prodding Kennedy into 
tborizing the taps. 

I "That's .ont true. " Hoover 
{asserted. This put Hoover . 
into direct <Usagreement With j 



and at damp David. 

He skd Nixon tcleph< 
him before the press 
ence last week and "person- 
ally inTjPstigated" the King 
wiretap luthorization. | j 

I HoovtJ- said he has alAays 
been opposed to unrestrifcted 
wire tapping by federal agcn-^ 
cies. not only in principle but 
Ibecause it, tarnisiies the" FBI's 
image. 
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Baekfirj-^ 

I 4=. t'riiw l|>over has been uniJeservedly 
clobbered in thcj past few days by people who 

were outraged Oy^L revelation, that Dr. 
ilartm JLuthe£;;;^Kmg telephone had been 
jtappcd by the FBI. _ • 

We were among those dismayed by the 
news— in our opinion, wiretaps should be used 
cnly under the most extreme cases involving 
national security— but we could not believe 
that Hoover would have done it on his own 
initiative. Sure enough, the assistant director 
fof the FBI, backed up by the President of 
the United States, has now told us that the 
wretap on Dr. King's telephone was author- 
iz&d by Bobby Kennedy when he was attor- 
ney general. 

Since both Dr. King and Kennedy are 
jiead and the FBI won't discuss the case (how 
could it?), the reason for the tap probably^ 
never will be known. It would be folly to 
jump to any conclusion about King's loyalty 
—or Kennedy's, for that matter, who naany 
times in public expressed his'admiralion 
for the civil rights leader". " y * 

Law enforcement officers do not have 

the same distaste for such investigative tech- 
niques as the ordinary person, which maybe 
is understandable since the ordinary person^ 
doesn't have to 'risk his neck catching law 

jK'iolators. Tlie FBI or any other police agency . 

I doubtless would use tho wiretap on tlic 
flimsiest pretext so long as tlicy could do so 
legally. 

This one on King's phone was legal. Ken- : 
nedy signed tlic authorization in November | 
1963, and the wiretap was maintained imtil | 
April 196S, when another attorney general, ^ 
Nicholas Katzenbach, ordered it removed. ; 
This is the identical procedui'e that has been ■ 
followed since IdiOTwhen Attorney General I 
Robert Jackson, with President Franklin 
lloosevelt's^okay, used the wiretap for the ! 
Ors t' time - to investigate ajLtbaal security' 

cascr^4/\UGlll9B9. 



IMount Clipping in dpoca Dalow) 



The King wiretap had turned L"'fcTJDwer- 
ful ammunition to use in the campaign 
jigainst the aging Hoover'. But this time it 
backfired because many of the people who 

feiiik6_ Hoover are also, great adm irers .^o f 
bby Kennedy, ' 
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I'KOM : E. Bishop, . / H - 

.st:uji;(;r: . VERA R. GLASER AND ' ( V'''''^' 

IvIALVlNA STEPHENSON , \ ' ' 

KNIGJIT NEWSPAPERS \ 'lliilill- 
INTERViEW V/ITH DIRECfbR 

At 9:30 p.m., 6/24/69, BiU'|Barton of the Associated 
Press, telephoned Bishop aiicl advised that the Associated Press had learned 
tliat ihQ above captioned women reporters, who are with T<r.ic^^t Nev/spnnsrs, 
claim to have had an exclusive li.lcr v'io v/ wiUi the Director on Tuesday, 
June 24, 19 39. He stated tliat the only information about the contents of 
the intervicv/ that he has is to the effect that Mr. Hoover iiiforiiiod these 
reporters tliat "that racist columnist, Rowan" started the current 
controversy regarding wiretapping, that Mr, Hoover allegedly stated 
tl:at Government agencies, "all over town" have been v/iretapping, and 
that iJiey ciuotG^lr, Hoover as statmg tliat he did not wish to get mto tlie 
Vv'iretapping ox King b ut that former A.ttorney General Kennedy ordered it. 
Barton wished to loiow if tlie alleged interview with Mr, Hoover was 
authentic and if the FBI had any comments to make concerning it. 

After checking with Miss Gandy and Mr. Toison, Bishop 
was advised by Mr, Hoover tliat we should have no comment to .make ■ 
concerning this matter^^ Accordingly, at 9:55 p.m., 6/24/69, Barton 
of the Associated Press was advised -that the FBI had no comment to make. 

Attached hereto is a copy of a United Press International 
(UPI) story which appeared in "The V/ashington Post" on June 25, 1969, 

reporting on tlie alleged interview. Efforts are presently being made to 
secure copies of the "Detroit Free Press" as soon as they arrive in the 
Washington area, inasmuch as the full report of the alleged interview is 
contained in that newspaper, according to the attached article. 

RECOMMENDATION : ^ 0 ^ ' ^ ^ ^ 



.OSUBE None. For information. J'Orr iiECORX)RD 
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ADDSKDUIvI: 6/25/6D TEB:jo 

The'Detroit Free Press" newspaper of 6/25/69. has 
not yet arrived in V/ashiiigton. Attached is a copy of the interview 
as it appeared in the "Detroit Free Press, " which was dictated to 
Bishop^ s Oifice by AS AC Nally of the Detroit Office this mornmg. 
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1^ DLTPvOlT, June l-i (UPl)— -| ■ 
Dircc'.or J. £cis£r Hoover- 
jiodsy csilad Xcsro columnist 
jCsrl T. Rowan a racist wlUlO' 
Iciiscusiing tiic controvoi-ay 
jovcr the lapiiia^ o£ the le'.s- 
' phones of slain civil rigius 
i leader Msrtin Luther Kin^ Jr.. 
i iwo Kniaht ncwspspcr report- 
jci'ji said. 

i "That racist coiun-;r.ist, Hcw- 

■\in." was Hoover's response to 

ia Question on who started tljc-i 

I ... 

; current tiispute, waich nas al- 

; ready" involved Prcsiiient Kix- 

;or. and ihrcc iornicr attoraeys 

j scncral. 

;■ In his June 15 column, 
.'iilowari r.ccjiio'd IU>ovei- oi il- 
'Uejjr.l -oavc.'ffiroppin;.', irnplyir.s 
jlhat Ncsffics were bcin;; vie- 
'iinuzerl. lie braKdcd Hoover's 



|if.n;,' icmirc as FBI J^lrcclor as 
serous and urj'.en the IVos- 
liccri: to rcplare hinr.. 
;} lioover's commenis v/crc ro- 
ipoi'ied by two ICnishl news- 
ipapcr rcpor:crs In the Dclroii 
iFrco Press, • ^- ■ ' 
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FBI'S IICOVEK CALLS CARL ROWAN A RACIST 
Vera Glascr aiid Malvina. Stephenson 
Kivight Nev/spapsrs Special V/r iters 

Washiiis'tou: FBI Chief J, Edgar Hoover called Negro columnist Carl T. 
Rowan a racist Tuesday "while discussing the controversy over the tapping 
of the telephone of the slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King, 

In an interview Hoover "was asked who started the current 
dispute which already has involved President Nixon and 3 former Attorneys 
General, 

"That racist columnist, Rowan!" Hoover exploded. 

It was one of tlie most revealing glimpses of Hoover's 
personal sentinaents since he called King "the most notorious liar in the 
country" in 1964. That charge, at a meeting with newswomen, rocked 
the Nation, 

Hoover also declared Tuesday that other Federal agencies 
had been tapping "telephones all over town for years" on their own authority 
until the Johnson Admiiiistratiori damped down, • :.. 

In his syndicated column of June 15, Rowan accused Hoover 
of illegal eavesdropping, implying that Negroes were being victimized. 

i 

Rowan said the phone taps "have moved this country far 
closer to a police state than most Americans realize," 

He branded Hoover^s long tenure as the Nation's chief law 
cnforcomont ofJicor as dangerous and urged President Nixon to replace 
him immodialoly. . 

— Rowan was Assistant Secretary of State, Ambassador to r * 

Finland and Director of tlie U.S. Information Agency under the Keimedy'and 
Johnson Administrations. ■ I' 
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Until now, Hoover has made no comment on tlie feud 
■witl\vli9wcin which has doniina.ted front pages in Ws-shington for more than 
a week. 

Hoover's fast reaction to tlie Rowan colui^n came in the 
form ol a letter signed by his long time aide, Clyde A. Tolson. 

Later Hoover told a reporter about two memoranda in 

FBI files v/hich he said docuinented his claim that Robert F. Kemiedy 
as Atioriiey Ganeral both suggested and authorised the wiretaps on King 
to detect possible communist contacts. . 

"Without that (tlie memoraiida) it was just my word 
against tlieirs, " Hoover said Tuesday, The memoranda have never been 
made public. ■ \ '• 

Hoover also remarked that the main question now is who 
originated the idea of the King phone taps. 

Nicholas Katzenbach, the former Attorney General, has 
accused Hoover of prodding Kennedy into authorizing the taps. 

"That's not trudj " Hoover asserted. This put IJoover into 
direct disagreement^ witli Katzenbach who said last week it was false to 
"say or imply that tliis tap was tiie original concept of Robert Kennedy. " 

Both Katzenbach and his successor, Ramsey Clark, admitted 
iiowever, that Kemiedy authorized the tap on King's telephone on 
October 10, 1963. ' . 

According to Hoover, King was under electronic surveillance 
from early 1964 until April 30, 1965. 

Clark last week called for Hoover to resign. But Hoover, 
who received a strong statement of confidence from President Nixon at 
his last press conference shows no sign of quitting. v •* 



* 



He was relaxed and friendly at the interview which was _ 
conducted in a Washington restaurant where he was having Ixmch. . f : ' 
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Ho recalled tiicy used to vacation togother in Miami during tlie Eisenliov/er 
Administration. 

Siiice Mr. Niicoa lias been President, Hoover has been a 
guest at tlie Wliite House and at Cainp David. 

He said Mr, Nixon telephoned him before the press conference 
last week, and "personally investigated" the King wiretap authorization. 

Discussing his general attitude tov/ard electronic 
surveillance, Hoover said he has always been opposed to unrestricted 
v/irctapping by Federal agencies. 

He said he is opposed not only in principal but also because 
it tarnishes tlie FBI's image. 

This assertion also contradicted the statements of Katzenbach 
and Clark, who said he was constaiitiy goading tliem to tap phones. 

Said Hoover: "Years ago I recommended that all tSLpping 
by any agency have tlic approval of the Attorney General. ^ 

"I didn't want the authority. Agencies were doing it all 

over foAvn. Nobody paid any attention to me on this before President Johnson, 

.*■ 

Aslced to specify the agencies, Hoover cited "the CIA, the 
Defense Department, the Internal Revenue Service and other intelligence 
agencies," • . 

"There was so much of it going, " he said, "someone 
would come to me and complain. Then I would choclc around and would 
find it was one of tlio other agencies. " 
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Thirteen profcssovs from major law schools have joined to 
f'firmly condemn" ths^Justice DepartineDt'* new claim of 
unlimitwi power to use secret listenisfi devices on home-front 

troublemakers. 

{ In a Idler yesterday to Atty. Gen. John N. Mitchell, the 

professors said; 

"To grant such a claim woul d eravcly threaten sotni>.^f «^t».r 
most fundamental liberties as' 
well as the rule of law itself." 

They linked the new "bug- 
ring" policy to the still-prowing 
^on^^o^■crsv over FBI wiretap- 
pi njrof the late IJrJilartin Lu- 



II 



" "If Martin Luther King Jr., 
the Black Muslim Leader Elijah 
Muhammad and vigorous oppo- 
nents of the Vietnam war are 
considered appropriate subjects 
for such gross violations of their 
rights, which group vigorously 
seeking change, whether radi- 
cal, liberal or coDsecvative, is 
safe?" 

Big Brother Argunicut 

The professors labeled the 
department's nev theory of its 
power "the argument that Big 
Brother knows best." 
I Justice Department lawyers 
spelled out the newly broadened 
policy on electronic surveillance 
in papers filed a week ago in the 
pending federal case against 
New Left demonstrators at last 
summer's Democratic national 
convention Ui Chics^G, 
( Whenever the attorney general 
dcenfjs it necessary to monitor 
secretly the conversations of 
groups and persons who might; 
"foment violent disorders," the' 

SO on his own authority without 
i getting approval in a court 
' wder. 

The Fourth Amendment ban on 
• "vmrcnsiiiialjlc" .so.nrclics not np- 
prr.v*Kj liy a ccaxX S)i!i|ily docs 
rot apply in .".ui h s)tu;>iions, Uio 
department ciiilnicd in a docu- 
ment filed with U.S. District 
Court in Chicago. 

Never bclore had the departs 
ment claimed that kind of au- 
thority except when gathering 
"foreign intelligence" about 
"external threaU." 




•carried -out extensive >»Hci.op-. 
ping and eavesdropping onDr.j 
King and Muhammad. 

T))e wiretap on Dv. King has 
become the source of a decpen- 
fng conflict between FBI Direc-; 
lor J. Ecigar Hoover and two 
former U.S. attorneys general, 
Nicholas deB. Katzenbacb and 
Ramsey Clark. 

I Hoover has said the late Atty. 
Gen. Bobcrt F. Kennedy author- 
trea me t-xix tu m-'b ->-'y 
phone and that it was Kennedy s 
original idea to do so. Both Kat- 
^enbach and Clark have said 
that it is "false" to attribute the 
proposal to Mr. Kennedy. Clark 
has suggested that "perhaps the 
\|ime has come" for Hoover to 
retire. 

The law professors 800-wora, 
strongly phrased protest to 

KVlitcheil seems likely to broaden 
the controversy to include cur- 
rent "bugging '* policy in gener- 
al. ' . 

* Included among the 13 signers 

of the letter is one law dean, 
Louis H. Pollak of Vale. The 
dlhcr "^2 "ire describew -?^=?> 

/•■>!i«;ir in criminal and ccnstiluf 
tional law. 

The others arc: Anthony G. 
Am.stcrdam of Pcnn,sylvania 

IJnivf>r<;itv VArn rniinlrvm-in nf 

Harvard, Norman Dorscn of 
New York University, Steven B. 
Duke of Yale, Gerald Gunther of 
Stanford, Yale KamLsar and Ar- 
thur R. Miller of Michifian Uni- 
vcr.si'.yt Kcnnctii Grnhnm Jr. 
of UCI,A, MiciiacI S. Josepli.son 
of Wayne State {Detroit), Kd- 
mund W. Kitch of Chicago Uni- 
vcrsity, Herman Scliwart? ofUtAj"^'' 
New York State University (Buf- 
falo) and Alan Westin of Colum- 
bia.' 



Li».iiti-3n and subversiojj, Sjut only 
I [with the advance approval tni 

\ ; federal court. » , 

These are "precisely the 
crimes for which the department 
is seeking the authority to eaves- 
drop without judicial supmri- 
sion." 

Noting tliat, "until just a few 
years ago," there was little de- 
mand for "bugging" except in 
the most serious otffenses like 
espionage, treason, kidnapping 
and murder^" the professors 
commented: 

"We firmly condemn this at- 
tempt to obtain such absolute! 
power against our own people in j 
domestic affairs." i 
3f the department's claim to 
power is upheld, the professors 
said, this would "repudiate one 
of our oldest and most vital tra- 
ditions" — that is, having a 
"neutral and detached" judge 
pass upon police requests for 
search power. 
They concluded by suggesting 
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(hat "the government has con- 
fessed error before in the inter- 
o{ justice, and we call upon 
do so agua In tlus. ia> 
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11 not make this claim to power 
II until after the department had 



The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Waahincton) . 
The Sunday Star (Washin^n)^ 
Doily News (New Y"A> , 

Sunday News (New.Yoik) 

New York Post 



The New York Times , 
The Sun (Baltinwre) L 

The Daily World 

The New leader 



The Wall Joumal 
The National Observer . 
People's World 



Esamlnw {Wasbinston) . 



Dale 



JUN 2 1 1959 



'Appears in Conflict' 

1 The professors suggested that 
jLhe Justice Department 's 
claimed authority "appears to 
be in conflict" with last year's 
crime control law, which per- 
mits electronic monitorin g too b- 



/6 0-/0 70 

NOT BEC0P>Di5r 
19i AWG 7 1969 



g;Kidcnce of rio1i),"g5issa,J 




(Mount Clipping in Spaca B«taw) 



The Smear of Dr, King 



I The FBI and Jts electronic surveillance have 
r.over 3ookcd rasticr than in the cumulative 
revelations of .tj>c Spj-ing on the late Rev. Dr. 

Thor.gh rumors about wiretaps against Dr. 
King were heard long ago. the first real evi- 
dence cnme in a Houston hearing for Cassius 

/Cl.iy. There. FBI agents testified that they 
"iistcncd in" on Dr. Kin^; for several years. 

/One FBI official F.iid later thai this was a na- 
tional security case, but that stretches an clas- 

I M'ho authorized the FBI work? J. Edgar 
/Hoover has said that the authority came from 
the late Robert Kennedy when he was Attorney 
General, and Presioonl Xixon at his press con- 
/ference supported Mr. Hoover. But is this the 
whole truth? Nidiola.s Katr.cnbach, who fol- ,. 
lowed Mr. Kenncd.\ as Attorney General, says 
it is false to stale that the latter was the mov- 
ing force in the buq.cing, Ramsey Clark, who 
/followed Jlr. Kattor.bach. says the Hoover story 
/ is unfair and deceptive, and tliat the FBI chief 
repeatedly asked him to continue wiretaps on 
nr. King. Mr. C'.r.rk refused. ? 

I The wor-' cf tlie story, though, "is "th( evi- 
/dence that liio FBI snooped in a deliberaU ef- 
fort to diSvTedit Dr. King. Fisel, the agency 
asked for .-.-loop power after Dr. King had' 
criticized ro.v.e of its work in the South. Sec- 
ond. newsp;,uernien .shortly thereafter were 
/treated, if that is the word, to FBI rumors about 
the private ;ife of T-r. King. This was not law 
enforcemevii this w^s smear. 

The Kinp ^ase is a frightening example of 
how political police can misuse their powers 
with the help of electronic gadgetry and huge 
files. Ramsey Hark deserves a hi{;h place 
AltMiiii^>.s (.I'licral for hi.s .•iolilary of- 
lovls 10 call a liall lo the sprculinp dragnet. 
f Yet, Attorney Cei.eral Mitchell now says lie 
intends to use fully the new federal law allow- 
ing wiretap.'! on court orders. Kven beyond that, 
bis department told a federal court in Chicago 
that it had power to eavesdrop on anti-war ac- 
tivities without court approval. The King case 
ought to be enough lo caution the Administra- 
tion against making this a snooped-upon na- 
tion. The King case ought to be enough to turn 
any-jordiiLary citizen's, stomach. «^ 
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■ Coininir.ts in jpUflWlursy' 

on Or. King' V^rct.ipping i 

r.y jn;i\' ifrnni.us ' 

^■ »: ^ > -.\.r ^.-^v^rV T nir. ^ 

• \VAS:-liNC.TON. ' Tffnp 20— 
I'o-.T.-iCr Atioriicy Gcncrr.I Kam-^ 
soy Ciark si:;:;;fslcd today that 

\i. rrif-r Hvxnvr rrJrc a?; dircc-, 
i'.or of t;-,c Federal Bureau oi\ 
{lnN£"sti.!::ition, j 
"I ti'.ink, pcrlwps, ilie tinic; 
V:^^ cor-.^e wlicn he siuuld rc-i 
tire, bo'.h in the interests of hisl 
cwn career, which h.is bccni 
nii^;!^..^•J:^hod. ^nri in the intcr-i 
|r.<ts of the F.B.:., which has; 
beo:; a jrt?,! investlfiativc' 

■ cSkT.ey," Mr. Clark ,sa;d in an 
5n;en-;e\v with the Columbia, 
Broiiicr.itir.i: Sys:eni. i 

nis sjjgestion was the latest! 

• irs a continuirq coniroversy in-J 
volvia.i: tlic uirctappinq of tlse 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luihcr^ing. 
Jr. — i 

j Mr. Hoover said tlutl 
Robert F. Kennedy initiated the I 
wiretap when he 'was Attornev' 
General. Mr. Clark and his; 
Imsr.ediaie prodccessi'ir as At- 
torney GoiiciMl, Nichnl.is dcB| 

5K:U/tcr.bac!i, labeled Mr. lloov- 

Jcr's slalcmenis iiii.slc;idins. 

Prcsidoiii's View 

• President Nixon seemed in 
his news co.ifercnce last nightj 
\io be sidinj^ with Mr. Hoover! 

when he said he had checked^ 
r.r.d found that the Attorr.cyi 
Ger.cral had approved thc| 
wiretap. I 

This, however, was not dis-' 
pured. .A.t issue was who ini-! 
tiatcd the wiretap and why, ' 

The barkpround of the cur-.' 
rent dissiite is as foJiows: ' 

In 1DC3, Dr. Kind's Atlanta-i 
based SoLiihem Christian Lead- 
ership Conference was at the 
forefront of (he civil righis 
li^ht. Widely cireulaled reports 
that the conference was in- 
volved with persons of Com- 
r;".ur;is: background ciuscd con- 
cer.i amons white liberals sup- 
poriins Dr. King's cdoris, ; 

In July cf thit year, The. 
Atlanta Constiiution carried anl 
article sayinjj th.it''Jack H. 
O'Dell of Now York, who had 
heea reported by the Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee 
and the House Committee on 
Un-Anr.cr;cati Activities to have, 
'been linked with Gemmunistj 
.activity, v/as a member of Dr.! 
^King's stalf. j.-^— | 
• nt,Kic{; said Mr. O'DcU had! 



O'Dell "may have had some 
connections in the past" with^ 
Communism but he was con-t 
vir.ccd that Mr. O'Dell hadt 
renounced them. | 
\ The Justice Department was 
then allied with Dr. King's or- 
sanization in a number of ef- 
forts lo break down scRrej;a- 
tion, and it wa.s known that 
ihcie was conrorn williin the 
(icparlmcnr abmit ihc involve-, 
mcni of persons i" tbe civu 
riplus movement with Commu- 
nist oacKgrounu. 

I Broad National Support 

: Dr. King's efforts then had 
broad . national support. Lib- 
erals who ^backed the efforts 
financially believed that A 
would be at least a tactical 
mistake to permit the infiltra- 
tion ino the movement of any 
f. elements that could be brand- 
ed ar.ti-Amcrican. 
t ^ The movement and its lead-, 
ers were reportedly kept un-, 
der constant surveillance by 
• iie F.B.I. , both for their pro., 
tcction from white militants,, 
and because of the bureau's^ 
concern with Communist sub- 
version. In his travels through 
the south. Dr. King had as 
many as six agents traiUng him. 

In a celebrated news confer- 
ence in November of 1964, Mr. 
{Hoover called Dr. King "the 
most notorious liar in coun- ^ 
iiy" for saying that F.B.I 
Vj'ents in Afhany, Ga., had 
failed to act on the civil rights 
complaints of Negroes. 
, In lOM. while conservatives 
began making public state- 
ments that the bureau had se- 
cret information on Dr.', King 
that could be damaging; The 
bureau would say nothing pub- 
licly about these, statements. 

■fhcy were never cfenled'aor 
t confirmed. ■ 
' In December of 1966, Mr. 
tHoovcr and Mr. Kennedy, then 
a Senator from New York, en- 
gaged in a widely publicized 
dispute over the bureau's 
eavesdropping activities. Sena- 
tor Kennedy said that he had 
not liccn aware of all of the bu-: 
rcau's electronic sur\'cillance. 
'Mr. Hoover replied that was 
"absolutely inconceivable." 
Wirelappins Disclosed 
last June 4. it was disctosCL 
in a hearing in Houston on ar 
appeal by Cassius Clay, the 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion, from his conviction 
!for refusing to be drafted that ! 
)ihc F.B.I, had tapped Dr. King's* 

'.e-.-r=^n.^-.y fr TT' T 
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; ^ i.a(or r.ftcr CnrI T. I^nwan, /• ^ 
1 1;-^ coiiimnist. Criticizo'J .v7r. Zt^^ 
,!}ioovcr in connection with the /X 
■ Xing wirctappinjr, the F.B.I, rc- 
Iheased a letter to Mr. Howan 
•,'frrini Clyde A. Tol^on, as.sociatc 
■! director, sayinq that the wire- 
:]tap was "specially approved in 
'advance in writing by the late 
'i Attorney General of the United 
^Stales, Mr.Unbcrt F. Kennedy 
"and was done "sliictly in the 
I field of. internal iiecurily." 
i; Yesterday, Mr. Itoovcr .said 
■in a rare newspaper interview, 
jwith The Wahsington Star, that 
ihc had memorandums by Court- 
Iney Evans, then as-sistant bu- 
Ircau director and liaison offi- 
'ccr with the Justice Depart- 
■,ncnt. showing Mr. Kennedy 
,"to be the initiator, 
'j In June of 1963, Mr. Hoover 
isaid the Evans memorandums 
showed, Mr. Kennedy said he 
was concerned about reports 
I that De. King had Marxist ican- 
iings — Dr, King _ consistentyl 

j denied this charge — and wanted 
to know if it was feasible to 
use electronic devices to prove 
or disprove the aiiegations, spe- 
cifically to check on Dr. King's 
reported dealings with a New' . . ' 

York lawyer with Communist 
connections. 

Difficulty Cited . • 

I Mr, Evans's reply, Mr. Hoo- 
ver said, was that it would be : 
dirficult to tap Dr. King's lines 
because of his constant Uavcls-T^^ Washington Post 

But m the following October Times Herald 

the bureau advised Mr. Kennedy , ,. , . „ -, », 

Uiat it was feasible to tap thcTbe Washington Daily News _ 

line of the Southern ChristianThe Evening Star (Washington) 

■Leadership Conference in At-„ _ \ ,„, v:__»__i 

llanta, and this was done, ac-^he Sunday Star (Washrngton) . 
fcording to Mr. Hoover's read-IDoily News (New YorkI 

iing of Mr. Evans's memoran-L „j ^ews (New Voik) , 
Qums. ^ 




New York Post . 



The Sun (Baltimore) . 
The Daily World 

The New Leader 



jtSiepnone ..caUs._'.^ * 



The wiretap was discontinued" 
;on April 30, 1965, sevcral|The New York Times 
tmonths after Mr. Katzenbach , 
{.succeeded Mr. Kennedy as At- 
jorney General, Mr. Hoover ' 
told The Star. 

Mr. Clark, who was in the 
\Tustice Department all this The Wall StrcclJoumal 
l^me and succeeded Mr. Kaizcri-lT.he Notional Observer . 

iljach in 1967, said Mr. Hoovcrlpeople's World 

was being deceptive in por- Examiner (Washington) 
Straying Uie F.B.^. as the reluc- 
Uiit spy on Dr. King. 
J "."Vlr. Hoover repeatedly re- 
p^uested me to authorize F.B.I, 
wiretaps on Dr, King while 1 
was Attorney General," he said. 
"The last of these request.^, 
none of which was granted, 
came two .days befa'r» the murij 
der of 
1968]." 
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, .'.^c'..,'.„.:'.o.i i":ss :v:a;"v':l tu ar.y 
■v.hc;::: it hns cv;r lap^^cd v:.o 
to'.cr.r.o.^'i i;.' ;;:'.y r.icnibcri o: 
Co:".:re>s wS }3,:vi of iU job of 

[ Ciy;,o A. Vcl-oa. li-.e F3I 2s- 
s;jii:e dircctc" wiio ciisclcaed 
:r. a lo'.'.Ci- .a t:.^ the :c;.> 

v.-.-.a tipped 
■'rtrt.r.;.- ::\ uc ueld c: iiuer- 
iccu.";:y," has uiio riiuicd 
'.'.3 s::y wivclhor tie F2I his 
;.ipr----i i!w tclL':^lio::cs or 
bussed [he honioi oi o'.lici" civ- 
il r;,^h:i Icaciors siicii as lity 
W:.ki.;s of ihc NAAC?, V/hir- 
r.oy Ycu:.j 0: tha Kstior.al 
Urbsn Lo:i^n;e, fr.jRcv. Kalph 
Ab,?r.:nthy c: the Soutlvirn 
Cr.r:sU:;n Lcric'crs'.vlp Coiifcr-' 
!r.:-.ics Farmer, loi- 



c 



A bi.-^niricunt p5ir.i-L:ijL wits 
::itiT.l to my coluinii hss bec.i 
.litcuvcd by Uic "llcovcr or ■ 
"Koiincuy?" con'.rovcrsy. Tliat 
lis r.iy ?oh:' thr.t tl.e F3I tan, 
c!oi>s cr.d \vi!i tap ii:o phore or 
bus the dwelling oi! jest about 
any Anic-ric:!!! in the name of 
''iuLorr.a! sscurity." 



Rcilior ihun n:oct this point, I 
"ol wants iha v/irctap-^* 

.pii^.';-.LMi!;Sir.5 controversy to 
icctis o;i King bocaasc iti/u5-' 
scsics t:;pc rccortiin^s and 
phcLOcjraphs that it thinks will 
blr.ckcn King's rcnutatioa. 

(Tolson has carefully neg- 
lected to ccinn;cnt on my ro- 

Jport that for yc:.rs the FBI 
lias had a si'.iall army of 
agonis and r.llies roaming the 
country wliisijcring tlio dirt 
about King.) 
vm strategy is bp.scd on the 

*'assun:p'iion that some of the 
public already hates Kins, oth- 
ers automatically despise he- 
roes v,ho turn ou: to ..have feet ' 
of clay, and still others are 
quick to adopt a holior- 
tr.aa-thou posture and throw, 
the first' stone, the assump- 
tion seems to be th^t if the 

1^?*EI leaks caoush desradins 
details about King the Amci'i- 
can people will forget the cen- 
tral cl^argc in my column that 

|;:ke FBI found so %'ounding it 
finally decided to lell the 
American people part of the 
truth. 

That charge, I repeat, is 
that we are a lot closer to' 
becoming a police state Uian 
most Americans realize. Noth- 
ing iiUisti-ales this more than . 
ijlho current FBI caninaipn. 

But the issue is not whether 
• Kh:2 was a rsint^and perhaps 
this is the lime for mo to rc- 
^\ cal that I b.-ivc read the FBI 
rc:;orts bcscd . on electronic . 
surveillance of the late Nobel .. 
priic-wicaer. 1 know how , 
£ir.uch dirt the FBI has dug up, ! 
and 03 percent cf it is barn- 1 
yard gossip that has nothing to ' 



-thA 



Farnier 
CoriuniUcc on 
;y "r.d now an 



cnoc, or 
r.;cr!v ti.'J 
Racial Llq 

aioii'.ar.l sccrciary of Health, 
Education ai'.d WiL'arc. : 1 

In a curt excV-ar.i^c cf biters . 
wiiii this reporter, Toison " 
taUes the view that in reveal- ■ 
ing ih;: the wiretap onKin^' . 
was authorized by the late 
Hoberi F. Kennodv, the FBI's . 
pu:-pi£2 has "bten acccm- 



ishid" arjd "I'r.ara is 



no necc 



1 



to continue 
ence." 



this correspond- 



) U Thus 2^.0. F2I £ocl:s to evade 
I the tl-j-uEt of r.-,y recent col- ' 
J uxn ;:-.i.t 7o;;cn labeled 



"scarri.ous i;y r^stm^:; its 
c^so on an assartn'.cnt of alle- 
gation-; Egainst uvo ccLd men ' 
who csnr.ot tc:lk baa;^ 

Firit, in an ali-out effort to 
■ protect the re.iulation of J. 
;;.vd-ar_ llMver,* iha FDI has 
;ir..-jcd the wiretap on 

Xiiit' wai bat;: su^.;cs!cd and ' 
avvirowd by tlio Ltc Senator 
K..nr.aay. 

A check of rcaorfs I kept on i 
the King cTair during rny gov- ■ 
crnniant days, including dis- 
,cu?sion!; c: the rnalior with ■ 
;.F3I officials, sug:',osts that ■ 
Kcn:;aJy C'.il approva ihs wire- 
ti.e-T2l 



^.aa, Du; ;r.a: v.^TZl lies in ' 1 suaaii* uiai-j.^iiuwuuii <■« ■ 

^^..l:^ that it was liennedv's ■ -^^ with "internal secu rity" or 
l.^^an«llv. ■ -?:.^iJ=v»;-^^<jiaf>tifitInfluences/'^^ 
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' j The Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, in declaring with some heat 
that it was authorized by the late ; 
: Robert F. Kennedy to tap Uie tele- 
^phone of the late Martia . Luther : 
^ King, Jr., has responded to only . 

part ol the question raised over , 
. wiretapping policy by this incident. 
As Oswald Johnston reported, in a ■ 
dispatch from our Washington < 
bureau, it was charged that the tap 
was continued several years after 
I Kennedy resigned as Attorney Gen- , 
. eral and in disregard of orders to. 

remove it. But Mr. Johnston noted 
j that_the FBI and the Justice De- ■ 
, ' partaaeni'^^'did not <leal'wiili'"tBs 
, . point anddid not disclose when the' ' 
' tap was discontinued." TfiisT Is a, 
pertinent matter, in view of state-.; 
ments made against the practice 
of wiretapping by former President i 
Johnson and former Attorney Gen- 
eral Qark. The Kirtg case could be ■ 
.better understood, perhaps,' if the} 
. [ FBj's indi gnation could bematched ; 
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Wl-26 

]• (KING VIRETAPS) 

t VASHIN'GTvN— FORKER ATTY . GEN. NICHOLAS DEB. KATZENBACH HAS 
I JaTTACKED as "FALSE"! any ALLEGATION ROBERT F, KENNEDY DOUBTED THE 
I LOYALTY OF MARTIN LUTHER^KING, 

* KAT7,ENBACH'S COMfOJTS-WERE" PROMPTED BY A COPYRIGHTED INTERVIEW 
VITH FBI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER IN YESTERDAY'S EDITIONS OF THE 
WASHINGTON STAR. IN THE ARTICLE HOOVER SAID KENNEDY WHEN HE WAS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL, WAS CONCERNED ABOUT ALLEGATIONS KING HAD MARXIST 
LEANINGS. 

THIS CONCERN LED KENNEDY TO PROPOSE AND LATER ORDER A WIRETAP ON 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER »S TELEPHONES, HOOVER WAS QUOTED AS SAYING. 
\ KATZENBACH. WHO SUCCEEDED KENNEDY AS ATTORNEY GENERAL, ISSUED A 
\STATEICNT ADMITTING .ALL WIRETAPS WERE AUTHORIZED PERSONALLY BY 
\J<ENNEDY, AS IS THE CASE WITH EVERY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

"BUT TO SAY OR IMPLY THAT THIS TAP WAS THE ORIGINAL CONCEPTION OF 
ROBERT KENNEDY — THAT HE WAS THE MOVING FORCE IN THIS SITUATION — OR 
THAT HE HAD ANY DOUBT WHATSOEVER ABOUT DR. KING'S INTEGRITY OR LOYALTY 
IS FALSE 

•IT IS UNWORTHY 07 THE TRAdItION OF THE FBI TO ATTACK IN THIS 
FASHION THE REPUTATION OF TWO MEN WHO CANNOT DEFEND THEMSELVES,* 
KATZENBACH SAID. 

.( FORMER ATTY. GEN, RAMSEY CLARK, LIKE KATZENBACH A DEMOCRAT, ALSO 
Ik CRITICIZED HOOVER'S COMMENTS AS "UNFAIR AND DECEPTIVE," 
I [\ 6/20— GE 9 52 A 
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uies FBI 




On 'King Tap 



Former Attorney General Nicholas dcB. Katzenbach 
charged last night that FBI Director^J.- Edgar Hoover's 
account of why Dr. Martin LutherKmg's phone was 
tapped is false. — ~*" " 

Katzenbach .icknowlcdged that the wiretap was "per- 
sonnlly au thorized " by then Attorney Gener al Robert F.] 

•Kennedy, - • — - . 

"But io say or Imply that 
this tap was the OTij<)nal con-^ 
ception of Robert Kennedy . . .. 
is f:klse," Knlzenbach said. 



Fbrmer Allorney Generall 
Ramsey Clark said in a slalc-i 
mcnt Ifiat Hoovrr's account 
was unfair "because It comes 
after Robert Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King have been 
murdered in the service of 
humanity and are unable to 
defend tliemsclvcs." Clark also 
said the "selected materials 
from FBI files" released by 
iHoover vere "deceptive in 
idepicting Mr. Hoover as a re- 1 
pueant eavesdropper of Dr.j 
I King. He (Hoover) repeatedly, 
j requested me to authorize a 
{FBI wiretap on Dr. King while 
I was Attorney General. The 
last of these requests, none 
of which was granted, came 
two days before the murder 
of Dr. King." 

Other sources who held high, 
l&>osjtions in the Justice De-i 
|)artincnt under Kennedy said; 
Ithe Attorney General approvedj 
,the tap on Dr. King oni'y after; 
She FBI had ur^ed him toj 
over and over and over afSAin"'- 
jTor two yean heeau.^ the FOIj 
ibclieved Dr. King was either 
a Communist or a tool of the 
Communist Party. 

Kennedy's defenders spoke 
after President Nixon strongly 
Supported Hoover, 
i Mr. Kixon told his press con- 
Iference last night that his per- 
isonal check had^found lhati 
; bugging "had always been ap- 
-proved by the Attorney Gen- 
Kialf-Trs-TiTri Hoov er <p.<tlfi ed 

iunseraiid.im* .^f^^-r 



I .The President made It.clcart' 
'tiiat the 'recent disclosure' or ; 
the King wiretapping and the* I 
iconlrovcnsy over who wanted ; 
it — Hoover or Kennedy — led • 
him to look into the contro- ; 
versy personally. ' ' 

Katzenbach, issuing a state- 
ment in New York, said that: 
"It is unworthy of the tradi- 
I ion of the FBI lo attack inH 
,Uiis fashion the reputation of I 
itwo men who cannot defend I 
;themselvcs." ' . 1 

During Kennedy's first two ; 
weeks as" Attorney General in 
early 1961', the other sources . 
^aid, the FBI came to Ken-, 
ncdy and said that Dr. King 
I was deeply involved with two 
members of the Communist 
IParty. 

I FBI representatives repeat- 
ed their charges frequently 

'during the next two years, 
these sources, who held posi- 
tion5;_ at assistant secretary 

jlever~or%bove. said. ... 
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pfn ihc fall of 1963, Kcn^ 
incdy agreed to place a tap on' 

Kinu's Southern Christian 
a,cadcrsli)p ConCcrcncc phone 
■to verify or disprove the I<'BI 
rallccations, the sources said. 
I The version ot tlie incident 
I hat Hoover has made public 

is very similar — except that 

his ac(\3unt attributes the fears. 

that Dr. King was a Marxist 

to Kennedy. 

I Hoover told the Evening 
Star yesterday that Kennedy 
proposed tappinc King's phone 
to discover if the civil rights 
leader was closely associated 
with Marxist ideas and had 
Marxist followers. " 

II Hoover reportedly showed 
tjbic Star two m e m o f .a ji d a. 
from 1963. The first, written! 

lljy ,then^ assistant director of 
ihe FBf'and liaison man with 
llhe Justice Department Court- 
ney Evans, reported a conver- 
sation between Evans and Ken- 
nedy in which the Attorney 
General reportedly inquired 
whether tapping King's phone 
was feasible. -| 
jf The second was Hoover's re- 
'quest (or the wiretapping ail-! 
thoriifttion; it bore Kennedy's' 
si;;nature and the date "10-10-'* 
63" in the lower left-hand 
corner. 

I An FBI spokesman made 
•clear in response to questions 
jthat Hoover would not talk to 
the Washington Post The 
spokesman said the Star story 
"speaks for itself" and would 

Dotj:pmjnent further. 

rffari5,-iow-.ln private law, 



I practice here, was reported; 
to be en route to Pureto Rico 
and could not be reached. 

The wiretapping- ' of Dr.'? 
King's phone was disclosed' 
I during Cassius CUy's draft^ 
evasion hearing in Houston > 
and has caused angry debatej 
Uvcr the role of the FBI, *■ 
Iburcau of the Justice Depart*"* 
Iment. " = 

"I have never authorizecr 
installation of ' technical dec*' 
tronic devices without author-* 
ity of the Attorney General,"^' 
^hc Star quoted Hoover as* 
saying. He said the King wire-- 
I tap was stopped April 30, 1965j 
I — two months before former. 
I President Johnson issued an- 
order banning the practice ex-» 
f eat- in_ national' security in-, 
'vesfleanons. 



FD'iiO (Hfv, 



-lb-63) 




(Movnl Clipping In Space Below) 




' ' Ccrtai,nly, r>oljby Kennedy did not | 
suspect "Uiv rting of con.^^ili2;;_j^th i 
Coiiimunists or that the security of the 1 
' nation was endangered by the Negro i 
leader's activities. However, to bal- ' 
ancc the picture all around, such lead* ' 
tfs as Dr. King did endure and win ' 
' strugRlcs within their organizations to" . 
eh'im'nate suspect influences. 

To close the datci on the phone ' 
' tap. Attorney General Katzenbach 
ordered the tap removed in the spring 
of lf>B5 

Now (he major question 

t irises on Ihc issue of the 
iiiy, the FBI gleaned from this long j 
and expensive bugging, 
i The FBI declines comment on this j 
fiubject. The FBI's public information 
chief told me yesterday by phone that : 
"we can't disclose anything on that; it ' 
' is not ordinarily done." He explained 
that the recent revelation of wire tap 
conversations on a Mafia headquarters 



1, of course, [ \ ^ 
finding";, if , j 



King ivirclap 
slory untiiiishecl 

I Confirmation that the FBI put « 
/^irelap on the Liu- Dr. Martin L uther 
^ing, with Robert Kennedys appTOval, 
produced one of those news stories 
that is literally true, in 
that the f.-\fis so far 
disclosed arc true. 

However, the news 
stories are not iruc in 
essence, because oli the 
facu either haven't 
been told or have not 
been put into historical 
perspective. 

I The FBI said that 
'the "surveillance" of 
Dr. King was authorized 
Kennedy when he was attorney gener 
al. At that time, the attorney general 
could authorize a wire tap but not the ' 
use of electronic devices. The mood of 
those days in our history must be con- , 

Isidered. Con.scrva lives, including FBI , 
Director J. Edgar Hoover himself, were 
charging that that civil rights move- : 
ment was shot through with Commu- I 
niats. Dr. King had been accused of : 
"helping" the C<immunists with his : 
civil rights activities. " I 

Kennedy wa.s put on the spot by ' 
fhe FBI request fpr authority to eaves- 
drop on Dr. Kiifg. Jf he refused the 
authority, he would have been vulner- ' 

(able to the accusation that he would 
Jnol allow the FBI even to check into 
possible Communist influence in the- 
civil rights area. And in the 'early: 
1960s, the issue of reds and rights: 
flared hotly. 

I The FBI said it wanted to see if 
Reds had infiltrated the movement.' 
Kennedy could not block an investiga- j 
tion in the political context of those i 
days. i 

■ The wire tap went on Dr. King ini 

October or November of 1963. A few! Sylvan Meyer's column appears In 

weeks after the eavesdropping started. I .>t!:ii{na5e on Monday, Wedncsoay and 

President John Kennedy was assassi- ' ' Friday. 

nated. Obviously. Robert Kennedy I ■ ' ■■■ ' — ' 

immediately became involved in mat* 

ters far more immediate and pressing | 

than the wiretap. • [ 

1 The FBI continued the tap on Dr. I ; I* 

Kin g, ac cording to an agent in Atlanta,,! 
i fe i rniwO t May 1 965, long" after Ken- , 
ne.dy resigned as attorney general. . ] 




in New Jersey came about because of 
•a court order in response to a defense 

• attorney's plea. 
Regardless, it should be reported 

. that there were no results achieved 
from the surveillance and that Dr. 
King was never regarded as a security 
risk, neither as a result of the bugging 
' evidence nor any other findings. 

There were several men in the 
{Justice Department during those difh- 
cuit days who were both staff mero- ^ 
■ bcrs and close friends of Kennedy's. - 
50 far., they have been silent on this^ - 
, matter. After all, they aren't official ' 
spokesmen any more and they are 
•reluctant to enter .an arena in which 
■the contest, except for the sake of; 
historical accuracy, is moot, 

I hope some of them will come < 
forward with a definitive statement, - 
. however. The very act of wire tapping 
has a negative implication; the sugges' 

• tion that Robert Kennedy concurred in 
a suspicion of Dr. King should be au- 
thoritatively denied; and the capri*. 

•- tious nature of the whole business of 
. official eavesdropping on the basis of 
were suspicion could use the exposure. 
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HIXOfcSIlPPORTS" 
I IF^I ON KING TAP 

But 2 Ex-Attorneys General 
Call Hoover Claim Unfair 



Bj OSWALD JOmrSTON 
[Wa<hin;ton Bureau o/ Tlu 5Bn] 

Washington, June J9— Presi- 
dent Nixon threw the full 
prestige of his office tonight be- 
fciind Ihe FBI ciaim tiiat tJie late 
fRobert F. Kennedy was respon- 
jsible for the government wire-: 
/i^Tp on The Rev. Martin Luther' 

"Almost simultaneously, two 
■former attorneys genera'i under | 
the Johnson administration at-i 
tacked as "false," "unfair" and' 
"deceptive" the claim of J.Ed 
gar Hoover that Mr. Kennedy 
Recommended the tap. 
Mr. Nixon, speaking on nation- 

f'vide television, told a news con- 
erence that the FBI director 
'does enjoy my complete confi- 
dence," 

He added that he had 
"checked personally into the 
matter" of responsibility for the 
'wiretap placed on Dr. King dur- 
ing the last years of his life. 

"I found that it had always 
.been approved by the attorney 
IGeneral, as Mr. Hoover testified 
Tin 1964 and 1965," the President 
-said. He apparently referred to 
testimony before Congress 
jivhich Justice Department 
spokesmen cited earlier when 
asked to comment on the contro- 
versy over the King surveil- 
lance. 

I Sharp crticism of the Hoover 
crsion of events was voiced by 
Nicholas dcB. Kalzenbadi, Mr. 
Kennedy's successor as Attorney 
General, and n.-»msey Clark, 
who took over command of the 
{Justice Department in October, 

I Both spoke in bitter terms of 

JmPj^ Hoove's claim^ toriav that 
Mrf" Kennedy instigated the^tapl 

on Dr. King because he suspect-, 
ed him of having "Marxist", 
\ sympathies. [■ 
> 'It is unworthy of the Iraditionl 
attack in this fasli^, 
01 of hvo men, 
elncd tliemseivcs." 




Mr. Katzenhach said. To portray 
MrrKenncdy as arf' instigator is 

■yiase," he charges. , 

I Mr. Clark termed the Hoover 
claim "deceptive in depicting 
Mr. Hoover as a reluctant eaves- 
'dropper of Dr. King. He repeat- 
i jiedly requested me to authorize 
I FBI wiretaps on Dr. King while 
i \l was Attorney General." | 
2 Day.s Bcofe Murder 
He added: "the last of these 
requests, none of which was 
l?rantcd, came two days before 
.the murder of Dr. King." 
i Mr. Nixon \i; npw.<: ^conference 
vote of confidence was (he first 
iormal administration response 
to the FBI assertion that Mr. 
Kennedy not only approved te 
King tap faut also recommended 
it. 

The claim that Mr. Kennedy 
iipproved it was made yester- 
flay by one of Mr. Hoover's top 
Taides. The claim that Mr. Ken- 
Inedy originated the idea was I 
■fnade by Mr. Hoover himself, ini 
a copyrighted interview pub-i 
lished today in the WashingUn 
Star. i 
Views On Eavesdropping 
Mr. Nixon coupled his backing 
^.f the 74-year-old FBI director 
with a statement of his adminis- 
tration's view of electronic 
eavesdropping as an instrument 
of government. 

"As far as this administration 
is concerned," he said, "our atti- 
tude toward electronic surveil- 
lance is that it should be used '. 
very sparingly, very carefully,: 
having in mind the rights of 
those who might ■ be; 
involved. . 

7But," he added, "very effec-! 
lively ifi protect the internal andi 
external security of the United I 
States." . * 

Authority Claimed ' 
I Last Friday the Justice De-' 
fiartmcnt claimed the govern-! 
ment has authority under the; 
Constitution to eavesdrop on any 
organization it deems "subver- 
sive." 

Speaking with the full backing , 
If John^N. Mitchell, the Attorney 
{General, department lawyers - 
claimed that this board power to 
tap telephones or plant bugs ' 
could be exercised without judi-l 
cial warrant. ' ' ! 

They suggested further that 
evidence^gathered in this^way 
coiiTdl^.used in cour C ? !"'^ ' "^ • 
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The current contrQi 
jviroiappiniij' and bugging has 
ticen simmering since an FBI 
agent disclosed In a Houston 
courtroom three weeks ago that 
Dr. King's home telephone in 
Atlanta was tapped during 1964 
and 19iiS. 

May Have Conlinacd 
The agent, Robert Nichols, 
conceded under sharp question* 
ing by a civil rights lawyer that 
the surveillance may have con- 
tinued after he was taken off 
the assignment in May, 1965. 

Some' observers took this to 
mean that the surveillance con- 
tinued up until Dr. King's as- 
sassination April 4, 1968. 
■ jAn FBI spokesman said to- 
day, however, that the tap was 
iprdered off April 30, 1965. Mr. 
tioover cited the same date in 
Inis Star interview, and added, 
I'M have never authorized in- 
stallation of technical electronic 
devices without written authority 
jfl ^ Attorn ey Gen eraiL'' .. 
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vins Jr.. at his news confer- 



By RlCHA^STiVRNES 

Scrippi-HawMj Sl>" W(lU-f „ 

President Nixon, voicinc his "complete con- 
! (jidencc" in FBI direofor J. Jiid^ar Hoover, has 
j disclosed that an in\-estiRation convinced him 
I that Mr. Hoover ".itways" had obtained ap- 
I Iproval of tlic attorney general lor any FBI 
wiretapping operations. 

The Prci;ideni stepped into the controversy 
over wiret.ip? (he phones of the late Dr, 
, Martin_Lut!ierHij 
enceTasi'mpHi 

I His statement fo!ii»\ved .Mr. Hoover's disclo- 
'surc earlier in the d.iy tliai the wiretaps on Dr. 

King's phones not onJy h.id been authorized — 

but had been proiwscd originally — by the late 

Robert P. Kennedy when he was attorney gen- 
' eral. 

I Mr. Hoover said Robert Kennedy had au- 
thorized the tapping of Dr. King's phones ds- 
/spite an ^BI wsrning :uat the action might Lnt director in charge of liaison with the Jus- 
have possible jjolitical repercussions. I;ice Department. It reported to Mr. Hoover on 
J The account bv Mr". Ho«,ver was disputed in a conversation Mr. Evans had just concluded 
New York City by Nicl.aUis deB. Katzenbach, with Mr. Kennedy, in which Mr. Kennedy had 
, who followed Mr. Kennedy as attorney general asked whether i^t was feasible to install a top 
■ and remained his cl.ise friend. Acknowiedgii)£.- ."^ ^f- King's phones. 

; that Mr. Kennedy authoriied the tap, Mr. Kat- 'Mr. Evans' memo related that he had rcr 

2enb.ich declared: plied to Mr. Kennedy that such an undertaking 



the laic attorney Rcncral of the United States, 
Mr. Robert 1". liennedy," Mr. Tolson wrote. 
The surveillance, he ad lcd, was "strictly in 
the field of internal scciirity and thcrt^forc was 
within the provision laid down by the Presi- 
dent of the United States." 
1 Yesterday Mr. Hoover contributed the infor- 
'mation that Mr. Kennedy hinvself had first 
propo.sed monitoring the Negro evangelist's 
phones in June, 1363, and had approved the 
installation in a memorandum dated the fol- 
lowing October. 

I Mr. Hoover disclosed that the carliei memo- 
randuni expressed Mr. Kennedy's concern that 
the civil rights movement was being infiltrated 
by Marxists, and noted reports that Or. King 
was closely associated with Marxist-leaning 

. followers. 

I The FBI memorandum was written by 
tCourtncy Evans, 
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"To sa7$$y or imply that this tap was the 
original conception of Robert Kennedy — that 
he was the moving force in this situation — or 
that he had any doubt whatsoever about Dt. 
King's integrity or loyalty is false. , 
I "It is unworthy of the tradition of the FBI to 
attack in this fashion the reputation of two 
men who cannot defend themselves," he said. 

Pormer Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark also criti- 
^cized Mr. Hoover's comments as "unfair and 
deceptive " 

f Mr. Clark said Mr. Hoover was wrong to 
picture himself as a "reluctant eavesdropper, 
/of Dr. King," and he said Mr. Hoover "repeat- 




would be quite difficult, because Dr. King tra- 

1 veiled almost constantly. Other FBI officials, 
according to Mr. Hoover, warned the then at- 
torney general that tapping the Negro civil 
rights leader's jdiones could bring political re- 
percussions, i 

(•The October memorandum. In which Mr. 
Hoover reported to Mr. Kennedy that the taps 
were now technically feasible, sought approval' j 
for the installations. It was dated Oct. 7, 1963. 
The memo was counter-signed. "Robert F. ' 
Kennedy. 10-1(W3." 
Taps were installed in Dr. King's home in' 
.• Atlanta and at an undisclosed location in New 
edly requested to to authorize an FBI wiretap, York City sometime later. They were disoon- 
on Dr. King while I was attorney general. The tinued on April 30, 1965, after Mr. Katzenbach 

ilast of these requests, none of which was bad succeeded Mr. Kennedy as attorney gcner- 
granted, cnmv two days before the murder of al. 
Dr. King." The conlrover.'iy first flowered when Robert 

Mr. Nixon said the p.)Sition of his Adminls- F. Kennedy iMscamc a senator from New York, 
'.ration on sut-h wiretaps was tliat thry should ftind he and Mr. Hoover exclt.70gcd barbs over 
be used "very sparingly" when necessary "to who was responsible {or clcejtpjiyt ^Yyyj^drop- 
protect the internal and external security of ping. _ _ 

the United States." , It appeared to have hccn^ald to rest for 

* The new revelations in the controversy ove 
•^the wiretaps came in the wake of a colum< 
fnist's assertion that the Justice Department 
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I had not aut.-. >rized the electronic "bugs," Im 
f plying that they had been ordered improperly 
— and possibly illegally — by Mr. Hoover. 
This a.ew an angry blast from FBI Associ- 
ate Director Clyde A. Tolson, who wrote col- 
umnistK^^d ^^Vv^pd6feQ|dil|£lf^^legatity of 
the ta^s^SJ RUv- i O IvJU^./v/' 
"Tlie w-Mi'jp on Martin Luther Kingjr. was 
peci[i<fally approved .in advance in writing by 



i^afd to rest for .^l M 2 0 1969 

r igood with Mr. Hoover's final word yesuptf* tQUuio 

I- '"I have never authorized installation of t,RC*<'VY /d /J — //^ /^C* 
X cal electronic devices without written author!-. I — S/— i-Sf i - f ^ .^^ 



ty of the attorney general." 

The-relationship between'the Kennedy fami- -i^t 
Jy and Dr. King was a Jong-standing one.'Dur- ^V*- AuG 
Sng the 1960 election campaign, John F. Kenne- 
dy initiated Dr. King's release from a jail 
'where he had been imprisoned for civil rights 
activities. The event, at the time, was viewed ' 
as having helped the elder Kennedy win 'Negro 
support in his election victory over Mr. Nixon. ' 
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By William J, -Eaton rli.ii;r.es of communist 5.ympa- |f(>. the FBI director, to shift 

Oj Our \'>-af}unston Bureau ^"^'''c bcMp in tji^me to someone V^ho 

Couprcss 10 undermine iupport -, j „„f ,„„k, j 
WASHINGTON - President for federal civil rights legisia- "^^"^ "P^^' 

iN'ixon has come to the defense tion. ' Former Alty. Gen. Ramsey 

■f FBI Director J. Edgar "Tliere's no qHcstion that Clark said Thursday th'at 
loover in a controversy in- Bob (Kennedy) dirt not regard {Hoover was wrong to picture 
solving the late Roi^ert F. Ken- M.irtin Luther King as a liiimself as "a reluctant eaves- 
ncdy and a wiretap aimed at security risk," said a former copper of Dr. King." Hoover 
the late Martin LulJier King aide of the laic senator who . nrpeatedly asked his peliyis- 

asked not to be identidcd. sion to tap Dr. King's irn- 
And Nicholas Katzct^bach, '■ vijrsation, Clark said, the est 
wlio succeeded Kennedy as request coining two days 6e3>re 
attorney, general, said that "to ' Dr. King was slain, 
say or imply that he (Ken- ; — 



Jr. 

Mr. Nixon bolstered 
Hoover's assertion that Ken- 
iicdy. vho \*as attorney 
general when the tan was 



started in 1963. had approved | ncdy) had any doubt what- 
,|the FBI's eavesdropping to. soever about Dr. King's in- 
check reports of Dr. King's j tegrity or loyalty is false." 
associations with Communist j The Washington Star's 
Party officials. 'copyrighted story said Ken-. 

A NEWSMAN said at Mr, l'^^..^^'^ FBI memo, indi 



' Nixorrs press conference 
ThuratJay night that at laast 
one newspaper has calledlfor 
^he riJsignation of the 74-iKar- 
pid Hoover and asked If the 
President had complete con< 
fidence in the FBI chief. 
"Mr. Hoover does enjoy my 
omplete confidence and there 
las been no discussion so far 
IS his future is concerned," the 
president began. 
■ He said. that his own c^cck 
5iad shiwn that Hoover 'was 
icorrectlin insistin;: that each 



eating approval, that said it 
was possible to apply taps to 
Dr. <ing's telephones airhead- ] 
quarters of the Southerr^' Chris- 
tian Leadership Conferf,nce in 
Atlanta and at an uritiamed 
location in New York City. The 
document was dated Oct. 10. 
1963. 

HOOVER also apparently 
howed the Star reporter a 
nemo dated June, 1963, that 

vas written by Courtney 
;vans. a former FBI official 
•A liO|''was a go-between for Ken- 



^viretaplused by tiie FBI had |"fflj and Hoover. j 
been approved by the attorney E^jans said in the memo that 
general. Kennedy was concerne^l about 

It will be his adminis- allegations that Dr. King was a 
tration's policy to- u.se dec- student of Marxism and asso- 
tronic ^urvciiiance "verv sp.ir-' cinlcd with a New York atior- 
ingly, lery carofuly . ' . but iie>l' who was close to Corn- 
very ef.eciively" to protect na- .muHist Party leaders. jThe 
tional sacurity, Mr. Nixcp said, mc.iio indicated that Kennedy 

BEFORE the President's 'r?'*' .1° t'''^'fC%?f| / A 

|-omments. Hoover had toic the 'f f' ""^ " ' - ' 

'Washington Star that Kerned^ ■'J.""'™"^,,'^^^'^"^^'' P™™ " 

proposed the Wiretapping"? !f'^P™^V'^«7P°'^^- (rv 1 AA 

Dr. King because of roncern 1?^""'*^^ ^^l^'^'e."^' EX" 1 Oft 

er ns possible Marx'st ties'Vn T- .^"^'l'. 

c ^ '"'VDepirtment official, dispited 

. orner associates qi; Keh- BMVerfr^jeCQe said 'ali 
^•-^Zsaid he approved ^ OTe'^fromUhe 
suggestion, in -ah fei" and it was ^TSimiJily" 
. effort tc cjear^Dr. King from 
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Coiilrayei'sy 
wkrs Over 



[(i'ng Wirefop 

, Ey LY|-I^ENN1ST0N 
Star Stilt Writer 

I Two former U.S. attorneys 
ponoral, FBI Director J. Edcar 
lioovcr and President Nixon 
inavc nil entered tlic jjrowing 
j controversy over Icfii-ral wirc- 
tappii^Qoti the late Dr. Martin 
Lui her King Jr. 
^Tic new issue that last nieht 
jdivicled Hoover and former At- 
lorneys General Nicholas deB.^ 
Katzcnbach and Ramsey Clark 
is wliotlicr the tap on King's 
telephone was the original idea 
of the late Atty, Gen. Robert F. 
Kennedy, 

. Prey weal Nixon, apparently 
rejecting the advice of a key 
aide, als^ stepped into the dis- 
pute to declare "complete confi- 

pence" in Hoover. 

In addition, the President vol- 
unteered that he had "personal- 
ly checked," and had found that 

f loover was correct in saying 

'hat no wiretaps were ever used 
without an attorney general's 
authority. ^ • i 

The issue, however, has be- 
come the question of who origi- 
nated the idea. 

Hoover told Tlie Evening Star 
i\veslerday that the FBI has in its 
files a June 1963 memorandum 
I which— according to Hoover- 
showed that Kennedy had aslted 
about the feasibility of using 
electronic devices to monitor 
.'King. 
I 

i Counterattack 

I Hoover revealed the contents 
1 01 two memorandums, in one of 
wliich he said Kennedy ex- 
,)rcsscd concern about po vble 
Marxist involvement with ttie 
,latc Negro leader. ' 
1 Katzcnbach, who was Kenne- 
• dy's to? aide, issued a statement 
-last night saying that it is 
I "false" to "say or imply that 
this tap was the original concip- 

Ition of Robert Kennedy." 
Clark issued a separate state- 
n:ient describing Hoover's com- 
iments as ''unfair and deceiy 
|tl vg. - :^-TV^^ <-^^^-^*^. 
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i ^i;>^->r -^Kat^cj;hach nor Clark 
/iisputofi the suggfs Tiuii ' Uial 
Lifcnnaiy had given the FBI per- 
nus.sion to install the wiretap on 
King's telephone. Katzenbach 
said flatly that "ihere has never 
boon an issue as to the fact that 
. . . Kcr.nedy personally author- 
ized each telephone wiretap — 
as had his predecessors and suc- 
ces.9ors." 

This li.id been the issue earlier 
this v.ci li, and it was the only 
issue on which the President 
commented at his press confer- 
ence. 

I On JTonday, Hoover's asso- 
ciate director, Clyde A. Tolson, 
said in a letter to Star columnist 
Carl T. Rowan that the device' 
on King's ^telephone had been' 

approved in writing in advance 
by Kennedy.' " 

Yesterday, in another letter to 
Rowan, Tolson said that he had 
written to the columnist to "re- 
fute" a column in last Sunday's 
jStar criticizing Hoover over the. 
wiretapping incident. His Mon- 
day letter, Tolson said, bad been 
written iMcause of "your un-; 
warranted charge that the wire- 
tap .. . was unauthorized and 
illegal." 

Having given his reply, the 
associate director said, "there is 
no need to continue this corre- 
spondence." This apparently 
amounted ,to a refusal to answer 
a series of other questions about 
wiretapping which Rowan had 
submitted to Tolson this week. 

Appearing on television last 
night, 'Rowan said he had asked 
Tolson "how many other civil 
rights leaders" had been the 
Subject of FBI wiretapping — 
specifically James Farm e.r, 
Floyd McKissiclc, Roy Wilkins 
and Whitney Young. 

The question of whether an 
|attorney general gave the FBI 
■ authority to install any wiretaps, 
'on King or anyone else, has 
come up in recent years when 
the legality of electronic sur- 
veillance was contested In cour. 

For years, every administra- 
tion has followed the practice 
that a "national security" wire- 
tap is legal if it has been ex- 
pressly authorized by the 

'^'Poison's letter Monday said 
the device used on King's tele- 

I But Hoover's discussion on the . ^ 

King wiretap with The Star yes- NOT RECORDT^n 
terday switched the central "^wtti^iii? 
question in the controversy ISi 7 ^959 

aw^J r^,, ^ leg ality ^ ^ 
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Hji discut'SOd with Star rpprf- 
scntativos two mcmorhnnums he 

isnid the FBI had in its posses- 
sion. The first of llicsc, lloovcr 
said, was a memo to him from 
Courtney A^Jgwins, wiio in 1'jG3 
was assisrantalrcctor of the 
U'BI and Avns the b\ircau's liai- 
I son man vfilli Kennedy. 
I The E*'nns memo. Hoover 
said, reported on a coiivprsalion 
between Kennedy and Evnns in 
which the attorney general was 
said to have asked about the 
technical feasibility of monitor- 
ing Kinc 

I The FBI chief said the Evans' 
■memo related l^'.jt Kennedy was 
eoncomod al)cut rc;v>rts that 
King had lies v ilhaNcwYork 
attorney with '-knovMi Commu- 
nist conncclioi.-;," that Kinfl was 
a student of >tar.\ism, but that 
he did not openSy espouse Mai K- 
ism because of lus religious be- 
Uefs. 

The purpose of tlic inquiry 
about electronic surveillance, 
Hoover's comments indicated,, 
was to prove or disprove these 
reports. 

Hoover also discussed a sec- 
ond document, in which the 
director said he advised Kenne- 
dy that it was technically feasi- 
ble to apply wiretaps to King's 
telephones at two places — one 
on King's phones in Atlanta, 
Ga., and the other at an un- 
named location in New "york 
City. This memo, Hoover said, 
[was dated Oct. 7, 1963, and con- 
tained Kennedy's signature and 
the date Oct. 10, 1963, at the 
bottom. • 
• As a result of the October doc- 
lument, Hoover indicated, a -wire- 
tap was installed on King's tele- 
phone. 

Former Atty. Gen, Kalien- 
bach, who was Kennedy's depu- 
ty at the time, directly chal- 
llenged Hoover's interpretation 
Pof the June 1963 memo. It was 
piis first public attack on Hoover 
for the FBI. - 

"To say or imply that this tap 
was the original conception of 
Robert Kennedy — that he was 
the moving force in this situa-j 
tion — or that he had any doubts ; 
whats;>evor as to Dr. King's loy- 
alty or integrity is false." I 
"It is unworthy of thpJraHi.' 
lion of the FBI to aftacK in tliis 
fashion the reputation of two 
men who cannot defend them- 
selves. 

I "Truth is seldom found in 
selertivc and partial disclosures 
of this type. What has been said 
is unfair to Sen. Kennedy and 
Dr. King,, by no standard that I 
kno^v Qcxnsoiiant with that ipegri- 
ty and sense of justide.wnich nas 



always Jici'ctofore been tjic con- 
Iti iliuiion of Mr. Hoover to "the 
I adminisLralion of American jus- 
|lice." 

Former Atly. Gen. Clark's 
separate statement echoed these 
Icmarks. He described Hoover's 
'^statement to llic Star as "unfair 
because it comes after Robert 
I'Cennedy and Martin Luther 
King have been murdered in the 
service of humanity and are un- 
able to defend themselves. 

*"JTie truth vf the matter can- 
not be denied tlirough release of 
helocted materials from FBI 
'files." 

Cbik added that he thought 
loover's statement is deceptive 
I! dcpictijif; Mr. Hoover a."? a 
roluctanl cave.sdropptr of I>r. 
King. He rcpealedty requested 
|me to autliorize FBI wiretaps 
on Dr. Kins while I was attorney 
general. The last of these re- 
quests, none of which was grant- 
ed, came two days before the 
murder of Dr. King." 
, The other person named in 
fcioover's comments— Courtney! 
Itevans. now a Washington attor- 
ney—was in San Juan, Piierfo 
Rico, today, and was not an- 
' swering his hotel telephone. 

President Nixon's entry into 
the dispute came before the Kat- 
zenbach and Clark statements 
bad become available. 

A reporter at the "White House 
press conference asked whetiier, 
in the aftermath of the wiretap- 
ping controversy, Hoover still 
had Nixon's confidence and 
whether any decision had been 
made "concerning his tenure " 
V Nixon replied that the director 
"does enjoy my complete confi- 
dence, and there has been no 
discussion with regard to his 
j tenure as far as the future is 
' concerned." 

fi Hoover is past retirement age, 
T)ut presidents have continued to 
grant him continuations in of- 
fice, from year to year. 

Nxon did not stop with a direct 
answer to the reporter's ques- 
tion, 

"I should add further that with 
.regard to the controversy on 
i electronic surveillance that I 
checked personally into the mat- 
ter as to whether or not that 
surveillance wliich had been dis- 
cussed had been conducted by 
|»im and the FBI, by themselves, 
I or whether it had, as is supposed 
I to be the case always, been ap- 
' proved by the attorney general. 
I "I found that it had always 
I been approved by the attorney 
fceneral, as Mr. Hoover testlHed 
Fiji 1964 and 19G5." 
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UPI-166 

(VIRETAP) 

(SUB FOR FIRST FOUR PGKS IN UPI-142> 
WASHINGTON— FBI DIRECTOR J. EDGAR HOOVER WAS .QUOTED 
TODAY AS SAYING TllEN-ATTY, GEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY NOT ONLY ^ 
AUTHORIZED BUT PROPOSED A TELEPHONE WIRETAP ON MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. BECAUSE HE WAS WORRED ABOUT ALLEGATIONS THE CIVIL RIGHTS 
LEADER HAD MARXIST LEANINGS. . 

IN A COPYRIGHTED INTERVIEW WITH THE WASHINGTON EVENING STAR, 
HOOVER CLAIt^D TO HAVE TWO MEMORANDA IN HIS FILES WHICH HE SAID 
PROVED IT WAS KENNEDY AND NOT HE WHO ORIGINALLY PROPOSED THE KING 
WIRETAP. 

•I HAVE r.TVER AUTHORIZED INSTALLATION OF TECHNICAL ELECTRONIC 
DEVICES WITHOUT WRITTEN AUTHORITY OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL," HOOVER 
TOLD THE STAR. 

THE NEWSPAPER SAID HOOVER REFUSED TODESCRIBE THE RESULTS OF THE 
SURVEILLANCE, WHICH HIS ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR HAD SAID EARLIER WAS - 
"STRICTLY IN THE FJELD OF INTERNAL SECURITY* AND SATISFIED, ALL - 
PROVISIONS LAID DOWN BY THE < PRESIDENT. . 
f! . THE FBI DIRECTOR DID NOT SAY WHEN THE WIRETAPPING BEGAN, THE 
I STAR SAID. BUT DISCLOSED XXJJ AS DISCONTINUED APRIL.^ 0, . 1965. 

NEARLY THR££^mi?S^E>"-0RErKXl5r¥AS ASSASSINA'TED IN MEMPHIS, 
ITENN., APRIL k, 196S. . 

NEITHER THE FBI NOR THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT .WOULD COMMENT ON 
THE REPORT OR THE DOCUMENTS CITED BY HOOVER. BOTH SAID IT WAS THE 
OTHER'S RESPONSIBILITY TO DECIDE WHETHER THE MEMOS. SHOULD BE MADE 
PUBLIC 

THE *r,£VJS PAPER QUOTED HOOVER AS SAYING HE HAD A MEMORANDUM 
DATED JU«£, 1963, FROM COURTNEY EVANS, THEN ASSISTANT FBI DIRECTOR. 
REPORTING THAT KENNEDY HAD ASKED ABOUT THE FEASIBILITY OF INSTALLING 
LISTENING DEVICES ON KING'S TELEPHONES. 

THE EVANS MEMO, HOOVER SAID, SAID KENNEDY WAS CONCERNED ABOUT 
ALLEGATIONS THAT THE NEGRO LEADER WAS A STUDENT OF MARXISM AND 
CLOSELY ASSOCIATED WITH MARXIST FOLLOWERS, ALTHOUGH KING DID , NOT- • /v 
ESPOUSE THESE IDEAS BECAUSE OF HIS RELIGIOUS IDEAS./(2j1-'/-^'1— ' ^ 

XHSiSKiii^ii'jnonaiiSKaKHM not recorded' 

CORRESPONDENTS: 191 mi J b 7 1959 J 

PLEASE ELIMINATE LAST PGH 07 UPI-Ua BGNG: THE FBI HAS NEVER... 

:>^^^^^ t?- J^^^ WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE ^^^'i^^:^^^^^ 
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v5 By JEREMIAH O'l^ARY ' 

^ ■;- ' ' ■ Sl«r StaU WriHr "' 

r Wirfttapping of D r. M^t m,Lu-^_ 
l^hpf'^'Kjng- Jr.'fl telephone was" 
if^oiwto the FBI by then At- 
torney General Robert F. Ken- ' 
nedy in June, 1963, and author- ; 
ized by Mm in writing later that ' 
hrear, FBI Director J. Edgar ; 
Hoover told The Star today. '> 
I Hoover revealed the contents 
jof two memorandums in one of ; 
I which Kennedy expressed con- 
teem about possible infiltration. 
;of the race issue by Marxists ; 
and spoke of allegations that the 
^egro, leader was closely asso- 
ciated with Marxist ide:^ andj 
followers. '' . ' j 
1 That memorandum to Hoover, 
■dated June. 1963, was written by / 
'•.Courtney Evans, then assistant' 
lirector o£.the FBI and liaison 
man with (the Justice Depart- 
ment. It reported the substance 
of a conversation Evans had just 
had with Kennedy in which the 
Attorney General asked about 
the feasibility of installing elec- 
^^^^^ev^ffj on King's, tele- 
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Concernfcd About Allegations 



Kennedy, according to the Ev- 
ans memo, was concerned about 
reports that .King was a student 
of Marxism, that he was asso- 
ciatiiig yrith 'a NewYorkattor-;, 
■*<>V ~!'[oey*^- Willi . known Communist 
comiections, but that he did not. 
openly, espouse Marxism be^ 
cause of his religious beliefs. 
Hie Evans memorandum indi-, 
cated Kennedy wanted to know, 
if it was technically feasible to 
use electronic devices to prpv^ 
or disprove these allegations, • 
The Evans memo said Evans 
replied to Kennedy that King 
:was a man who traveled almost 
constantly, and that it was ex- 
itreniely difficult to use wiretaps 
Leffectively in such cases. 
I Hoover told The Star that FBI 
officials also informed Kennedy 
at that time that they' doubted 
the advisibility ' of undertakhig 
electronic surveillance of Dr. 
jWng because of possible polit- 
'ioai f ept i^cussigas. - ' •■ 
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however , the secon d, mgrno- 
i-nndum cited by Hoover siiows 
tliat on October 7, 1963, the FBI 
chief reported to Kennedy that it 
was then technically feasible to 
apply wiretaps to King's tele- 
phones at headquarters of the 
Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference in Atlanta, Ga. and 
at an uananaed location in New 
York. 

Tlvat memorandum constituted 
|the FHl's request for ^UU i orn yl 

to proceed with the wi cetap prO: 
posed by Kennedy four months 



Aulhorizaiion Cited 



Defore. The document be 
the lower left-hand corner the 
signature, "Robert F. Kenne- 
dy," and under the name the 
date "10-10-63." 

Hoover did not indicate to The 
Star Avhen the surveillance was 
started but said the taps were 
discontinued on April 30, 196S. At 
that time Nicholas Katzenbach 
was serving as Attorney Gener- 
al. 

Asked about the results of the 
electronic surveillance today, 
Hoover declined comment. 

The FBI director told The 
Star: "I have never authorized 
installation of technical electron- 
ic devices Without Written au- 
thority of the Attorney Gener- 
al." 

Today's disclosures climaxed 
a long smoldering controversy 
lover the role of the FBI, a sub- 
ordinate bureau of the Justice 
Department, in using wiretaps 
or other electronic devices in 
investigative matters. The mat- 
ter came to a head Sunday when 
^arl Rowan, a columnist for The 

Blnr. nU'.T-rlaA tVii» fha ITDT h^tl 

no authority to wiretap Dr. 
King's conversations. He quoted 
former Attorney General Ram- 
sey Clark, who succeeded Kat- 
zenbach, as saying "the implica- 
tion that people thought Dr. 
!King was a security threat is 
ioutrageoug." * ~' 



The Rowan charges prompted 
Associate FBI Director Clyde A. 
Toison to write to Rowan early 
this week defending legality of 
the King wiretaps. 

"For your information," Toi- 
son said in his letter, "the wire- 
tap on Martin Luther King Jr. 
was specifically approved in ad- 
vance in writing by the late at 
torney general of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy." 

ToLson added that the monitor- 
ing device wa.s "strictly in the 
iield of interna! .security and 
therefore was writhin the provi- 
sion laid down by the President 
of the United States." 

Evans, now a Wasiiington law- 
yer, was cn route to Puerto Rico 
today and could not be reached 
for comment. However, Tuesday 
night Evans said he had no rec- , 
onecnoirbf whether a ' wiretap 

authorization directed at King^ 
had "evePbeen involved m his 

dicpiiCQinn Ufim VonrioAv 

Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken- 
nedy, D-Mass., said today he 
would have no comment on 
Hoover's disclosure. 
^ Hoover and Kennedy, afl6r thei 
iatter became a New York sena-l 
tor, accused each other of being 
responsible for use of hidden mi- 
crophones in investigations. 

Evans figured in that contro- 
versy when Kennedy made pub- 
lic a February, 1966, letter to 
him from Evans which made the 
point that the lise of hidden mi- 
crophones was not Kennedy's re- 
sponsibility but suggested he 
may have directly approved the 
use of wiretar>5 on "hones. That 
letter said the Hi sent nationa^^ 
security wiretap requests to 
JVeanaoy'for approval. -■ ' i 



Jt is re liably reported that 
K^nneoy was remindc u hy llH 
tFBl that it still had in its files 
the authoriaations signed by him 
as Attorney General for tele- 
phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- 
ver did not disclose at that time 
any names of persons under 
wiretap surveillance with Ken- 
nedy's approval. 
. At that stage, Kennedy and 
floover broke off the public ex- 
change of charges as if by mu- 
tual consent. This was regarded 
partly as due to Kennedy's reali- 
zation that his signed authoriza- 
Itions were still in FBI files, 
partly to t'ne FBI's desire not tO 
nave special attention drawn to 
its investigative techniques nor 
to engage in a battle with the 
Kennedy forces that could have 
political overtones, 
I The Justice Department on 
Tuesday declined a direct an- 



swer when asked for documenta- 
tion of Tolson's contention in fais 
[letter to Rowan. But earlier this 
gmonth, a Justice Department 
fcpokesman said Hoover was 
'"accurate in every respect" in 
his repeated statements that all 
wiretaps were being authorized 
in advance and in writing by the 
Attorney General during the 
tim^-spEn of the controversy. 
I A Justice department spokes- 
man, asked today if Attorney 
iDeneral John N. Mitchell had 
tgiven Hoover permission to 
discuss the contents of secret 
documents of the King wiretap- 
ping, replied simply, "no com- 
ment." 

However, the spokeman re- 
jballed that the attorney general 
had declined to authorize dis- 
closures in court of the basic 
authority for the wiretapping. 
Such disclosures had been de- 
manded by defense lawyers in 
the Houston draft evasion hear- 
ing for former boxing champion 
Cassius Clay. It was during that 
hearing that the King wiretap- 
ping was officially revealed for 

the first time. _ J 

" 
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' Washington, June 18 (UPl)— Top aide to J. Edgar 
Toover said todav tbal the FBI's wiretap on the telephone 
of JIai tin Luther 1\ing h\ liad been authorized in writing 
by Robert F. Keiniedy-, then attorney general. 

Clyde A. Tolson, assocu-ite FBI 



director, maHe the a-^sertion in 
disputing a cliBTgc that the -wiie- 
Ktap violated rt'strictions which 
pimitc l FBI wiretajis to persons 
approved by the attdviiey Rfneral 
and involving only "nation&l se- 
curity'' invesVigations. 

T olson s aid the King wiretap 
met 6oth fciiuireitients. ' 



His statement v.'»8 made in a 
.titer to newspaper columnist 
pari T. Kowan, who, in a column 
published Sanday, cited the wire- 
tapping of King'a phone in con- 
nding that Hoover should be 
'emoved from off' 
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'For youf inlorma'Uoo," Tolson 



wrote, "the wiretap on Martin 
Luther King Jr. was Bpecifically 
approved in advance in writinc 
by the late attorney' g<?neral of 
the United Stales, Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy. This device jkvas strictly 
in the field of internal security 
and, theie/ore, was within the 
provisions laid down by the then 
nresident of the United States." 
f FBI agent Robert Nichols tes- 
tified that he had. supervised the 
installation of a tap j on King'e 
home phone in Atlanta." ^ 
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I FBI Reply fo Columnist 1 



RFK Okayed King Wiretap 



I A lop aide to J. Edgar Hoover said yoster- 
pay the FBI'* wiretap on the phone of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was authorijed in writ- 
ing by Robert F. Kennedy as attorney general. 

t Clyde A, Tolson, associate FBI director, 
ade the assertion in disputing a charge that 

I the wiretap violated k^gal and presidential res- 
trictions which limited FBI wiretaps to per- 
sons approved by the attorney general and in- 
volving only "national security" investiga- 
tions. 

Mr. Tolson said the King wiretap mei both 
requirtments. 

His statement was made in a letter to news- 
paper columnist Carl T. Rowan, who in a col- 
umn published Sunday cited the wiretapping of 
Dr. King's phone in contending that Mr. Hoo- 
ver silould be removed from office. 
COLUMNIST RiiBUKED 
Mr. Tolson called Mr. Rowun's colunffn "ma- 
licious" and "scurrilous." His letter was dis- 
ftributed to news agencies by the FBt. 

For your information," Mr. Tolson wrote, 
"the wiretap on Martin Luther King Jr. was 
specifically approved in advance in writing by 
the late U.S. attorney general, Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy. This device was strictly in the field 
of internal security and, therefore, was within 
the provisions laid down by the then U.S. Pres- 
jident." 

I The ^^ disclosur e that the FBI had tapped Dr. 
King's phone came earlier this month in Hous- 



ton at a court hearing into the charge by for- 
mer heavyweight boxing champion Cassias 
Clay ttiat his conviction for refusing to be 
drafted was obtained on evidence illegally 
gained by wiretapping. 

I FBI agent Robert Nichols testified then that 
he had supervised the installation of a tap on 
Dr. King's home phone in Atlanta. Mr. Kenne- 
dy served as attorney general from 1961 to 
September, 1964. 
SHADOWED 

Mr, Rowan in his column, asserted that 
"Dr. King's phones were tapped, his hotel 
rooms bugged and he was personally shad- 
owed right up to the time he was slain.' 

He said that the wiretap violated Federal 

tlaw and the restrictions ordered by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, He also charged that FBI 
lofficials gave "tidbits" of information at>out 
Dr. King from the wiretapping to Southern 
jCongressmen who opposed him and that "cer- 
Itain FBI officials were roaming the country 
leaking to newspaper editors poisonous stories 
about Dr. King and what the buggtngs alleged- 
ly had revealed." 

I The Justice Department declined to com- 
ment on Mr. Tolson's letter except to point to 
a statement it issued earlier this month. That 
statement described as "accurate in every res- 
I pect" congressional testimony by Mr. Hoover 
' in 1%5 that no wiretaps were undertaken witli- 
out the attorney general's written authoriza- 
tion. (UPB . 
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Assertion Is Made In 
Answer To Charge 
Against Hoover ,. 

bt oswai.d/johkstov 

tWatfitn'ulon Buf-au of Tht Sun} 

Vashinglon, June 18 — The 
IFBI. speaking through a top of- 
f iciaJ, has /ormally declared the 
late Itobert F. Kennedy respon- 
sible for lh& wiretap on Dr. 
Martin Lulhe^'King. Jr., during 
the last few years of his life. 

Clyde A. ToJson, associaie di- 
Jrector of the FBI and nominal 
teecond-in-command to J. Edgar 
Hoover, made the airsertion in 
reply lo a newspaper column- 
isl's charge that the tap violated 
federal law and naiional policy. 

The letter, on official lelter- 
head, was addrcsped Monday to 
Carl T. Rowan, the columnist, 
«nd to the editor of the Washing- 
ton Star, which carried the dis- 
/pu!cd colunin Sunday. The FBI 
made copies of the letter gen- 
erally available today. 
"Personally Shadowed" 
In his Sunday column, Mr. 
Jlowan stated that the late civil 
rights leader's "phonrs mere 
tapped, his holel rooms bugged, 
»nd he personally shadowed 
rijht up lo the time he was 
slain in Memphis on April 4,' 
3%S" 

nif column nnlrd th.nl Hnnwy 
Clark, the Allnrncy CiPneml In 
office Rl the tlane of the Johti- 
}son admlnistraiion, denied FOI 
authority to eavesdrop on Dr. 
King. 

It charged that the surveiV 
Unce violated a federal statute 
and an executive order signed 
■by President Johnson io June, 
11965, and >t called for Mr. Hoo-^ 
,v»3-'s immediate removal fromi 
■ jHa :r ^ «= — 
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, . F a"ed "MalieionsX— - 
t Mr ToTson'S reply denounced 
^(lle column as "m%:ious" and 
'declared that the King, tap h|*a, 
bofen properly aulhorizetl at its, 
incc-plion by Mr, Kennedy, who, 
.mas then Atlorney General- ; 

The reply made no reference, 
to the columnisl's charge thalj 

U\^^ Jam rinr' y^TiD 

HIC top ""^ v>/,,L"."^- — — - — 

years after Mr. Kennedy's de- 
parture from the Justice Depart- 
ment and in apparent defiance 
of laier orders to remove it. 
iFBI and Justice Department 
officials issued a firm "no com- 
ment" today when questioned on 
this phase of the controversy. 

Mitchell Keeps Mum 
j John N. Mitchell, the Attorney 
General, ha?- been described as 
most unwilling to enlcr the ial- 
fct controversy over FBI eaves- 
dropping activities, and his 
spokesmen have been reluctant 
to discuss the King tap ever 
since its existence was disclosed 
during a court hearing in Hous- 
ton early this month. 

The actual date the King tap 
,vas removed, a tact recorded m 
I Justice Department files, has 
'never been divulged. Asked fur 
corroboration of Mr. Tolson's 
tlaim that the tap was first put 
on with the approval of Mr. Ken- 
nedy, department spokesmen 
again declined comment. 

It is known, however, that top 
"clficials inllhe Justice Depart-, 
iTient were informed of the con- j 
tents of the Tolson letter before 
it was sent. ' 

"Mv aitenlion has been called 
to the "inaiicious article which 
.^faossate in the F""^flii -^j^" 
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CWount Clipping in Space Bc(ow) 



The 5iu:rdor of Martin Luther King: 
Mcr.ipliis sccmcii to c>itch )3im at 
'.he poak f>L iu5 career, cvcii elevating 
'.'.im :n doaiU in ti-.c minds of many 
•'w-r wk..t he rwJiy had been in life, 
v.hi.^h w<i!> in some rcsitccU a.a 

A i?Oii\rrful tun-sonalily, a colorful 
orator, itn offcciive coordinator and 
capitalizcr oi opportunity, King had 
bien both hailed with the Nobel 
"PoAco" Priz^-* for stirring strifo and 
roundiy conderr.ncd for connections 
\vi;h Pvcds and pro-Rcds. 

Somehow, the tragedj' of tha crime 
that e:idcd his life seemed to soften 
the harsh view of many and the sus- 
picions were Uft, for the most part, 
unanswered ar.d fading. 

Taen a few days ago, a liberal 
Xegro colmL:iist, Carl Rowan, chose 
to stir the Kin^: record somewhat to 
taiake an attack on FBI Director J. 
(Zdgar Hoover, issLstia^; that Mr. 
Hoover Quit his office. 
! In essence. Rowan c h .^ r g c d FBI 
I Director Hoover with official wrong- 
. doing — a scriotis charge. Rowan 
\ Iclaimod ^hat tho FBI 'had tapped 
! King's piione witiiout proper authori- 

I, :, Kow tha chr.rge has backfired on 
,1. Rowan — and perhaps on King. 
I J Clyde A. Tolscn, FBI associate di* 
,! rector, reported tha King wiretap 
"was specifically approved in advance 
in T\Titing" by the attorney general 
at that time. 



• imnc- Sleeping c^ecrets 



torncy general of the United States, ■ 
Mr. Kohcri F. Kennedy. " This dcvicrs 
ioa-K slrictly in the field of intcracil ^ 
security and, therefore, was loilhin f- 
the provisions Itiid down by the then \ 
Prr.fiUlr.nt of tl^r. United States." \ 
(Emphasis added.) j 
T!u$ is imporLint: King was under.) 
suTvciilancc in connectioa with tha j 
nation's internal security. ! 

"What was the secret record of King i 
that caused such a move to be made? ; 

The public doesn't know. Perhaps j 
it should. i 
Speaking in Chattanooga some tima j 
before King was murdered, Sen. i 
Strom TnuTOiond, R-S.C., declared i 
that if the American people knew . 
I what the FBI file on. Martin Luther i 
King Jr. contained, there would be an i- 
immediate end to King's power, in- 1' 
f luence and prestige. The senator { 
wa$ not at liberty to divulge the in- \ 
■ fonnation. -j 
Summaries of the tapped phone j 
talks involving King reportedly have 
been given a House Appropriations ' 
Subcommittee headed by Rep. John i 
Rooncy, D-N.Y. The information was ; 
said to be so alarming in connecting 
King with figures in the Communi.'it 
movement that it was brought to the 
lattcntion of high national officials. 

But It wasn't made public. With 
tha King assassination, the sleepings 
secrets seemed destined never to bel 
awakened. | " 

But now Rowan, a King partisan! 
And here is the kicker: that at- { and Hoover attacker, seems to have , 
ether than oDcr.cd the jsatter uo aeain. It is ■ 



a liberal favorite of the King clique- 
Bobby KcujicJy, who later was also 
murdered. So here It was — ^King's 
telephone tapped by approval of 
Bobby Kennedy. 
Why? 

"For your information," Tolsoa 
,«wroto to Rowan, "the •-.irotap on Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. v.'as specifically 
, approved iQ. writii\r..hv. tha lata .at- 



unlikely that the full truth about 
>ilartin Luther King will now emerge. 
But there is reason to recall Sen. 
Thurmond's evaluation that if the 
truth were known, if King were real- 
ly known, he would appear in a far 
different light from that in Which 
he has been so widely cast. 

It would bo good for ths publift to 
know the full truth. 
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June 15, 1%9 concer ning Mr J. 
f^tiji^iHioover, direcior oi Ine 
FBI. 

"For your informalion, the 
wiretap on Martin Luther King, 
Jr., was specifically approved in 
i advance in writing by the late 
! Attornev General of the United 
'; Slates, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy, 
j Tiiis device was slricily in the 
I field of national security and, 
i iherelore, was within the provi- 
I sions !aid ifown by !he then 
I President of the United States. 
"It is to be hoped that you will 
give the same publicity to this 
letter as was given to your scur- 
rilous editorial." 

Charges Were Traded 
I Mr. Kennedy, who was Attor- 
ney General from January, 1961, 
i until September, 1964, traded 
I jcharges with Mr. Hoover three 
; years ago over the question of 
i Responsibility for the FBI's ex- 
I tensive bugging and wiretapping 

of suspected mobsters, 
f Mr. Kennedy tlien sought to 
disclaim .'•esponsibilily of much 
o! this activity by citing a Feb- 
ruary, 1%6, letter to him from 
Ck)urtney A. Evans, who had 

fjccii aaaiokaiih * a^* «i* wvvv* • 

chief liaison officer with the 
buslice Department during Mr. 
Kennedy's tenure as Attorney 
General. • . ^ -i . 

''■•Rie^wSter said the only wire-! 



tap authorization.s "which were 

SWT 

involved "serious national secu- 
rity cases"— a category which, 
In the FBI view, could have in- 
cluded Dr. King. 

Johnson Order 

The government's eavesdrop- 
ping activities were sharply cur- 
laiied by an executive order 
signed by President Johnson 
June 30, J965. By its terms, all 
wiretaps were to be suspended 
except "where the national secu- 
rity is at stalie," 

The order also spccifiod that 
no tap in existence on that date 
could be continued "without first 
obtaining the approval of the At- . 
torney General" 

SUted Flatlcy 

I Nicholas Deb. Katzenbach. 
then Attorney General, declined 
to discuss the issue when 
'; reached by reporters today. Re- 
liable sources have confirmed, i 
however, that the King tap was ' 
ordered discontinued by Mr. | 
Katzenbach. ; - .• v • 

Ramsey Clark, who took over 
eoiTiiriaiid of the Justice Depart- 
ment in October, 1966, has stated 
flatley that "no wiretap or elec-^ 
tronic surveillance was author-; 
ized on Dr. King while I was 
A t fa ilic^ - jy eneral." t^ ji,j=-g 
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I* Bl Says 
Bobby OKd 
ICiiig Bug 

BY CI-ARKM^ .lONKS 
f ret Pr«H WilhlnJton %l»tl 

WASHINGTON— The public 
nulcry over tiie spying onjviac- 

into the opfn PTts of n story 
Ilial {las hppa whisprrpd In 
Washington {or fivf ycnrs. 

\ The sUiry is not flattcrinB 
I Pither to the Flain civil rights 
! Ifadcr or to the various law 
i »>n<orcement agencies In- 
volved. 

Newly uncovered hieWiEhls 
" Include ; 

j« The FBI cavesdropprd on 
King aa part or an inlernsl 
security invpstigalion. The 
original surveillance was »r- 
proved in writing by Robert 
F. Kennedy when he was at- 
torney general. 
9 The stftlcmenLi of Rolirrt 
Keimrdy. /ormer Bttorncy pon- 
Ramsey ClHrk. and FBI 
irector J. Erf&ar Hoover have 
sometimes hecn misleading 
and rolitica llv pispiti Pd. 

Kennedy, for instatir.c. in a 
ljubltc row with Hoover over 
llhe original derision to use 
electronic purvoiliance on « 
broad basis, sairt in D'Tembi r. 
198B that he h;wl not been 
tw-are of all FBI buKKin£ and 
wiretapping activity. 

Hoover replied lhal this waa ' 
"absoiuteiy infOiu'olvflii'e." 

IX>nMI';tt Atlorn<y Ge»fral 
NioholHS Kalzrnbach ex- 
plained to <l'e Free Press 
Wednrsday how the stsviemeiit-i 
of both men were true but in- 
^mplete. 

Kennedy, according to Kat»- 
enbach, would Rive original 
Approval tar-ihi-ym to spy 



Clark, ln,^hi^ slflleinents 
since llie JnnfTTTrotAssion by 
Ian FBI sfTont that King's 
tclephor-ie wns t?.ppcd, has left 
iniprcsaov. that he ncvf-r 
knrw of the surveillance on 
Kinc, 

Readtnp Oark's quotes 
r^refully. however, 5=011 dls- 
rrvvpi- thnl he hfts denied 
ktiowlfiic^ of any elcftrnni<' 
PV.rvoill:ince of Kin]; tHkinR 
pl-ire only wiVUe he; was at- r 
torney general. 

"If rlark didn't VwnW nbouf 
the Ktii£ stuff, he was 1h<- 
nnU- one in the .|iislirr Builil- 
fhaf didii'f," »>i eniployB 
(liiriiiC tlie Johnson Rduilntv 
tralion hnfd tVeilm 'j.d .n . 
|Thp FBfs tHppSnR and bUR- 
ginc of Kinc ended, the Free 
rre.sfl Ir.Tined, durinjj the 
lihef period helvtoen Ihp lime 
Katzcrbni h left and Clark be- 
c^nio Rtloincy peueral. 

It was disconliniied. along 
witli olhrr ,<;urvrill.-in<-efi, dur- 
Inc the KennedyHoovor fra- 
cas in infiB and yas not rein- 
."iUlerf after Clark became ft- 
tjmey general. ,i 

IN AN t'Nl^Sl Al- cminter- 
^llarh. the FBI lair Wednes- 
day issued i-fipii'.s of a iriii^r to 
newspaper i-oluumist Cart T.j 
Rowan. Rowan wrote Sunday 
that t!ie wireliippine of KinK 
was iileg.iJ .ind vinMeA prpR-- 
irlonlia] rr st i icti ons U l^ l tini" 
iipd rli^:Ul~!niC*^iViriTri r.fT to, 
national sfi'iirily itivcstipa- 

Iinns. He (-allod for Hoover's 
rsigpia! i'>'>. 
1 As.<50ciate FRI director 
l:iv(ie A. Tolson rullf^J no- 



1 
I 



Would noCToiriiv/tt up, A : 
■ jE^n a week lalerj^ 





etiii in effect. 



"■Mil's !-!>t!!!ii!) nu'.li' ioiss nnd 

scinl'il'iUJ*. 

'l'r>tM(in iit>.f> laitl tor (he fii'<t 
lime olliriiitly th.il lh<' Kii"H 
uiri-liip n:""^ aiithi>rf7.<'d hi, 
writinc b,v Knixrl Knninly 
whilp he wa« attorney coii- 
f r«l. 

¥m\r vrars a^o, highly 
Iplaced FBI agf^nts were in- 
'•iting congressmen and news- 
men to hear "the Martin 
lAither King tapes" apparent- ; 

I y in an eftori. to back up 3. 
vdgar HoovefJt »la lenient, 
ilhat King_a»*"^e most !»• 
torioua liar to the cQuntCJ^ — 



The recordinpa 
dPslinp pictures were .supi^s- 
to sliow the ininsoralay of 
the Biiptist prcaclier dunnp: 
his civil rlRhts crusades 
around the country. 
I. AllhoUi;h the .nvitalions in- 
Uerred that the FBI had made 
; the tapes, they were actu- 
ally reeorried by various po- 
jJice apenciea and thrn 
tharcd with the FBI. 
1 The FBI had It.-; own bugs 
'and wiretaps on Kins at the 
Lme time, but these were 
sumnjarued l",^^"''" — 
[d.liiy and then nietapCS W'S'j 

'erased. 

i KATZKMJAt ll. now work- 
\ InK as an executive for IBM 
i in New York, refused to com- 
ment tm the KinR case Wed- 
nesday, hut he did nearly d«- 
line Jil.«tlcP Department policy 
on electronic surveilialtce un- 
der Kenneriv. 

■VVhen Kennedy was altoniay 
jrcperal, KatTienbach said, fie 
would his approval ior 

I he FBI to hiiR or wiretap an 
'ndividual. but had no follow- 
up. 

"I'm the one that rhanged 
th;il," Kafitenbarh Raid."! 
Knew at any one time what 
«as goiiic on. Hefore that, 
.ii'.cp It wa« approvetl, It ja" 
Ue»l on c"'i'K- H could bp tak- 
off and vou woiddn't know 
il. U was an Melinite ap- 
proval." ' 

Under Katzcnhach and 
Clark, the allorney general 
w«.s pi yen a list every three 
'months of those then under 
suivciilanee. ^ 

.■nii|;re,-<smeii and newsmen to 
l,^.-,r til pes of Kind's cOnv(«^ 
viiUons. Kul/.enbnch .■^aid, "1 ve 
l,(.;ud the same Hiiiips you ve 
hrard. but I had no first-hand 
knowledge of il. . . , , J.^ 

"1 really don't thmU ' ,k, 
comment any further because 
this is still before the courtf. 
:if^ very hard to make a 
• comment on a mat ter hke tW a 
without aayins ever ^j - iwa . Jwt: 
oiighl to be said." _ 
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F.B.I. Says Kennedy 
Approved Wiretap 

On Dr, King's Phom 



WASHINGTON, June 17 (AP) 
[—The Federal Bureau of Inves- 
l^igation attacked as "scurri- 
lous" today a report that its 
director, J. Edgar Hoover, had 
acted on his own in wiretap 
ping the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

The wiretap "was specifical 
ly approved in advance in writ 
ihg" by the AttfKney General, 
the late Robert F. Kennedy, the 
J:.B.I. said. 

The bureau released the text 
of a letter written by Clyde A 
Tolson, associate director, to 
Carl T. Rowan, the columnist. 
|who denounced Mr. Hoover on 
(Sunday and called for the di 
rector's resignation. 
The letter said: 
"My attention has been called 
to the malicious article which 
you wrote in The Washington 
,Sunday Star on June. 15, .1969. 
Jconcerning Mr. J. Edgar Hoo- 
tv pr. direr ^o r of the F.B.L 
1 "For your information, the 



wiretap on Martin Luther Ki ng 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of the United 
States, Mr, Robert F. Kennedy. 
This device was strictly in the 
field of internal security and, 
therefore, was within the pro- 
visions laid down by the then- 
President of the United States.: 
"It is to be hoped that you. 
will give the same publicity to| 
this letter as was given to your 
scurrilous editorial." 

The tact that the Govern- 
ment wiretapped the assassi- 
nated civil ri£hls leader's phone 
wa.s confirmed two weeks ago 
during hearings in Houston, on 
whether the conviction of Cas- 
sius Clay, the former heavy- 
weight boxing champion, was 
tainted by illegally obtained evi- 
dence. Clay is appealing a sen- 
tence for refusing induction 
into the armed forces, 
k The Justice Department, at 
(that time, said that Clay at no 
time had been the target of a 
Government wiretap. But a 
spokesman said some of his 
conversations were overheard 
during other wiretapp ing op er- 
ations. ■ 
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IFBI Official Asserts RFK Approved 
Wiretapping of Dr. King's Telephone 




,i..<.-.ii 
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United Prfss InlerntiJinTinl 

A lop aide to J. Edcar Hoo- 
^o^ said yestrtday the FBI's 
wirclap on the tclpphonc of 
ll'rtRcv. Dr, Martin Luthi?r 
Kmg_ir. haa-Betn''aulTi6ri7.ed 
in writinc by Robert F. Ken-, 
ncdy when he was Atlorncyi 
' General. i 
Clyde A. Tolson, Associate ' 
i^rBI Dirrctor, made the asscr-' 
lion in disputing a charge that' 
TE-*- the wirclap violatrd legal and' 
H, .presidenlial restric tions which 
Jlimited FBI wiretaps to pcr- 
sons approved by the Attorney 
iS*" General and invi.lvine only 
"national security" investiga- 
tions. 

Tolson said the King wire- 
tap met both requirements. 

His statement was made in a 
letter to newspaper columniFt ' 
pari T. R owan, who.inacol-: 
lunn published Sunday ln*'iiil' 

'Sunday Star cited the '«i!"g -;. 
I ferjjjinjr^of King's pTione in I 
Icontendins that Hoover 
should be removed from of- 
fice. 

"For your Information," 
Tolson wrote, "the wiretap on 
Martin J^uther King Jr. was 
specifically approved in ad- 
vance in writing by the late 
Attorney General of the 
United States. Mr. Robert F. 
Kennedy This device was 
strictly in the field of internal 
■ security and, therefore, was 
'within fhe provisions laid 
down bv the then President of 
Ct'- the United States." 

I The disclosure that the FBI j 
had tapped Mr. Kind's Phone , 
came this month in Houston all 
a court hearing into the! 
i charge by former hea vyweight^ 
" CuAiiiB ciftampion Casstustfay 



tJiat bis conviction for refi*"., 
i rfu tu ut ! ' drafted was Ouiairiiiir' 
on evidence illegally gained 
by wiretapping. 

\ FBI aef""' Robert Nichols 
testified that he had super- 
vised the installation of a tap 
on Mr. King's home phone to 
Atlanta. 

Kennedy served as Attorney 
General from 1961 to Septem- 
ber, 1964, wl^n Nicholas DeB. 
Katzenbach succeeded him. 
I^tzenb^h was succee ded in 
n hy Hamscy Clark. 

AUG! I 




1 , Katzpnh ach. contact ed > 
terday in New York:, wnere ne 
lis general counsel and vice 
' president of International 
Business Machines Corp., said 
about King's phone: "I had 
knowledge (about) whether it 
was or was not tapped." 



He would not comment fur- 
ther or clarify bfs statement 
except to say, "I obviously 
can't talk about it. 1 don't 
think U should be discussed 

I by me. by the Justice Depart- 
ment or by anyone." 

Clark said that as Attorney 
General he bad required the 
IFBI to furnish him with a list 
every three months of the 
names of persons whose 
phones were being tapped. 
Clark said Mr. King'« name 
had never been on the list. 

Nichols' testimony indicated 
the King wiretap had contin- 
ued until his assassination in 
Memphis April 4, 1S68, when 
Clark was Attorney General. 

Clark, contacted at his Vir- 
ginia home, insisted he had no 
knowledge 'Of any wiretap in 
volving Mr.' King. The former 
■Attorney General said, "No 
wiretap or electronic surveill- 
ence was autuorizsd on Dr. 
King while I was Attorney 
General." \ 
Because of his order for a; 
report every three months,- 
Clark said he would have \ 
known about a King wiretap. 
He added, in an interview de- , 
nying that he had authorized aj 
wiretap, that "the implication 
that people thought Dr. King 
was a security threat is outra-j 

— t ' 
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FBFs lapping 
of King phones I • 



\ The FBI has a lo: nmio i>xpl,iiniii5 to do .ibout ils motives 
; for spyini; on the Into Dr. Martin Luther King. 

It has pubUdy (ic-iribrd ris "niaiicious" a column written 

by Carl Rowan that criticized the tapping of Dr. King's 

phonps. 

Clj'de Tolsnn, as>ooi;ite FBI director, says the wiretapping 
was done for "national security" reasons, with the approval 
o£ the late Robert Kennedy, then attorney general. 

That doesn't come even close to telling it. 

I ONE THING IT DOESN'T EXPLAIN', is the following inci- 

I dent: 

About four years ago, an ex-FBI agent I knew asked me to 
join him for a roLiiid of golf. 

i After the ro-aci. we sat in the clubhouse chatting. He 
•orked the conversation around "to Dr. King. 
He told me the FBI had been using a variety of electronic 
, avesdroppins rievices on Dr. King. Besides tapping his 
phone, they had planted listening devices in hotel rooms he 
used while traveling. 
The result, he said, was a very thick file on Dr. King. 
He gave me some pxamples. 

They were very personal things. They were things I'm 
sure Dr. Kinp would not want anyone else to know about. If 
you bugped almost anyone's bedroom long enough, you 
would hear things that person didn't want anyone else to 
know about. 

i BUT NONE OF THE TH1NG.S this ex-FBI afient told me 
reflected in any way on Dr. King's loyalty, his Americanism, 
or seemed to be remotely related to national security. 

Nor did ihcy itiirci on his role as a leader in the civil 
riphts crusade, a winner of the Nobcl Peace Prize, or a 
fipiire of historif inipoi tanci^. 

I askod the ex Mil apiMit if his information was merely 
gossip or if he was sure about it. 

He said he Ivid Vjsiti-d .1. Kilpar HooviT in Washington and 
had been briefed on the contents of the King file. • 

It was not uncommon, he said, tor trusted cx-agents to be 
let in on such things. 

Obviously. I was supposed to be shocked by the things he 
told mc. And I was. But not for the reasons he assumed. 

The shocking pan of it was that he was actually sitting 
there telling me such things. ' ^ 

ipiey were none of my business, aiwi they were none of his 
buiiness. They were nobody's business but Dr. King's. \ 

^'v,Al\mMiN OLD l\iQlh^lNGING, on a level with th|> 
IS^es? scantol m.'5gnitrnrs'if!iw1ransom-pcokinc publicalion.s. 
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There Was no doubt in my mind then, and none now, that 
,t V;is bc;np leaked to rnfrtor the purpose of discrediting Dri" 

K np. .. ■ 

The same type o( ihinq. 1 tia\c since learned, occurred ir, 
o'iier cities, with other newsmen, 1- 
And it doesn't take much rnusiiir.tion (o fipure out why. 
Dv. Kins nnd Hoover hnd nipn.pod in s furious public Quar- 
rel. Hoover, quite clearly, did nol like Dv. King, 

That's why I sugjiest tlie FBI husn't given an adequate ex- " 
pbnation. 

If the wirelappins ^^''s beins done for national security, I 
presume that it should have been kept a big secret. 

Secret? How much of n secret was it if a newspaper col- 
umni.st in Chicago knew of the cave.sdropp^nR? Or if a for- 
mer aRcnt — a private citizen — could taU<; about it? 

(For the record, the ex-ascnt was not a two-bit gumshoe 
piven to fliphts of fancy- He was then a welt known and 
highly respected investigator. He is today a famous and 
powerful man.) 

AND IS THE Pt'KPOSE OF SUCH official eavesdropping 
to pathcr spite material, transom-peekjng tidbits that will be 
whispered in the ears of opinion-makers? 

That, of course, is the greatest danger from Big Brother 
and his hi^ car. 

f that's what Dr. Kirr's file was u.sed for, then I'll gladly, 
se ond Rowan's suf;ge.<ttion that Hoover he replaced. j 

The scandal-sheet busir^ss should be left to private indu^ 
tii. i' 
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Wiretaps IJo Not Frigiiten 
Folk With Notliiiig To Hide 



WIKKTAPS arc in the news 

again. This lime, editorial eyebrows 
were raised liigh in shock and sur- 

j prise over the report that the Fed- 

jeral Bureau of Investigation had 
tapped the phones of the late Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

As has become customary, the 
ultra-liberals expressed horror and 
immediately called (again) for the 

I resignation of J. Edgar Hoover, the 

IFBI director. 
, But last week a top official of 

jtl^.e FBI said that the official wire- 
tiipping of Dr.. King's phones had 
bpen done with the advance approv- 
al of the late Attorney General 
Robert F. Kennedy. 

CLYDE A. TOLSOi\, -the bu- 
reau's associate director, defended 
the much - criticized tapping of 
Kings phones in a letter addressed 
to Carl T. Rowan, a columnist for 
The Washington Sar, who attacked 

1 Hoover in an article in that 
newspaper last Sunday. 

""For your information," Tolson 
■wrote to the columnist, "the wire- 
tap on Martin Luther King, Jr., 
was specifically approved in ad- 
vance iii writing by the late attorney 
general ot the United States, Mr. 
Robert F. Kennedy." 

I Rowan had accused Hoover oi 
"abuse of and contempt for the 
law" in tapping the King phones. 
But Tolson said the monitoring was 
done "strictly in the field of inter- 
nal security, and, therefore, was 
within the provision laid down by 
the then I'resident of the United 



WE HAVK NKVEIl understood 

why the business of electronic 
eavesdropping — by whatever 
method — has always caused the 
ultra-liberal crew such agony. It is 
not necessarily a reflection on the 
person directly involved, since ti.c 
investigators' interest may be in 
other persons who call in to the 
tapped phone and may • even be 
done to protect the reputation or 
the very life of the person directlv 
involved. 

It was evidence gathered by wirp 
tapping in the income tax case of 
Robert G. (Bobby) Baker, the pro- 
tege of former President Johnson, 
that "broke" the case. It was or- 
dered by former Attorney General 
Kennedy — the story at the time 
being that Kennedy was seeking in- 
formation that would persuade his 
brother. President Kennedy, to drop 
Johnson as his running mate in 
1964. 



MANY PEOPLE ASK to have 
taps put on their phones in order 
to trace cranks, blackmailers and 
mouthers of obscenities. 

Citizens with nothing to hide 
generally raise no furious objection 
to the use of electronic eavesdrop- 
ping aids, alUiough of course no- 
body likes to have his privacy in- 
vaded. It is the captains and lieu- 
tenants of the criminal underworld, 
along with the saboteurs and the 
international plotters who princi- 
pally object to methods which they 



•*s^*-isremselves use freely. 
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IFBI Says Kennedy 
OKd King Wiretap 



\ L\' By LYLbjJENNISTON 

I A top official of the FBI has 
claimed thai official wiretapping 
on Dr. Martin Luther . King Jr. . 
had the advance approval of the: 
late Atty. Gen. Koben F. Ken-, 
nedy. i 

Clyde A. Tolson, the bureau's 
associate director, defended the 
legality of, the much-criticized; 
tapping of King's phone in a 
letter dated Monday. 

The letter was sent to Carl T. 
Rowan, a columnist for The 
Star, and was intended as an' 
answer to an article Rowan 
wrote for la.st Sunday's edition, 
attacking FBI Director J, Edpar 
Hoover for the electronic spying 
on King. A copy of the letter; 
was sent to the editor of The 
Star. 

"For your information," Tol- 
son wrote to the columnist, "the 
wiretap on Martin Luther King 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance in writing by the late 
attorney general of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.", 

First Revealed in Houston 

Tolson added that the monitor- 
ing device "was strictly in the 
field of internal security, and, 
before, U'ss witlii.'! the provi- 
sion laid down by the then Presi- 
dent of the United States." | 
Rowan, reached by telephone | 
in Little Rock, Ark., comment- 
ed: "I find Mr. ToJson's revela- 
tion interesting, and I have sub- 
mitted to him additional ques- 
tions seeking information to 
which I think the American pub- 
lic is entitled, look forward to 
his reply." 

The first official revciatiGri 
.that King had been the subject 
pf FBI wiretapping came earli 
er this month in a federal court 
hearing in Houston. 

Robert Nichols, a special 
agent in the FBI office in Atlan- 
ta, testified that he bad super- 
vised a device attached to the 
t< lephone lines at King's home 
there. 

The wiretap apparently was 
• ■« - ■• - 
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inslalled sometime in 19G4, and 
fllcrV nate been indicatiuits 'uii 



the wiretapping continued for 
some time after that, perhaps 
until shortly before King's assas 
sination April 4, 19G8. Kennedy 
[was attorney general from Janu- 
lary 1961 until Sept 3, 1964, 
i K the wiretapping had the spc- 
icific approval of the attorney 
' general, asd if it was u^cd as 
part of a "national security" in- 
vestigation, it apparently was 
not operated in violation of lei>al 
restrictions in effect at the time. 

Tolson's letter seemed clearly 
designed to show that both as- 
nects of legality had been met 
by the FBI. His letter was 
prompted by comments by thn 
columnist that Hoover had benn 
flouting the law by permitfing 
the wiretap on King's phone. Ro 
Iwan directly accused Hoover of 
abuse of contempt for the 
law." 

Branding this a "malicious" 
and "scurrilous" article, Tolson 
invited Rowan to give his an^ 
wer wide publicity. 
I The FBI's new defense of it- 
self seemed likely to start a new 
round of public dispute over the 
official responsibility for the use 
of electronic listening de'^jaes. 
f 'lnrLe Vears ago. Hoover and 
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Rj)bcrt K ennedy, then a U.S. 
sehaWi* rrom New Yotl t. ffciticu ' 
public charges that each otlier 
was responsible for approval of 
the use of hidden microphones, 
as opposed to direct wiretap, for 
investigation. 

At that time, the late senator 
made public a letter to him dat- 
ed Feb. 17, 1%6, from Courtney 
A. Evans, who had been assist- 
|[int FBI director while Kennedy 
was attorney general. 

While Kennedy relied on that 
letter to help him make the 
point that the use of hidden' 
microphones was not Kennedy's 
responsibility, the letter did car- 
ry a paragraph which suggests 
that Kennedy had been involved 
directly in approving the use of 
wiretaps. 

The paragraph read: "On Jan. 
10, 19G1, while you were attorney 
general designate, a memoran- 
dum was delivered to you fur- 
nishing a summary on the use 
\)l wiretapping by the FBI in 
serious national security cases. 
Thereafter, individual requests 
in these serious national security 
'cases for wiretap authorization 
Iwere sent to you by the FBI 
for approval. These were the 
only wiretap authorization which 
were ever submitted to you." 

Evans, now a Washington law- 
yer, said last night that he sim- 
ply had no recollection about 
whether a wiretap authorization 
directed at King had ever been 
involved in his discussion with 
Kennedy. 

If ttie King wiretap was in- 
stalled any time during 1964, 
and if it did have approval by 
the attorney general, that could 
have come only from Kennedy 
or his successor, Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach. 
Katzenbach, reached by telc- 



p[I(in5 111 Ai'monk, N.Y.rdecHned 
to comment on Tolson's asser- 
tion. He noted that the King 
wiretap is presently involved "in 
, litigation"— a reference to the 
Houston case, which is a draft 
evasion prosecution of former 
heavyweight boxing champion 
Cassius Clay. 

Aides to Kennedy suggested 
last night that, during 1964, the 
period after the assassination of 
his brother, President John F. 
Kennedy, the attorney general's 
interest in some of his official 
affairs flagged. 

I At the time, Katzenbach, was 
Kennedy deputy at the Justice 
Department 

A later attorney general 
Ramsey Clark, has told report- 
ers that he personally had never 
given approval for wiretapping 
on King. Clark also has said he 
Required the FBI to tell him ev- 
ery three months the names of 
people being monitored electron- 
ically and that King's name was 
never reported to him in that 
category. 

If the wiretapping bad contin- 
ued until shortly before King's 
death, it would have been in 
operation during Clark's leader- 
ship of the department. 
. Tolson's letter to Rowan, while 
saying that the wiretap on King 
had been "specifically author- 
ized" by Kennedy, did not say 
directly that King himself was 
the subject under investigation. 

In addition, Tolson did not in- 
clude with his letter a copy of 
the specific document uimn 
which the claim of authorization 
apparently was based. 

Testimony at the Houston 
hearing appeared to indicate 
that King himself was the sub- 
ject of the investigation, and 
that this was the reason that his 



teiepiione had been tappecT ior 
long periods of time. 
I A Justice Department spokes- 
man, asked whether there was 
any document to support the 
claim in Tolson's letter, declined 
a direct answer last night. How- 
ever, tbe.spokesman referred to 
a statement issued by the de- 
partment earlier this month 
phich had said that Hoover was 
"accurate in every respect" 
when he had repeatedly told 
Congress all wiretaps had been 
authorized in advance and in 
writing by the attorney general 
in office at the time the tapping 
was proposed. 

The spokesman thus appeared 
to be implying that Tolson's let- 
ter also was an accurate de- 
scription of authorizattt m. 
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vA3!-;iNGrcr:--A tcp Ain tc j. ibga?. Koove?? said today ti-t fei's 
:VIrh:tap c;-: iv^r. izizrvc::! or r'AuTin .lutiiek' kin^g ji^. had 'irj-) 

AUTrC?I7£D IN V^ITIMG PY P.C3ERT F, K^NrilDY AS ATTORr'EY GENERAL. 

CLYDE A. TOLSCr;, ASSCCIATE F.'-J DIPECTOD, t-ADE THE ASSERTICI'' 
IN DISPUTir^G A CHARGE THAT THE VIRETAF VICLATZD LEGAL AMD PRESIDENT 
RESTRICTIONS VHICl? LInlTED FSI VIRETAFS TO PERSONS AFPRCVED 3Y 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AWD INVOLVING CMLY "NATIOtlAL SECURITY" 
INVESTIGATIChS. 

TOLSON SAID V.\Z KING VIRETAP MET POTH REQUIREMENTS. 

HIS STAT£i-:Ei:T VAS NADE IN A LETTER TO NEWSPAPER COLUMNIST 
CARL T. ROUAr-?, VHO IN A COLUf-": PUBLISHED SUMDAY Ul THE VASHINGTCM 
STAR CITED THE FIRETAPPIIIG CF KING'S PHONE IN CONTENDING THAT 
HOOVER SHOULD RE RET'CVED FRCK OFFICE. 

TCL.^O'.' CALL'^P FOVAr-'S COLUiv! "HAL ICI CUS" AN'D "SCURRILOUS." 
HIS LETTE'^ VAS DISTRIBUTED TC r^E^'S AGENCIES ::Y THE F:'I . 

"-r- v; 'iR - \\-7ic\" TCLsc" ^"-ct:. "the v"i~etap c*; : arti": 
LUTi'E' "J": "''5: :•; ■ .:' v. ■,!:';.•■: 

[.y ;• ■• ' i; - m' .i rT/'.:p, : eft 

AS ft; ICTLY IP the FIFLP C"^ jPTEPNAL 
PPESIPFHT CF T: E UPITEF 
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i Ti;E DlSCLOSUni; THAT THE FBI HAD TAPPED KING'S PHONZ CAhE THIS 
'KONTH IN KCUStON AT A COURT HEARING INTO THE CHARGE BY FORI'IER 

HEAVYVEIGHT BOXING CHAt-;PlCN CASSIUS CLAY THAT HIS CONVICTION 

FOP REFUSING .10 DE DRAFTED V'AS OBTAINED ON EVIDENCE ILLEGALLY 

GAINED BY v; IRE TAPPING, 

FBI AGENT ROBERT NICHOLS TESTIFIED THAT HE HAD SUPERVISED 

THE INSTALLATION OF A TAP ON KING'S HONE PHONE IN ATLANTA, 
KENNEDY SERVED AS ATTORNEY GENERAL FROM 1S'61 TO SEPTEMBER. 

\96U. VHEN NICHOLAS DEB. KATZEN.^ACH SUCCEEDED HIM. KATZENBACH 

VAS SUCCEEDED IN 1S67 BY RAHSEY CLARK, 

1 KAT7.ENRACH, CONTACTED WEDNESDAY IN NEV YORK, VHERE HE IS 
GENERAL COUNSEL AND VICE PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
MACHINES CORP., SAID ABOUT KING'S PHONE: "i HAD KNOVJLEDGE (AcOUT) 
VJHETJIER IT VAS OR VAS NOT TAPPED." 

HE VOULD K'OT COMMENT FURTHER OR CLARIFY HIS STATEMENT EXCEPT 
TO SAY, "I OBVIOUSLY CAN'T TALK ABOUT IT. I DON'T THINK IT 
SHOULD EE DISCUSSED BY ME, BY THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT OR BY 
A^)YONE 

CLARK SAID THAT AS ATTORNEY GENERAL HE HAD REQUIRED 
THE FBI TO FURNISH HIN VJITH A LIST EVERY THREE MONTHS OF THE 
NAMES OF PERSONS VHOSE PHONES VERE BEING TAPPED. CLARK SAID 
KING'S NAf^ HAD NEVER BEEN ON THE LIST. 

NICHOLS' TESTIK'ONY INDICATED THE KING VIRETAP FAD CONTINUED 
UNTIL HIS ASSASSINATION IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL A, 196E VHEN CLARK 
WAS ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

\ CLARK, CONTACTED AT HIS VIRGINIA HOr-^, INSISTED HE HAD NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF ANY VIRETAP INVOLVING KING, THE FORMER ATTORNEY 
GENERAL SAID, "NO VIRETAP OR ELECTRONIC SURVEILLENCE WAS 
AUTHORIZED ON DR. KING VKILE I VAS ATTORNEY GENERAL." 

CLARK SAID THAT IT HAD BEEN THE CUSTOM OF THE FBI TO ASK A NEV 
ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR VIRETAP APPROVAL IF A NEV NEED FOR SUCH 
ACTION AROSE. ORDINARILY, HE SAID, A NEW ATTORNEY GENERAL WOULD 
NOT BE INFORMED OF VIRETAP OPERATIONS THAT HAD BEEN AUTHORIZED 
BEFORE HE TOOK OFFICE. 

BUT BECAUSE OF HIS ORDER FOR A THREE-MONTH REPORT, CLARK 
'"SAID HE VOULD HAVE KNOVN ABOUT A KING VIRETAP, 
\ CONCEDED THAT UNTIL IT IS MADE KNOVN EXACTLY WHEN THE 

•wiretap of the KING HOME ENDED "EVERYONE IS PLAYING GAMES." 

THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT VOULD NOT REVEAL VHEN THE VIRETAP VAS 
I ENDED. 

ROVAN, IN HIS COLUf'N, ASSERTED THAT "DR. KING'S PHONES WERE 
TAPPED, HIS HOTEL ROOMS PUGGED AND I'E VAS PERSONNALLY SHADOWED 
RIGHT IIP TO THE TIME HE VAS SLAIN." 

HE SAID THAT THE VIPETAP VIOLATCD FEDERAL LAV AND THE 
RESTRICTIONS ORDERED ;Y PRESIDENT LYNDON D. JOHNSON. HE ALSO 
CHARGED THAT FBI OFFICIALS GAVE "TIDBITS" OF INFORMATION 
ABOUT KING FROM THE VIRETAPPING TO SOUTHERN CONGRESSMEN WHO 

opposed him and that "certain fbi officials vere roaming the 
.country leaking to newspaper editors poisonous stories about 
dr. king and vhat the puggings allegedly had revealed." 

f in an interviev denying that he had authorized such a 
viretap. clapk said, "the implication that people thought dr. 

Iking vas a security threat is outrageous." 

the justice department declined wednesday tc comment on tolscn's 

LETTER EXCEPT TO POINT TO A STATEMENT IT ISSUED EARLIER 
THIS MONTH. THAT STATEMENT DESCRIBED AS "ACCURATE IN EVERY RESPECT" 
CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY BY HOOVER IN 1S65 THAT NO WIRETAPS ; 
VERE UNDERTAKEN WITHOUT THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL'S WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION. 
6/lE--EGtDPitPED 
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iF6i Claims Kennedy OKd 
Tappmg of Dr. King's Phone 



By LYLE DENNISTON 

SWr SUtf Writer | 

A top official of the FBI has : 
'claimed that official wiretapping, 
on Dr. Martin Luther "King Jr. j 
had the advance approval of the 
late Atly. G«n. Robert F. Ken-i 
nedy, | 
Clyde A. Tolson, the bureau's: 
associate director, defended the' 
legality of the roucli-critieized 
tapping of King's phone in a 
letter dated Monday. 

The letter was sent to Carl T. 
Rowan, a columnist for Thej 
Star, and was intended as an 
answer to an article Rowan 
wrote for last Sunday's edltloo, 

tttacking FBI Director J. Edgar 
nioover for the electronic spying 
on King. A copy ol the letter, 
was sent to the editor of The] 
Star. j 
"For your information," To^ 
son wrote to the columnist, "the 
wiretap on Martin Luther King 
Jr. was specifically approved in 
advance m writing by theiate 
attorney general of the United 
States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy."; 

First Revealed in Houston ' 

Tolson added that the monitor- 
ing device "was strictly in the, 
field of internal security, zxAt 
therefore, was within the provi-i 
sion laid down by the then Presi-i 
dent of the United SUtes." ! 

The first public revelation that; 
King had been the subject of, 
FBI wiretapping came earlier | 
this month in & federal court i 
hearing in Houstonn | 
Robert Nichols, a special | 
Sigent in the FBI office in Atiao-.' 
ta, testified that he had super- 
vised a device attached to the 
telephone lines at King's home 
there. 

The wiretap apparently wbS| 
installed sometime in t9U4, uttd 
there have bo^n indicaLions *.hot ' 
llie wiretapping continupd for 
some time after that, perhaps 
until shortly before King's assas- 
sination April 4, 1968. Kennedy 
was attorney general from Janih 
ary 1961 until Sept. 3, 196^- 
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I If the wiretapping had ihospe- 
'cific approval of the attorney 
general, and if it was usd as 
part of a "national security" in- 
vestigation, it apparently was 
not operated in violation of legal 
restrictions in effect at the time. 

I Rowan Blasts Hoover 

■ Tolson's letter seemed clearly 
designed to show that both as- 
pects of legality had been met 
(jy the FBI. His letter was 
prompted by comments by the 
fcolumnist that Hoover had been 
flouting the law by permitting 
the wiretap on King's phone. Ro- 
wan directly accused Hoover of 
"abuse of contempt for the 
law." 

I Branding this a "malicious" 
and "scurrilous" article, Tolson 
j invited Rowan to give his an- 
Iswer wide publicity. 

I The FBI's new defense ofit- 
I self seemed likely to start a new 
round of' public dispute over the 
official responsibility for the use 
of electronic listening devices. 
I Three years ago, Hoover awl 
Robert Kennedy, then a U.S. 
senator from New Y<n^(, traded 
public charges that each other 
was responsible for approval of 
the use of hidden microphones, 
as opposed to direct wiretap, for 
bmsngsUon. « — ^— — ' 




Sullivan 



Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy 




The Washington Post 
Times Herald 



The Washington Daily News _ 

The Evening Star (Washington) ^cll. 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News tNew York) 

Sunday News (Nevf York) 

New York Post 



The New York Times . 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 



The Wall Street Joumti 
The National Observer _ 
People's World 



Eixaminer (Washington) . 



Drill' 



JllN 1 S 1969 



Not REcoRDgy 

^ 191 Aub 25 i J59 




, Kennedy Released Letter 

At that time, the late senator 
made public a letter to him dat- 
ed Feb. 17, 1966, from Courtney 

,A. Evans, who had been assist- 

jbnt FBI director while Kennedy 
i iwas attorney general. 
' I While Kennedy relied on that 

: letter to help him make the 
point Qiat the use of. bidden 
microphones was not Kennedy's 
responsibility, the letter did car- 
ry a paragraph which suggests 
tiiat Kennedy had been involved 
directly in approving the use of 

wiretaps. 

The paragraph read: "On Jan. 
10, 1961, whiie you were attorney 
general designate, a memoran- 
dum was delivered to you fur- 
nishing a summary on {he use 

ml wiretapping by the FBI in 
serious national security cases. 
Thereafter, individual requests 
in these serious national security 
Cases for wiretap authorization 

■were sent to you by the FBI 
for approval. These were the 
only wiretap authorization which 
were ever submitted to you." 

Evans, now a Washington law- 
yer, said last night that he sim- 
ply had no recoDection about 
whether a wiretap authorization 
directed at King had ever been 
involved in his discussion with 
Kennedy. 

Interest Said to Flag 

If the King wiretap was in- 
stalled any time during 1964, 
and if it did have approval by 
the attorney general, that could 
have come only from Kennedy 
or his successor, Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach. 

Katzenbach could not be 



reached immediately for^wn-J 

Aides to Kennedy suggested 
last night that, during 1964, the 
period after the assassination of 
his brother. President John P. 
Kennedy, the attorney general's 
interest in some of his official 
affairs flagged. 

At the time, Katzenbach, was 
Kennedy deputy at the Justice 
bepartinenL 

A later attorney general, 
Ramsey Clark, has told report- 
ers that he personally had never 
given ai^roval for wiretapping 
on King. Clark also has said he 
required the FBI to tell him ev- 
lery three months the names of 
people being monitored electron- 
icaUy and that King's name was 
pgver reep rted to hi m in that 
ciiKgory, * ^ *■ *• 



No Do cument Included 

** *. r* ^ — • ^ 

If the wiretapping had contin- 
ued until shortly before King's 
death, it would have been in 
j operation during Clark's leader- 
ship of the department. 

Tolson's letter to Rowan, while 
saying that the wiretap on King 
had been" specifically author- 
ized" by Kennedy, did not say 
I directly that King himself was 
' the subject under investigation. 
In addition, Tolson did not in- 
clude with his letter a copy of 
the specific document upon 
which the claim of authorization 
apparently was based. 

Testimony at the Houston 
hearing appeared to indicate 
that King himself was the sub- 
ject of the investigation, and 
that this was the reason that his 
telephone had been tapped for' 
long periods of time. | 
I A Justice Department spokes- 
man, asked whether there was] 
any document to support the 
claim in Tolson's letter, declined 
a direct answer last night. How- 
ever, the spokesman referred to 
a statement issued by the de- 
partment earlier this month 
^'hich had said that Hoover was 
"accurate in every respect" 
when he had repeatedly told 
Congress all wiretaps had been 
authorized in advance and in 
writing by the attorney general 
in office at the time the tapping 
was proposed. 

The spokesman thus appeared 
to be implying that Tolson's let- 
ter also was an accurate de- 
scription of authorization. 
*■ " - " — 



King to Communist 



;ott 

WASHINGTON -Public uir- 
jiiif of Ihc FBI's rccordiiiiis of 
privjlc convcfsations Dr. Mar- . 
tiiiLuihcf Kingcoiiducicd with 
hi^i f'f^'^'cst advisers could po a 
lonii way lowLird chiitiiiintt the 
image oflhc slain civil righls 
leader. 

Summaries of Jlic record- 
ins>-. revealed to menilicrs of 
a House Appropriation Sub- 
committee, headed by Uep. 
John J. Kooncj ( O. X.'N .), 
clearh indicate that Kin-^ «as 
in direct contact with one oflUe 
most iitflucntiat conmiunists in 
.the L)»S. 

With leads obtained from 

the FBI was able to confirm 
hal this Kremlin agent, whose 
influence extended into the 
highest ranks of the Commun- 
ist Party, USA. was one of 
Ring's ghost writers and chief 
advisers^on protest strategy: ■ ' 



tn addition to the evidence, 
gained from the King record- 
lings, the FBI succceucd in lak- , 
ing several photographs of the" 
civil rights leader meeting with 
ihis covert Communist opera- 
tor at one of ihc major U.S. > 
airports. 

Photos of Meetings 

Kinj;. «ho^c assassination in ; 
Memphis in April, 1968, is still 
carried as an "open imcstiRa- . 
It ion" hy Ihe FBI, was first put 
undi-r t»u'ru«Ki»l sur^eilliincc 
in l''<'l wliiii (lie late Robert 
Kennedy »;is Attorney (ienerul. ■ 
Although Kennedy, JifJcr . 

I leaving the Justice Depart-, 
mcnt, denied imy knowledge of 
jKing's surveillance, l-BI and 
Uusiicc Department records ' 
show he authorized ihc inquiry 
during a conference attended j 

(by FBI Director J. Edgar , 
Hoover, then Deputy Aj^ grncy^ 
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Cencrul Nicholas de l^alien-^ 
bach, and another high-rank- 
|ing FBI aide. 

AnothcrSLCurity Case 
The surveillance of King, 
now under Tire by scvcrut large 
East Coiist newspapers, has the 
outgrowth of information ibat 

tihe FBI aecuts obtained dur- 
incs its ir\esiigation of another ■ 
national security cast:- 

When King's name was 
mentioned several times by one 
of the persons und^^r surveill- 
ance in the case, it v>as decided 
Ibal the civil rights leader 
should be placed under close 
observation. 

I I lie vol ll».|Ull.», "<i'>-" <••'•• 

tinued for several years, inv- 
olved King's trip'» l<> Sweden 
and Fast Cermany as well as 
his preparations to lead the so- 
called "Poor Army Campaign" • 
to disrupt WashinUton. 

These and other still secret 
details of King's activities were 
.revealed by FBI Director J. 
It:,i,...r llnnv.-r 111 members of 
the Rooney subcommittee 
. shortly before the civil rights 
leader was slain. 

Feared D.C. Kiots 
Deeply concerned about 
King's plans to disrupt Wash- 
ington, the legislators h;\li rc--^ 
guested the briefing so ihcy 

would be prepared to blunt his, 
assault on Congress should 
lh:>l bec<iine necess;iry 
, I So alarming was the I'BI's 
I data on King lluil the lawniak 
ers took the extraordinary .step 
of briefing House Speaker 
John McCormack. This infor- 
mation along with other mate- 
Jrial furnished by the FBI 
caused McCormack to mtvkc 
extensive preparations, includ- 
ing the alerting of military 
units, to defend the Capitol 
againsi__King's plans to cause 
miissiyeciisruplion. == 
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^ Tlie lloiiNO OciiKKTiiiiclcnil- 
ers, all slroiif; supjiorlcrs of liic 
l:if^""1*rcsiilciU keiiiu-dy. were 
rcpu(i-ill> siiockoil at ilic {;ut(cr- 
t>p<.* i:iii^u3«L< Kinj: used in 
pritiKO c(f(iu'rs;Ut<)iiN alN>u( the 
laic PrfsiJi'iit. 

I Other rccordiiiiis in iho I'BI 
files dcitll cxicrtsivcly with his 
private iil'c, according lo iho 
ie;: islators, ;iihI showed lh;it 
there were i»o Kings one the 
puhlic knew and ihc oihcr 
known (>i)l) 111 his closest 

|rricnd.s und the HBl. 

Altiioutih no governmeni 

*" > . . '■ ■ ^ 

agency or commission hus 

made u study of King's long- 
range strategy of protest, there 
is enough evidence in the files 
{of the FBI to show that King's 
goal was to create a mass pro- 
test movement. With the 
movement, King and his advis- 
ers hoped lo force a radical 
change in this country's form, 
of government. 

King's leadership was lo 
give ihc over-all movement 
"motion" and an acceptable 
"image" thai would attract 
millions of Negroes, young 
people, the poor, clergy, and 
those disenchanted with the 
Vietnam war. 

llis tactics in chaiigin}; his 
protCNt leadership from one of 
civil rights to anti-war, anti- 
poverty, and anti-<;ovt>riimont 
during the closing days of his 
life were part of this grand 
strategy. 

Nuliojial Iluliday Hrivc 

I Wheilicr most of these I BI 
recordings, since many of them 

uO.il Wiiii iiaiiOiiiil sCCUfiiy CUn- 
j;s Still under invesligalion, will 



"^ever be revealed by the Nixon 
Administration is conjectural. 

Should supporters of Dr. 
King, however, pump new life 
into the stalled drive in Con- 
gress to create a national holi- 
day honoring him, demands 
could become forthcoming 
from uiui-Kiiig iogisiuiors thut 
I |Uoover be called to testify. If 
I that occurs, thc"Martin Lu- 
( iher King tapes" could become 
big news. 

For now, the only public 
. confirmation of the King re- 
cordings comes from Houston 
Federal Judge Joe Ingraham's 
hearing involving the case of 
former heavyweight boxing 
champion Cassius Clay. 

I Testimony by FBI agents in 
the Housttm hearing revealed 
that conversations of King and 
Clay were recorded. 

Both the movement to 
mark King's birthday as a na- 
tional holiday and the Hovjston 
court hearing clearly indicate 
that the final chapter in the 
Martin King story is yet to be 
written. 



r - 



V..- _ 



A ^oci- '. ,\-r .r. ,:.on 
peril VitxA vl. ' . ■• 1^- I<w 
;■'! ;,;;>• in ■' '.m 

i;ic" I'^iW.! *ii ;\' .1 li'u'i'ty. 

Tl'..s s.">.'i.';v ;< in a lut oT 
p.n-a ii r.i;', !.i 'i .iiu tlic 
/.■..bl'.o rc^.icti.i:; — m- . i f it 
— 10 cov.rlroii.n n;ir.r "si<"';ir> oC 
a varic!" of yiil v ire- 

lap,; ai'j.i b: nigs ol j.on'.os 
and ho'iCl roo:; 

cir.l :!c'.inowk'(!',:ci in roi)<!ral 
D;.'<trict Coiii l. ;li.>l Dr. Mnrlin 
l.ii!iior Kii'i: w.-s tindiT cloc- 
tn^iiic" riirv.^iri.-.-iro in aivd 
iiiivl VM ;if i',-.t who 
.•^'.ipcrvi;-, d tiiis f.)rvcill;inco 
t.ri,;l the court "it was my im- 
lA'rstnndinfi that it wont oa 
aftor that," 

'Hid whole truih Is that Dr. 
King's plumes wore t.^ppcd, 
his hotel rooms but";cd, anil he 
was personally shadowed right 
up to the time he was slain in 
Memphis on April 4, 15G8. 

Another FBI agcrit, C. Barry 
Pickett, told ll'.o court in Hous- 
ton, 'fexis, thai for four solid 
years he had lis'.cned eight 
hours a day, five days a v.cek, 
to the conversations of Elijah 
Iduhammad, leader of the 
Black Sluslin-is. Pickett em- 
ployed bn..i a '.olcplione wire- 
up aad a ir.icrorjhcac planted 
in .Muhara:;i:.-:'i home. 

Tl:eF': c?..i:s of c'eclronic 
eavesdrop: inf;, w'hich violate 
both federal and a prcsi- 
c^.^t^al executive o;dcr, were 
'diiclr-ccl in a hcoii'^;;'- os fsr- - 

"iiCavv*v;c;;^r.t b -j a 1 :i jr" 
chair.pisa Cassi.is Clay'.s effort 
to ovciturn a fi»e-ycar prison 
sentence for his refusal to be 
drafted. 

These busgings, which 
caught so:r.e Cl.ny convcrsa- 
tioas in llicir "nci," arc but a 
fraction of il;c i!lor;aI wiretaps 
that liave movod Ih'.:; country 
c'nsor to a pnlifO sialc 
tir" i ^.'..-l Americans ri-ali7.c. 

\,:,\ i:-.c Li;.iid, indif.'ercr.t 
rcacilnn or. the part of most 
Aincricar:s7 
.•■'ir.=t, there is the fcncral 
, iFUL jmiification for such tac- 
; tics; "iiaitCua! rccurity." 

Forn-.cr A.>v:-.T.ey General 
- Ram-'^ Clr.:.., ^ .:ortal'j.ie;ti- 
'• ;a..-;..iy ttiat the Fj'^I had r,o 
auih.'.rity :o wiretap or bug 
Dr. Kin-^, asserts that "iiio im- 
1 piiM.i-.'a 'ai:|t| fvuple .ihcufiht . 

. 1^ out.-...;. > J T • 



.- .S'ill. Mk.I ll'l lll "n:i!i-'-n.ii .^^r-^- 

curity" is mnrc powi'rfiil than 
"niotlicrhoiid," for it cvohrs 
fi-'ar, rtiid int'n siill surrcuficr 
more tlii:u;s — iuchxliiir; liber- 
ty — out of fear tl):m they do 
out of love. 
, The pwnYina. thir.f, nhr/jt 
f Clarli's statement is tiint 1;« 
[' acts as thou;;h h.c is surprised 
\ to hear of the wirc'nppiii.!^ and 
; h!i,'','^iiig of Dr. King. Could 
Clai possibly isavc Ixcu ujia- 
, jv.arc liiat FIJI oVictrAK wfrc 
ftoiiig before cmiitit'ssional 
contDiidccs and partly juslily- 
itirt I'.rjer appropriadcns Itv , 

i .',it;!'ot'ii^ some con;;r"?;iii'-'i 
1 and feeding anti-King ainiiiu- 
I niiion to Smilhorm^rs wlio de- 
spised tiie civil riphts leader 
— all by way of revealing "tid- 

ibits" picked up ilirough the 
wiretaps and buggings? 

Was Clark unaware that cer- 
|tain FBI officials were room- 
ing the country leaking to 
newspaper editors poisonous 

what the bugginss allegedly 
bad revealed? 

Everybody else in Washing- 
ton of any cocscquence knew 
it, and many deplored it, but 
no one seemed to know how to 
1 go about making the FBI bend 
to the laws of the land. ■ 
I There is a not-too-flippant 
assumption in Washington that 
I J. Edgar Hoover has been FBI 
clirccix)r for 45 years because 
all the recent Presidents have 
assumed that he knew loo 
much about them to be re- 
placed. So not only was he not 
replaced by any of the young- 
{cr, very able FBI men in the 
normal course of things, but 
Presidents Johnson and Nixon 
have felt it wise or expedient 
jto waive a lav; saying Hoover 
has reached the rocldns-chair 
aw. 

< "iliKivcr oiiglst to bo replaced 
\ as FIJI director — immediate- 
ly- 

As Washinnfon agency heads 
Igo, Hoover may have do.ne a 
better job than most. But tl;o 
people of this coun'>y .kne\j 



--thirjK when thny Ur.:'.5-3 



the lime one man might scrva 
in the presidency. They saw 
personal fiefdcms as inimical 
to il;e democracy, tiie personal 
freedom, that we have come to, 
cneilsn. " "--'^^ 



• iT i'. is dangrrou.';- tir hnv6 
one nan .■^n-vc tlircc full terms 
as President, it is f.ir mnro 
d.-jngei-fius to ha\c oiic man 
iaiic liiLiinic posse.;.sion of a 
powerful police-invcsLi,';ativa 
agency that prods into tiio 
jfcpest secrets of the most 
prominent, most honored citi- 
zen': and has the prAvcr to dis- 
credit, even destroy, almost 
aiij ono. The kind of abu.'-'e of 
and contempt for the law maa- 
ifc.st in the King and Muham- 
mad cavo.sdro!>plnn bccomo 
alinost inevilabiV when n man 
is loft in a key job as Ion," as 
Hoover lias been. 

Were Hoover a moro 
thoughtful man, or as con- 
cerned about the preservation 
of democracy and liberty as 
his speeches suggest, he would 
have resigned long ago. Ha 
would not keep putting Presi- 
dents in Uie political bind of 
deciding^ to ke^ him or ease 
&iio'uw.~^ y. ^ 
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CiOar jioovfjr ha^ i 
intention of resigning. So wix 
does tlie President muster ti 
courage to say: "WcU dom 
thou good and faithful scrvan 
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{Mount Clipping in Spaea Below) 



I The FBI admitted in federal district 
court at Houston that it engaged in 
unlawful wiretapping on the telephone 
of Dr. Martin Luthei" King Jr. right up 
Vinii! tlie .lime of ilie assassination. 
What this country needs more of is 
J-espcct for the law, we 'have heard so 

I many times in the sermons of J, Edgar 
Hoover. What he really means, we 
! gather, is tiiajt^ «verybouy -*KC*pt the 
[ )FBI should respect the law. 
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FOR SEVERAL yenrs a 
piece of Washinston npocry- 
pha knoun as "the Martin 
Lulbor Kinc tape" was the 
subject of sly and vX^y sur- 
mise amons certain journal- 
istic insidcrj. Tlicre are 
those who cl.iim to hnvc had ' 
The Tape plnycd for them . 
by obliging law enforcement 
officials. Othors arc said to . 
have been civcn trnnscripts 
of a sathcrin;;, bucccd by 
Government investigators, 
at which Dr. King and 
friends were present. 

It was one of those repug- 
nant but endurinR stories 
that cling to controversial 
{public figures. The FBI and 
{Justice Department stead- 
fastly denied knowiug any- 
thing specific about elcc- , 
tronic surveillance of Dr. 
Kin^;. Shoulders would ' 
shru?, eyebrows would arch 
knowingly, fingers would 
point discreetly in other 

I directions. And FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edsar Hoover con- • 
tented himself with attack- 
ing the civil rights leader as 
"the most notorious liar in 
the country." 

JCow the unseemly truth is ' 
out. It emerged in the form 
|of sworn testimony by FBI 
agents in a Houston Fed- 
eral courtroom in the case 
of former nravywcight box- 
ing champion Cassias Clay, 
now Muhammad AH. The 
agents acknowledged that 
they had snooped on Dr. '< 
King for a period of several 
years. 

The gist of the testimony 
was that a group of men— > 
one of them a 22-ycar.ofd \ 
JFBI clerk— sat in air-condi- ' 
tioned rooms and listened to ' 
the private conversations of ' 
this prominent Americaa i 
without the faintest shred of ' 
legitimaqr or sufficient 
cause. \— 



J 



"IJVAS told to write 
dowii wh'ilevcr I heard that 
1 would consider of value," 
|1estified FBI nRoiU C. B.irry 
Pickett in words that should 
be cn;;ravcd on some monu- 
inenl to our lime. Af!cr four 
years of eavesdropping ciglil 
hours a day, five days a 
week on the telephone con- 
vci-sations of Black Muslim 
leader Elijah Muhammad, : 
Pickett was elevated from -i 
i clerk to agent. | 
Why was Dr. King under ' 
I surveillance? No one has 
I said. But it may be stgnifi- . 
; cant that the snooping . 
\ hesan at a time when he ' 
- |criticizcd the FBI for assign- , 
' ing Southern agents to pro- 
;■ tect civil fights workers in ' 
: the South. It is also ironic i 
. that this seemingly gratui- 
_ tous invasion of Dr. King's 
I personal life occurred at a^' 
time when many high-rank 

ling members of the Justice 
Department would have ex- 
pressed nothing less than 
roaring outrage lat the 
thought that his phone was 
being tapped by Govern- 
ment agents. It was the 
time, In other -words, when 
Robert F. Kennedy was At- 
torney General of the ' 
United States. 

After the di.'^closure last 
Week, there was an under- 
standable rush to disavow 
responsibility /or electronic 
pursuit of Dr. King. Former 
Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark denied authorizing 
any wiretaps or bugs against 
Dr. King or Elijah Muham- 
•11 witiic lie iiL-uuL-u iiic Jus- 
tice Department. His prede- 
cessor, Nicholas 'dcB. Katzen- 
bac h^eclined to say soy- 
, nimiy iiablicly. . "sSs 
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.. Dici Kobcrt Krnncdy.^ 
liiiow? '*rlie FIJI'S ojily te- 
cordcd comment on the sif- 
fnir wns to rpfc" {iur-stioncrs 
|u> noovM''s testimony over a 
period of years tlint each 
bug was authorized in writ- 
ing before installation by 
the Attorney General. And 
Ilhc Justice Department last 
rvcek described Hoover's tes- 
timony as "accurate in every 
respect." Inlercnlially, the 
IkhI is sayins that Mr. Ken- 
iK-dy knew and approved. - 
Son. Kennedy was tiues- 
tioncd during the Orcfion 
primary in 1968 about the 
charge that he ordered Dr. 
King's phone tapped and Ms 
• reply was equivocal. 

I?N JUNK, 1005, FrOSiiirnt 
JolinsoTi issued an executive 
^^^''Ji- orohibiting Viirclap-j, 
ping except in "national sc- . 

curity" investigations. In his 

1." i . J TT 1— -<■ - 

jlCSliniony «aover bpcans ui. 

"internal security" matters.' 

>Vliat constitutes "internal 
security," this column asked ' 
|o£ an FBI spokesman. "It_, 
has to speak for itself," he 
replied. 
There Is a spectacular om- . 
. blRuity about It all. 

I Attorney General John N. 
Mitchell now intends to use 
the authority conferred on 
him by Congress last year to ^ 
uSe wiretaps in the wide va- • 
ricty of cases permitted • 
juud£r_4he new Ojaatbu s^ 
. Crime Act 



.When you crnsidcr the^ 
scope of the blatantly iiiccai . 
wiretappinfi carried out by 
Government agents durins 
the past few ycar.s it bogf-lcs ' 
the mind lo consider how 
pervasive official snooping, 
might become once it was^ 
'■ legitimized by local courts 
at the behest of local prose- r 
cutors. DuiinK the second 
half of 19C8, for example, 
slate officials obtained 174' 
wiretapping warrants, all . 
but seven of them in New 
York where authorities used 
wiretapping for such sus- 
pected offenses as larceny 
and gambling. 
It is chilling to contem-^ 
I plate the size of the elcc- 

ii tronic dragnet that might be 
I thrown over American cill- 
i zcns in the name of stamp- 
\ ing out suspected eambling 
! violations. 

I Yet President Nixon and 
his Attorney General have 
embraced the new Federal 
eavesdropping law with re- 
sounding public enthusiasm 

■ Tliey may rue it wfce gjhe^ 
renims^tart coming iil 
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^ LeHers to the Editor 

Published /(ftrfs ore lubjVcf fo conrfcnjiifjon, and ffioje not se- 
ieiici /or publicofion wilf 5c ictutnei onlf when occomponW 
fcy jtompcd, scf^adt^rcsscd cnve'opct. Tiic use of pen names IX 
timittJ to cor/eipontfenli whole idtntity is Jinown lo TA« Stat. 

I Rowan and Hoover 

I SIR: The evolution of the King-IIoovcr-Rowan wire- 
tap conlrovcr>', or, as it may come to be known, "The 
Case of the Shiflins Premise," is a most interesting one. 

As the ball began rolling and rumors began to 
circulate that Robert F. Kennedy bad auUwrizcd the tap 
on Dr. King's phone, the standard reply was that anyone 
who believed that Kennedy would actually authorise . 
such a thing must have rocks in his head. Then, lo and 
behold, it turned out that RFK had indeed authorized the 
tap and we were told that the issue now is not: Did 
Kennedy authorize the tap; but did he in fact request it? 
And we were told that anyone thinking RFK would 
request a tap on King's phone must have rocks in his ' 
head. 

Now, as evidence mounts that Kennedy not only ' 
authorized the tap on King's phone but requested it as' 
wcil, one can imagine the sophistry which will greet this 
latest revelation: "Well, certainly, Kennedy requested 
the tap on Dr. King's phone and, sure, he authorized it; 
but the real issue is who physically attached the tap to 
the phone. And if you think Kennedy would personally 
attach a wiretap to Martin Luther King's phone then you 
must ..." 

John D. Lofton, Jr. 

. SIR: Columnist Carl Rowan, in his recent diatribes 
\ against J. Edgar Hoover, became extremely monotonous 
I and completely unconvincing. The FBI director has long 
distinguished tiimsclf, not only for his ability but also for 
I being the first FBI leader to introduce the use of legal t 
methods into the work of the bureau with the object of 
making the evidence hold in a court of law. From the 
(beginning of his career, it is worth knowing. Hoover also ' 
demanded and received the promise of officials over ' 
Ihim that the FBI should be kept free of politics, a 
promise that has always kept, or the bureau could 
never have been as effective. In recognition of his high- 
ly efficient innovations of technical and professional im- 
Iprovements, Mr. Hoover has received hundreds of 
awards from the heads of various foreign security ' 
service agencies throughout the world as well as from 
police organizations within this country. ' 

I As an experienced newsman and former high gov- 
ernment official, doesn't Mr. Rowan know that the 
Attorney General always has to sign any request for ' 
wiretapping of surveillance by the FBI? As a strict 
observer of lcg.il mctfinds and a lawyer himself, Mr. 
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I Hoover would be far loo experienced and wise to nij»>;~. 
into that kind of an error. J>" 
Mr. Rowan has shown himself quite adept at charac- ■ ^ 



' quite adept 

tcr assassination himself in Irj-ing to persuade the 
public that we are rapidly proceeding toward a police 
|$tate under the direction of Mr. Hoover. If ISr. Kowan 
were more factual than emotional in his statements, he 
would know that a potential police state would have put 
down the riots in 1967 with force of arms and a large 
death toll, such as have taken, place in other countries 
jtpforo ». police state takes ov«r. , . , 



Utile , 



m 



NOT 



JUL .! 0 1Pfj9 



AUG 7 



^^^UG 13 1969 




o 



sill: Carl Rowan rntcs a Pulitzer for his courageous 
I prcscntnlion on the FBI. It's about time somebody had 
the guts to lift the rock and start to expose what crawls 
under it \ 

William T. Flimpton. 

Arlington, Va 

- ■ * Id * Hi 

SIR: I am at a loss to understand why a writer of 



caliber js a! 



"d to write as he does in 



my favorite newspaper. Anyone but a fool can read 
.the iimicTlyiiig vcm in his columns. 
I Wli.it would we do without J. Edgar Hoover? I .say 
Uiank <}od wc have liim. Too bad wc haven't more lik« 
him than some o{ these patsies wc have around. 

E. L. U 

• • • • 

1 SIR: Carl Rowan's charges against Mr. Hbovcr have 
^backfired on Carl Rowan. TV 

EliiabeUi M. Caiyer. 
■ Silver Spring, Md. - * - ■ ■ • 



SIR: As a columnist Rowan's effectiveness has been 
destroyed, if he was ever effective. His writings stamp 
him a racist and destructive critic. 
I Any attack, such as he made, on J. Edgar Hoover, 
who is a symbol of patriotism to the American people, ■ 
reflects the thinking and bitterness that this man holds 
for our society. 

I The FBI has been working diligently trying to ex- 
pose all of the people that are determined to undermine 
and destroy not only the liberty and freedom of our 
people but our country. They have protected the rights 
of all loyal, honest citizens by exposing the criminals, 

' the traitors, the communists, the revolutionists and 

' others vho would overthrow our republic to justify 
their alleged inequities. An honest, law abiding, loyal 
Amercian does not fear personal surveillance or elec« 

■ troi^c Ustemng devices. 

George J.' 'L^elcey. 

ttjsfS.— J • • • • 

SIR: That Carl Rowan's grapes are sour is obvious! 
|At the same time, how ingrate can you get? Hoover has 
devoted his life to the service of his country; and I'd 
still accept his evaluations over Rowan's any day! - . 
I'm sick of the most highly overworked term of our 
day, "Racism." 

R. S. S. 

t • • • ■ 

I SIR: Now that J, Edgar Hoover has informed us 
that Carl Rowan is a "racist," it may be timely to 
recall the Director's characterization of the late Dr. 
King as "the most notorious liar in the country." It^ 

I would seem, from the quality and substance of Mr.' 

f Hoover's remarks, and the apparent adoption of the 

I KGB-style institutional philosophy by the FBI, that 

the above epithets should be more properly applied to 

their originator. •.• 

R. T>Grime5. 
• • • * I... 

SIR: Carl T. Rowan has been making assertions all 
over the place— among them is that be is not a CIA 
agent. So what? 

Considering his seemingly irresponsible assertions, 
rumors and name-calling tactics I suspect that the real 
I deal is that he is an FBI agent. He is studiously making 
a public commotion so that he can truly work undeircov- 
I er for the FBI on some future assignment. 

Now I think this is about as good a rumor as any of 
Rowan's; and I acknowledge starting it without help of. 
I the FBI or the CIA. The more I think of it the more I 
like it because I think it could be some justiCcatioa for 
Rowan carrying on the way be has. '"^v!..^^ 
Robert E. TflBtUe. 
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did the Fciicral Bui'oau of IiivcGtigr.t.oi tap 
'"tie Telephone of the late Dr. MavUn Luth enf in.g 
was disi'losed. beyond'any con- 



Tho tappin 

Tfadiction. ir. testimony given on Wednesday In a 
Federal District Court. It violated an Act cf Con- 
jrrcss. the Federal Communication.s Act. It vio- 
Jiatcd-the repeated assertion by FBI Director J. 
lEdijar Hoover that his agency tapped telephones 
only in national security cases. 

John S. Martin, an attorney in the U.S. Solicitor 
General's office, acknowledged in court that the 
Icivji TiphJs leader had been under FBI electronic 
^surveillance in IltM and 1965 and that the four . 
|FIU wiretaps made of telephone conversalions in 
which he participated were jllejrai. There can be 
no doubt whatever as to the illegality of these 
wiretaps. In point of fact, the Government did not 
choose to contest their illegality. 
I Mr. Hoover lia.<; said many times that his ;.gency 
taps no telephones without express authorization : 
from the Attorney General. Did Nicholas deB. 
Katzenbach, « distinguished champion of civil 
ri^nis;"" authorize surveillance, in clear vioj«i:u:i-of 

4dw.--o£-the country's most respected ciril Jijghls 
leader? 

J Mr. Hoover has said many tlmos. in congressional 
hearings and in public .statements, that his agency 
taps no telephones except in cases affecting the 
country's security. Will he £S!;ert that he believed 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King presented a peril 
to national security? He has Indicated on past 
occasions that he takes an clastic, and Eometlmes 
a very confused, view of national security. But 
Martin Luther King? ^\">, - 

It Is no iight matter to have the law flouted by 
the country's foremost investigating agency. Con- 
terapt for the law by public agencies and public 
officials breeds contempt for the law by the public 
itself. Worse still, a contemptuous disregard for 
the »>rivacy and the essential freedom of American 
citizens strikes dangerously at the founo..;lons of 
American life. The American people cannot afford 
{to let J. Edgar Hoover be i law unto himself, no 
matter how valuable his past public service. A 
people careless of fundamental rights can hardly 
. iriiif to deserve those rights at all. 
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Wix tta.ps^on Dr. King Made After Jo^^on^^^^^^^- 




had been a clerk in the 
Phoenix. Ariz., office of Hie 
r.B.I. from May,. 1962. until 
Mav, 19G6. 

}f;.s assignment, he said, was 
to lislcn to the conversations 



By MARTIN WALDiyj>{ 

^pt'itl 1*> Tbf N"(* VAfi Tlmfi 

HOUSTON, Junp 6 — Testi- 
mony in Federal District Court 
has "indicated that tlic Federal 

Bureau of InvcstigaHon con- ^lack\tushm^caders." 
ttnued to wiretap the tele- 1| j^^^ g microphone 

phoncrof the Rev Jr-Jjlartinj j^,,. Muhammnd's home as 
l.uthcLKjng Jr and Ehjah Mu-t as a wireap on his tele 
; hamn5^a after former f'^«'' r"i phone, Mr. PfckcU said, 
.Tohnson ordered an end to wire-' ^ 
'taps except those authorized 
py the AUoruey General for- 



"national security" reasons. 



( The implication was that the 
ijF.B.1. cither ignored tlic Prcsl- 
j'dential order or that Dr. Kinc, 
ithe assassinated civil rights 

leader, and Mr. Muhammad, the 
I Black Muslim leader, were bc- 
iing surveyed in connection 
.with some security case. 
',\ The F.B.I, refused to com- 
iment. Aides of Mr. .tohnson 
'did not reply inmiediately to a 

request for c)<irificalion from 

him. 

On June 30, IM.'i. President 
..lolinson, in an "administrative- 
ly confidenii.il'' nienioramlom 
[to all Government departments, 
csaid that the "in\asion of priv- 
iacy of communications is a 
highly offensive practice which 
should be engaged in only 
where the national security is 
at stake." 

No telephone tap, including 
those for national security rea- 
sons, could be maintained with- 
out prior approval of the At- 
torney .General, the President! 
said. ■■ I 
But Robert Nichols, special 
agent of the Atlanta F.B.I, of-j 
fice, testified this week at j( 
i hearing here that he had super-i 
vised a wiretap on the hom^ 
telephone of Dr. King. 

• Responds to Question 

"I wasn't on it except until 
May. 1965." Mr. Nichols said. 

Charles Morgan Jr., Southern 
director of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, then asked, 



that one was involved in the 
nthcrinp of "foreign intelligent 
infoimatiim." 

The Government lawyers 
argued that the four others 
.should also be kept secret be-' 
cau.'.-c "Ihcu nauthorized dis- 
iicniination of the facts relating 
to these surveillances would pre 
judicc the national interests and 
mi{;ht prciudice the interest of 
third parties." • 

The Government attorneys,) 
.lohn S. Martin Jr. and Michael 
Epstein from the Justice Dc 
>artmcnt, and United States At 
torncy Anthony J. P. Farris 
Houston, said that their reasons 
for wanting the records kept 
secret could 'not even be ad- 
vanced in open court. 

After a closed session lasting 
30 minutes. Judge Ingraham up- 
held the Government's position 
on the wiretap that Involved 
"foreign intelligence," but he 
adiniiiod the synopses of the 
four other wiretaps into cvi 
dcncc. 

A Attorney General- John N. 
^litchcil luis si(;ncd an affidavit 
.stating that disclosure of the 
wiretap that involved foreign 
intelligence could prejudice the 
national interest. He did notj 
mention the . four, other wirerj 
taps. I 
None of the records of the 
four other wiretaps bore a date 
later than June 30, 1365. vhenl 
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Neither Mr. Nichols. Mr. 
Pickett, nor Mr. Pickett's former 
superior, Frederick J. Brownell. 
a retired special agent, was 
required to testify as to the 
purpose of the wiretaps 
: District Judge Joe Ingraham 
referred to the wiretaps as be 
ing illegal. But he said.Uiat if 
it were found that Cassius Clay 
had been convicted of draft 
dodging by the use of illegally 
pathered evidence it would not 
be ncces.^ary to decide the rea- 
sons for the wiretaps. 

The wiretap tcslimnny wa.s 
presented as Judge Ingraham 
heard the appeal of Clay from 
his conviction in June, 1007. 
Clay alleges that the , Govern- 
ment used "tainted" evidence. 

Testimony in the appeal of. 
the fonner heavyweight boxing 
champion from a five-year 
sentence was concluded yester- 
day. Judge Ingraham asked the 
two sides to submit briefs 
within two weeks. He said tliat 
he might ask for additional 
testimony aifter reading the 

briefs. ■■ •'■ i ^ ^ , ' 

Mr. Pickett, V'ho was one of >residen Johnson'es order on 
haJf dozen F.B.I, employes *Irctaps was issued, 
ssigned to eavesdrop on Mr., The record of the conversa- 
Muhammad, said that he had ,tion between Clay, who is also 




VMtj*!srtin and'Mr. f oslclo^ 
clincd to comment on the wire- 
taps or to give their reasons 
why the disclosure of them 
would not be in the natinil 
;intcrcst. 

\ In Washington, the F.B.L r •- 
fused to acknowledge that tl e 
conversations of Dr. King and 
Mr. Muhammad had been moni- 
iorcd even though F.B.I, agents 
[iad-jAs^^ 80 tcsUfiod«ss£=^ 



The Washington Post 
Times Herald 



ft 



King's calls continued until his 
death on April 4, 1968?" Mr. 
Nichols replied: 



iiioH t went on." 



been told to record all conver- 
sations at Mr. Muhammad's ho 
but that he had to make a 
synopsis only of what he con- 
sidered to be "pertinent facts." 

Attorneys for the Department 
of Justice fought for two dayi 



known as Muhsunmad AH, and 
Dr. King was dated Sept 4, 
1964. The dates on the records 
of the conversation between 
the former boxer and Mr. 
Muhammad were in 1964 and 
early 1965. ■ , 

Not until Mr. Morgan cross- 



The Washington Daily News 

The Eveiking Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Waehington) _ 
Daily New* (New York) 

Sunday News (New Yoik) 

New York Post * 



in Judge Ingraham's court toil — 

try to bar public disclosure of>xamined the F.B.i. agents was 
their wiretaps or anything con-Tit uncovered that the wireUps 
nected with them. • Fhad probably extended beyond 

"And the wiretap on Mania The existence of the wire-ithe June 30 1965, date 

.,11, .,„t:i v:.«itaps disclosed in the Su- judge Ingraham ruled that 

prcme Court in March when F.B.I. a|ents did not have 
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Solicitor General's offico acfc-. 



C. Barry Pickett, a special 
gent in the F.B.I, office at Jack- 

«aiiyi)le, Fia., testified that heB)y the Attorney (dsssasisitnd 

... "i"^ — ^ - .. 



monitored five conversation in 
volving Clay. Only one, the Gov 
ernment said, had been approve 




"-r"— |_>..w.._. _ --"Jfto testify when the wiretap 

tt was my jinderstanding liowledged that the F.B.I. had surveillances began or ended. 



but he allowed Mr. Morgan to 
establish that the wiretaps 
had continued at least into 196 
The attorney said e was try- 
ing to find out if other con- 
versations of Clay's had been 
nipnitojed but not .repor ted on 
biCTCwemmwtM ji^frir 



Date . 



JUN 7 1969 



•54 AUG 11 1369 



AT 




r!-;'l (Hr-v. 7-;:7-h7) 



ioh-.on 

.Del.oach jLiilo..^. 

/Mohr 4^ 

r^ir-nop -T ■■ 

Ca.'H'cr 

Callahan 

Com ad = 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen _ 
Sullivan 
Tavel _ 
Trotter . 



Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 




?XP. J. C. i3Au;.M^iui rm^' "^^--^.X--; ^1^" EI SI GN AT ING FIVE 
TO ADD laNG'S ^'I^.^^^A.^^^f^.^TS-k QUICKLY VOTED EOKfJ. 

I'A^^'jANfl^^SlT^AllDE'AS^N OFFICIAL "DAY 



TO 



OF KEMCRY.' 



3/?6— TCi(05FES 



NOT KEr.01U> '-■.)■) 
181 APR 8 



W7 



1 



9 APR 9 -l^^.^'9 



WASHINGTON CAPITAL NE^WS SERVICE 



0-19 (Rev. 7-I7-6S) 



r- 



O 



) 



If I- M 



XaIj Asked to Observe 
Di\ King's Anniversary 



By George Davis 
WashlMlon Po»t St»(f Writer 



' The newly formed District 
of Columbia Statehood Com- 
mittee called yesterday for the 
closinR of stores and offices 
on April 4 for a citywide ob- 
servance of the anniversary of 
the s!3xi"S *-he Rev. Martin 
Luthcrjiing.jlL. " 

"Tlie appeal was the first 
public action of the Commit- 
tee, whose larser Roal is slate- 
hood for the District hy\ifl\. 

The Pcv. Haml^i^loorc, 
the president, said ifial a holi- 
day lionorinp Dr, Kinj; would 
mean as much to Nesroe? a.s 
other holidays mean to other 
racial groups. 

He added that the Commit- 
tee had sent letters to the 
Wa,shinglon Board of Trade 
and the Chamber . of .Com- 
merce asking their coopera- 
tion dtiring the April 4 observ- 
ance. Mr. Moore said he had 
not received rc]i!ies from ei- 
ther body as to how much co- 
operation the Committee 
could expect. 

Mr. Moore addea (hat a call 
■would be made for "Black peo- 
ple especially not to buy 
Easter finery this year in 
slorcB of the D.C.'s downtown 
plantation." 



District activities will be coor 
dinated with national efforts 
by the Rev. Ralph David Aber- 
nathy to honor the slain civil 
rights leader with a national 
holiday. 

Attending the news confer- 
ence yesterday were about 50 
students, spectators and mem- 
bers of the Committee. With 
Mr. Moors were C. Sumner 
(Chuck>^U>n« of t^ff Black 
Unile*M''ront; 4am£s)tJack50D, 
president of JacksonrLaboyto-j 
rics Inc.; the ^_P£J^J£SiQ6^:^- 
derson of the" SoufheaR^En- 
richment Center and four 
Freedom School students rep- 
resenting the Committee. 

Reading from a "Manifesto 
for the 51st State of the 
Union," Mr. Moore said "state- 
hood for the District is a natu- 
ral ^ight which can no longer 
be denied." 

He added that residents of 
the District are suffering taxa- 
tion without representation, 
and that the population of the 
District is larper than that of 
11 slates. The refusal of Con 
gross to grant statehood to the 
District "is based solely on the 
fact that a majority of the res- 
lidenls are black," Mr. Moore 



Mr^ Moore did not say U|said. 
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"IffrKing Holiday" Urged 
i1For "Good Friday' Here 

'Bx SIURON S rONE/^ "Rev. Moore satd his.group had 

i-TK^ ^„«!y fi.iriv.c'*' District of t"ed to gel Bcv. Walter Faun- 
Colu'^ir^laU-ho/ComnSa^ "^ruy appointed chairman of the 



armnsinccd a drive l<> m;ike the 
Dislrii-t the 5M state by 1971 
yeslerttay and declared tliat 
April 4, Viwd Fi ifla y, should bft 
a holntay rjiarkinj; Ihe tipi.anui- 
versary Mavtin Lut heTfting.' 
Ji'.'s assassiiiatfOfi. 

"If wc wiTe a stale, this 
VMild M)i't';i(!,\ have btt-n dime," 
l{cv. Douglas M'X>rc, chaii'snuo 
of the group said. 

He said al a press conference 
thul lei eg rams asking nicr- 
chants to close their stores nn 
thdl duy had Iwcn wnl to the 
pn-sid(sil$ of the Bnai-d of Trado 
;:nd t}«" P C. Ch»jn!»c of Com- 
merce. 

t'lvivfl Ihc merchants to 
eomi)l.v Willi tins re(|iiest." said 
Iter. Moore, who «'fl,s defoaled 
vJien he ran at-!ar;^e recently 
for the District school board. 

Ho liaid thai his grotqi would 
awotmcc plans for activities m 
April 4 suitaltle a$ a memoi'ial 

r>r King "^^'^ ^ 
tK tree.' ' 



D.C. City Council for failing that 
hnd gtme to Capiiol llili lo lesti- 
fy against President Nixon's ap- 
pnintnioiit of Gilbert Ilahn, Jr. 

lie said that the present city 
WMjncil has six: nieinb<!rs who 
live west of lOth-st, thi-ce living 
east of the .^nnacoslia River, 
and none fn>m Ute wntcr of the 
.cily tvherc aOO.IWO pcopie live. 

M.VMFESTO 

"That means tliat a Cauca- 
sian-coliired coahtinri can make 
all of the decisions for the Dis- 
trict at a cocktail party:" 

TThe committee issued a mani- 
festo calling for stalehood for 
the District at the press confer- 
ence at the Freedom School an- \ 
ncx of Euv-lcm. High School. It 
poujld oul that the District has 
a larger population than 11 of 
the 51 states. 

It fiirlher charged that the 
Districi reiJdenls were denied 
self-government by powerful ra-' 
ci,sls in Congress A-^cm)isei. to , 
' keep black people ffim vuiing. I 
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f iv' -reo Kht^^ SCLC Cleared 



{ 



res 



■ By Pnul W'i Val online 

\vasii;r.i.tor Pciit S;.aff Writer 

MKMPJliS, Trnn'., March 11 
— Cou.t officials in Memphis 
5sid toilay \hc controversial 
filspo-silion of the .Jomes Earl 
Ray v;a5.c v.-ris clrarcd in ad- 
vance wUh Uir 5Miuli)crn Chris- 
tian Lpadorship Conference 
niid vith CorrlU Kiiic, witlow 
I ho Rev. Dr. Martin Lulho r 



TjKlor Uie nurecmcnt thal| 

I Mrs. Kina aiul SCLC officialsl 
I'rcporiP.'Tly approved, Way was' 
glvon a O'lycar prison sen- 
tence— without a irlal—afler 
plcadina Ruilly to the assas- 
sination of Dr. King last April 
4.. 

justice Department of/iclals 
In Washineton were notified 
pr the plan in advance and 
raised no objections, It was 

Icjjrnert. ^ ^ , 

" Ray's speedy sentencing | 



iMniirtnv- a pr^rlcTissd 

^ present at ion o£ evidence in 
UiC rase, stirred widespread 

^controversy. 

Some Negro loaders charged 
that the arrangement was a 

-"cover up" to prevent dis- 
closure of a conspiracy behind 
the assassination. Mrs. King 
herself and some SCLC offi 
cpilSj ft' s<l, contended ti:at'P^'. 
was part' of a conspiracy. 

There was also criticism of 
the arrangement from such 
papers as The New York 

Times, which said the decision 
not to air tlic full case in pub- 
lic was "a shocking breach of 
faith with the American 
people." 

OfXlclal.<! involved In the 
case here, however, s.nid the 
' decision to {lispcnse with the 
trinl In cxch.inK<' fv-lfny's 
cullty pica was Ji.tScd on 



i? 

variety of , oojisidornlions, In 
rludinj the consent of Airs 
KinK and SCLC leaders. They 
^.-.aid — as Ju.itlcc Department 
btrielals In Washineton have 
said— that there was no evi- 
dence of a c'n.nspiracy ■ that' 
■could have been presented.! 

The ri;;rccmcnt, In the judg. 
mc.nt of the caurt officials, 

6 awff:?^8^'^ ^ 



The approach to Mrs. King 
was" Wade'' by the Tennessee 
prosecutor, Phil Canalc, 
through her lawyer. Canalc, 

; also consulted, It was reported j 
here, directly with officials of 
SCLC, the civil rights orpani- 

' zation Dr. King led at the time 
of his murder. 

"He <Canalo) wanted to get 
their ceneral fcclinR about the 
acrcemcnt,". a hichly placed 
official said. "Mind you, what 
they said was not controlling. 
Wc often consult with the 
family and relatives about the 
sentence arrangement, even in 
routine cases." 

! He said Mrs. King and 
SCLC "generally agreed" with 
the decision to avoid a trial 
although "some of the SCLC 
officials said they wanted, to 
reserve their riRht to clKim 
there was a conspiracy behind 
Ray." 

After Ray's scnlcncinc on 
Monday, Mrs. King made no 
specific - criticism of the ar- 
rangement. She said, "For the 
moment we bave been spared 
a trial wtilch would compel us 
to relive the fearfully tragic 
- events of his death. But we 
xealize this is but a respite." 
, She went -on to urge that 
both Tennessee and Federal 
authorities continue their in- 
vestigation "until all who are 

1 responsible for this crime are , 
apprehended."' j 
Dr. King's successor as headi 
of SCLC, the Rev. Ralph jS. 
David Abernathy, issued a j 
similar statement. 

Ray's formal pica of guilty ; 
to murder in the first degree ; 
got him a flfl-year sentence, ' 
which bars him from parole 
eligibility until the year 2018, 
when he would be 9Q yean . 
old. 

If he had been given a 
jalraight life ecntenco. 
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would have been eligible for. 
parole in 12',^imj-s. 

It is kno\V)\ that during de- 
Itratc ncuotialions with court 
and prose(4ition officials, 

Ray's aUnrnpy, Percy Fore- 
man, askrri ,Tudpe W. Trpslon i 
Battle whcllicr he would im- 
pose the lifjiitcr sentence. 

Judge Bailie reportedly re- 
fused that proposal and said ' 
he would innposc no less s sen- ■ 
tence than 99 years because :, 
"the crime was too Great." 

Prosecutor Canalc, accord-' 
ins to court sources, also felt 
th£L the 99-ycar requirement , 
was noivncsoUable. 
■ Forcuian was in a weak bar- • 
iSainin^ position, it was said, 
'because he knew the case 
against Ray was "airtight" and 
Kay "misht have gotten the ■) 
chair" if he had gone to trial 
before a jury. 

Dr. King was shot with a '". 
rifle on the evening of April 4 j 
as he stood on a balcony of - i 
the motel at which he was 
staying in downtown Mem- 
phis. ■ 
A rifle found outside a . 
roominti house across the l 
street from ihc motel balcony ''^ 
led to Hay's eventual arrest in i 
London on June 8, 19C8. 

At the lime of his arrest— » 
and subsequently — there wcre i 
widespread rumors that Ray j 
had been the instrument of a , 
conspiracy to assassinate' Dr. ^ 
King. These rumors were en-' 
couragcd by Ray himself in , 
intcndcws with the writer, > 
William Bradford Huie, who I 
paid Ray more than S30,oqo ' 
for exclusive rights to his ■ 
■ story. And at the time of his 
scnlcncinK on Monday, Ray 
said in court ho could "not ac- . 
ccpt" the official theory that , 
there was no conspiracy. 
\ However, Justice Depart- 
f:ncnt officials and the FBI, as ^ 
well as the Tennessee prose- -. 
culors, insist that there is no ; 
evidence that Ray had any 
accomplices. * 

Prosecutor Canalc said that 
if any evidence of a conspira- ' 
cy comes to light "the con- ' 
spirators will be promptly and 
vigorously prosecuted." .L: — 



ii' ,«, ■* . 



' \ i'*->'^> -6 -V^:i- .>;'Vt.J .>• '■ V- •:-A-4^:: ■ ' - .- ^ /• 




Awoclatccl F[i' 



c - . James Earl Ray is led in chains to State Trison In NashvlUo. • 
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1 By Bruce Galphin 

" ATLANTA, March 19— A na-' 
tlonwide week of demonstra-l 
tioRS focused on "poy?rty, rac- ! 
ism;and war" will mark the 
first' anniversary of the assas- 
sination fitOhe Rev. Dr., Mar- 
tin LutheV-lTiDg Jr. 1 

A partial list of the East 
Week activities was , an 
nounced hero tofiay by the 
Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, Dr. 
King's successor as president 
of the Southern. Christian 
Leadership Conference. " 

Mr.. Abernathy and jother 
SCLC officials listed 18 cities 
where observances have been 
planned, and said there would 
be many more, • " «. . 

Special symbolic programs 
will be conducted In cities that 
had particular significance In 
Dr. King's career: MemRhis, 
w hers tu .y as slain April 4 a 
year ago; Mo ntgon m y , ^7Vi» r'^ 

Jii^lga^rshlp of a tua boyco tt' 
14 yesni ago cstfipuiteQ htm 
into 1 "national prominence;^ 
Selma, Ala., where the heavy- 
hand . of state resistance 
helped pass civil rights legisla- 
tion,' and Atlanta, his birth- 
place and; home at the time of, 
his death. '^ t 'j i 1 * 
Report Planned f * ' 
. Mr. Abernathy said the dem- 
onstrations beginning April 4, 
w hiAii -i« ^ nnnH Friday, will 
"launchjLhe second ^iiiiim. 'r'of |^ 
't hMgoor g eople's C^mpaigB.'?- 
Later ftls iprhig, he said, the; 
••Committee of 100" wUl reas- 
semble In Washington to re- 
state ita demands' and deUver 
_ report entitled '-'TJ» Poor 
People's Campalgii-^ne Year 
Later." v s 

The form of the Easter 
Week observances , will. . vary^ 
widely. ■' i j ■ ■■ ' '.\ 

As one SCLC staffes" ex- 
plained tt. affiliates _wijji '^tui y; 
on^Tn^jTiinra^elocflS^ 



Kingjch^ch, Ebe pezgr Bg p-j 
tisiTwIlurt Park in collabora-^ 
Uoa with- several' peace^' 
groups. - 
Other cities where various: 

will be conducted, the SCLC^ 
said, are Raleigh; New Oi>4 
leans, Cincinnati, San Fran-; 
Cisco, Los Angeles, Buffalo,<; 
Philadelphia, Houston, TaUa^v . 
hassee, Cleveland, Rich'jf 
mond, Hhopewell, Va^andPe-S 

<tt(nnWt va:4 . ^ :^ 



That may mean sdiQsljveJk; 
ot ilaliratri iie cities, demonstra- 
tions h\ welfare offices in oth'j 
ers, peace vigils and boycotts' 
tor jobs in still others. ; ' , ;* 
National Tag Day ; \ 
' The SCLC is planning a; 
major, staff effort in Alabama 
this summer. Mr. Abernathy_ 
said the April 4-12 activities 
there would launch a massive; 
program against poverty that 
would , last "months, if neces-i 

Sa rj^*" '" ^V ;* - ■ - 

' ' ^n,^ addit ion' "to" Jndivldtt al' 
ci^ projects, a National Tag 
Day will be observed through-, 
out the country Saturday, j 
April 5. Lapel tags bearing Dr. 
King's picture and the words. 
"I &ave" will be sold that day 
to support SCLC work. • ' 

In Chicago, Atlanta and 
other cities, the SCLC also is 
supporting "Black Easter" a 
program of wearing old 
cl ptbf giv ing to tbengMTje- 
fraining from purchase ol lux* 

u cle&,"Aodr T>oycottti t^";jepio^ 
ment stores that discriminate 
against black people. ^ . > 5 
Formal observance of Dr,' 
King's assasaipatlon will'bfcgin 
Friday, Aprir4, with a service; 
and arch in Memphis, where] 
the SCLC will join efforts^ 
with the municipal workers'! 
union that Dr, King was aid^ 
Ing wlT€n he was shot A; 
three-day vigil will begin the] 
same day at the State Capltslj 
;ln*i¥ia«ri* star^ 

the boui^ of Dr. •K<»tg'e^ rfa..t>(l 
j!mf&-fflr^riday, there will be a* 
vigil and protest at the United' 
Nations, march across the Ed-' 
mund Pettus Bridge in Selma ^ 
and a candlelight service In^ 
Montgomery.'.)' ■ V' ■ v.;-<">.^ 
March in Montgomery ' ' 

On Saturday, Mr. Abernathy 
will lead a march to the Ala- 
bama Capitol In Mcntgcmef>^ _ _ 
for a noonUme service.^ . ITOT. RECORDED. 
If ^ Atlj"*:? on Sunday Ji^^t 
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APRIL 4 IN HONOR OF KING 

Oj _ AJl stores and businesses in the District of Columbia 
" will be asked by a black power group to close their doors 
on Good Friday, April 4, the first anniversary of the Rev. 
_Dr. Martin Lu ther. Jjj.j jp Jr.'.s assassination. 

The annouhceii'ient was made at the initial press con- 
ference of the District of Columbia Statehood Committee, 
a group formed to obtain self-government for the District 
"by whatever means necessary." 

The spokesman for the committee was the Rev. 
Douglas Moore. Committee members appearing with him 
included James Jackson, unsuccessful candidate for the 
school board; the Rev. Jesse Anderson; C. Sumner 
(Chuck) Stone; and three Eastern High School Freedom 
School students. 

In a press release Moore asked the people of Washing- 
ton to "make their witness to the ideals <^ the Resurrec- 
tion and twti jre.at_Brophets Jesus Christ and Rev , J^ar- . 
til] ^.iithorHting , |r , "by celebrating a "Black Easter." 
The observance is to include a refusal to buy Easter finery 
' a ' i ht rt ores of D.C's downtown plantation," ^i&r^ais- 
ment said. 




Bishop 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Feit - 
Gale 
Rosen 
SulIivQ 
Tavel . 




Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 




The Waehington Post 
Times Herald . 



The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sundstf Star (Washington) L 
Daily News <Ncw York) ' *' 

Sunday News (New Yoik) 

New York Post 



The New York Times . 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 



10-^ 



0 



10 



ft 



The Wall Street Jouma) 

The National Observer . 
People's World 



Bxnininer (Washington) . 



*■ 



Pxlo 



55MAR191S69 



Cr 



(Mount Clipping in Spocc Below) 



r ' ' — ' [ 



f.-^^ 1 



CuVcLLa 



fa \4 U i» M 



Aberi^^thy As!:3 That Jan. 15, Civil Pvtghis 
Leader's Dirlhday, Be Declared a Holiday 



UY JACK NELSON 

"timoi SuU VVrilsr 

ATLAXTA-Au i.r.pss-^ 
sioncd p:ca that the lilo ol 
the' "kiii^- 'of Dr. Mnrlin 



and dial Dr. iving's birlh- 
(lay— Jan. lo — l;e uceiai'oc! 
a Jialioniil hoHdaj' were 
matic hci'c Woflncsday at 

<-r>ron-ionics commcmosal- 

in;,' the civil rights loader's 
•;0;h bi!'Vhri,iy.- j 

Dr.' Kincr's widow anc _ 
parents nodded ;t.GTec!ncnt 
the Rev. Kylp!i David 
Alf;rnalhy. Dr. King's suc- 
ccvsoi' .as president ot the 
Southern Chriftian Lciid- 
ership Conference, vrsed 
"the forces of .t,'ood\vill 
throughout Ihc l;;nd to 
exert their total influence 
in seeing to il that the life 
of Jame.? Karl Tiay. oi- 
wlioever is proven to have 
pulled the ti-i.c;.q;or that 
felled ovu' .tainted and 
Lclfivcd leader, is .'Spared." 

Hay, 40, accused of as- 
sassinating Dr. King in 
^>remphi.<: last April A,' is 
.scheduled In go o:i trial for 
iriuvrki- hf;re m March 3. 

l:i-:M!:d .■ 

.'rior 1 I'.- - • ;t ..i. 
''. hor.c - .: ;- r. .-, • ■ \ m 
• ■ ri!-.-;-i. \':'\ '.\,.. '>'•■. 



Tho Iwn hlai'k jnenilxus 
nf the '>!-mau sonaie-*- 
T.croy .liihuson .ind Hov- 
■ac-e Ward— iiarUnip;ii.cd in 
Ihc brief pror^l•am. Kxccpt 
for one KCsrepalioniKt 
n-,eniiiiv (liny Nohle) who 
\\i,l;vf'd ont, thn senate 
uitcnc.d attentively. 

Ward quoted from Dr. 
King's famous "I Have a 
Bream" speech at the 10G3 
march on Washington and 
Johnson introduced to the 
."sanators ritv. King Sr.; 
Rosa Parks of Detroit, 
who sparked the 1055 
Mont.Etomery bus hoycott 
that propclkci Dr. King to 
civil riKhtK leadership; the 
3%cv. Walter Pauntroy, 
vice mavor of Washington 
and head of SCLC's office 
there, and several African 
ofiicials. ■* 

Aids Groun<It>icakins 

'i'he visitor.; wcic wel- 
rori-icd hy Lt. Gov. George 
T. Snplh. who iaior parli- 
cipatcd in ground-l>rcak- 
ing ceremonies for the 's'2.5 
million Martin Lulher 
King .Ir. Villiigc 



I" 

n'.. ■;. ni ;. 
ti..i-..! 11.. 



a model 
hoii-iiig 
-ou-:". hy 

1 -.-i^l r ■ 
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i:day, Mr;;. ' 
Dr. King's 
Y.'ii:Io\v, told prc.-s conier- 
cnce tliat a Martin Luther 
King Jr. I\Ien".criai Ceriior , 
wiii (ic developed in Atlan- 
ta aroiiv.d tv/o locations — 
the Anbuni Ave. ere;; of 
the irIV)enec;icr Church and 
the hou^e where he was 
horn two blocks away, and 
the area of Atlanta Uni- 
versity, whore he was 
graduated from More-' 
house College. 

Mrs. King estimated the 
^otal cost at between S2[J 
lo $40 million and said tho 

.tnoncy wouM bft raieecl 
through foundations ant^ 
private and corporate do- 
nations. 

The remains of Dr. King 
now in Southview Cemete- 
ry, wiii l?c jjermancally 
interred in a memorial 

' ));irk that will be part ot 

■, tlic Aiilnirii Ave. devcloi> 
mcnf, !-he said. 

Almobt 1,000 pcivons 
crammed into the Kbcncc- 
zcr Churdt and ano thei ' 
2,000 stood outside or reX- 
'in an a'nnex and listened 

; to Monday's program over 
1 loudspeakers; Dr. King 

•\vas co-pastor of the 
church at the lime of his 
death. • 

Actor Harry Belafontc, a 
longime friend of the 
Kings and a board mem- 
ber of SCLC, sat ii\ the 
front row beside tht wi- 
dow and her four children. 
He app!a'.idi.rl Mr. Abcr- 
nalh} c-.i; for .i-.i);.i-;ng the 



ii-. ir i/T 
V,c. A- 

i" lll.lll 



Ki. !-ui;er. 
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.tiinjor iVro'olcm, cniy wiih 
the synujioin of our proi)-" 
Iciis," Xii: AboruiUhy h:i!i1, 
ay'.iin-^ Cnui \h<i i-l'.-iI ])i'ol)- 
1cm is that, the nation has 
•contcinraicd on M'olcnt c • 
ami \vc jre saluialod with 
huic." 

^Ir. Aljonijili}' iioLi'd 
th:a 111) iliiv is .SCI iisidc iiv 
ihi^ Uniled Slait's lo honor, 
n ))!:)Ca man jiikJ sa;Nl 
ihnl Caiv.;fcss, Uy mukii';^ 

Jan. 1.* a Icgiil holitlaii, 
cAiikt help blacks by "en^ 
richin.'; our horitase in 
A;r.onca :aid bLi'cnijUien- 
in;,' our faith in the Ucmo- 
cridic i.y,stcT!i." 

U.S. Jolm Conycts '■ 
Jr. (D-)iIieh.), a Nct^ro, 
said. thai last year lie hud 
.')r> sponsors for a bill 
declaring the day a holi- 
day and that he is a,r.;ain 
spoasoi;Ing_ the legislation 
and has found inci;ca!>cc^ 
support for it, _ ' 

"Siiclcd Holui.ny" . 

ClevcUind Rolnnson of 
,N'c\v York, ])i\'si('or.i of 
the Nc„'ro Amcrii-an La- 
bor CoLiricil, .'^aid, "It 
.should I'C a sacred lioliday 
ia vUc sriK>ii; and for the 
))uri)o.-"c that are here 
lodijy." 

"\Ve don't want anyone 
^ to bcli^ove \vc hone Con- 
■gi-css 'will do \.\\iif,' ho 



addc-d, "we're sayiiV, 

'I 3 black pi^op'c in Ameri- 
ca just ain't •^;oni)a work 
on that day anymore.'" 

Tho remark prompted a 
sl:.;iding ovation. Kxccpt 
for iis lone Negro niembcr,- 
who stood end applauded, 
mcmljcrs of tlic Georgia 
Tcch Glee Club, who parti- 
cipated in thi- i>ro£ram, 
rcmahied FCatcd. 

. Theodore Ifibbler, an 
rMcrly .sanitation worker 
fi-<p;n Mfmphis. recalled 
t'.-:.-!t Dr. Kin^' wa.<; in that 
eiu' to Rive sanitation 
worker.s leadcrtiliip in 
their d r i v i- for better 
workin.cc condiiion.s when 

hT\VS3 abia.sdina'lcu. 

"We'll never forget his 
.Ic'Hdcrship," Kibbler said. 
'|"jie gave his life for wlvjt 

'some p eople would call thj: 

.'least of .Memphis, which 
Uie sanitation workers." ' 
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Ktitg'Holiday 

Plea Pressed 
By Abernathy 

NEW YORK, Jan. 12 (UPI) 
—The Rev. Ralph D. Aber- 
nathy ttoday opened a national 
campaign to have Congress 
and the President recognize 
_-lhe late Dr. Martin Lut her 
M Cing Jr. as the Nation's first' 
Negro Jiero. 

Abernathy, at a news confer- 
I ence In Harlem, said he hopes 
\o have a million signatures 
. on a petition to have King's 
birthday, Jan. 19, declared a 
national holiday. 

"Such a declaration," he 
said, would give pride to the 
black people of this country 
and provide President-elect 
^ Nixon with a chance 4o per- 
form his "first act of atone- 
ment for the backward step he 
took in not appointing a Negro 
to his cabinet." 

Abernatby'* ! who s ucceeded 
King as presideat of the 
Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference„asserted that 
King contributed aa much- to 
the Nation as Washington and 
Lincoln. ' 

"At no time during 4he 
year," Abernathy added, "does 
thi* Nation pause to pay re- 
spect to the life and work of a 
black man." 

He said that demonstrations 
would be held in 250 cities on 
Wednesday to gather names 
for the petition to be pre- 
sented to Congress and the 
President. 

[Associated Press reported 
that Mayor Hugh Addonizio of 
Newark. N.J., wiiore 35 per- 
sons died In i!t)Pllo rlntlna In 
lf)i)7, ordered flaRS flown at 
hatfslHff on all city public 
biiilrtinfis Wednesday ind 
called on all citizens to honor 
Dr. King's memory.] 
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UNPREPARED^ 



TO 



nxo i^noi ruoi..! Dnci; 
SOLVE THE PROBLEMS OF 



WORK, SAID AMERICA IS "TRAGICALLY 
RACE RELATIONS AND POVERTY. 

THE NEGRO LEADER SHOT DOWN IN MEMPHIS, TENN,, IN APRIL SAID, 

HOVEVER. HE VAS OPTIMISTIC THAT JUSTICE FOR ALL BLACK PEOPLE WOULD COME. 

KtT WDT nuTTWfMiT OAnTTAi rwAM^rc TM TUC* CTDIirTIIOr CW r»1ID cnrTTTv - 
^» _-- - - - 
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"THE NATION WAITED UNTIL THE BLACK MAN WAS EXPLOSIVE WITH FURY 
BEFORE STIRRING ITSELF EVEN TO PARTIAL CONCERN," KING WROTE, 

•CONFRONTED NOW WITH THE INTERRELATED PROBLEMS OF WAR, INFLATION, 
URBAN DECAY, WHITE BACKLASH AND A CLIMATE OF VIOLENCE, IT IS NOW FORCED 
TO ADDRESS ITSELF TO/tACE RELATIONS AND POVERTY, AND IT IS TRAGICALLY 
UN PRE PARE D 

"WHAT MIGHT ONCE HAVE BEEN A SERIES OF SEPARATE PROBLEMS NOW MERGE 
INTO A SOCIAL CRISIS OF ALMOST STUPEFYING COMPLEXITY." 

IN A "TESTAMENT OF HOPE* PUBLISHED IN THE 1 5TH HOLIDAY ANNIVERSARY 
ISSUE OF PLAYBOY MAGAZINE. THE NEGRO ADVOCATE OF NONVIOLENT CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE INDICTED PRESIDENTS KENNEDY AND JOHNSON FOR THEIR FOREIGN 
AND DOMESTIC POLICIES! URGED MORE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
NEGRO, AND SAID SOLUTIONS TO HIS PEOPLE'S PROBLEMS "MUST 
AND RATIONAL* AND THAT RIOTING ACCOMPLISHES NOTHING, 

•I AM NOT SAD THAT BLACK AMERICANS ARE REBELLING," HE SAID. "THIS 
WAS NOT ONLY INEVITABLE BUT EMINENTLY DESIRABLE. WITHOUT THIS 
MAGNIFICENT FERMENT AMONG NEGROES, THE OLD EVASIONS AND PROCRASTINATIONS 
WOULD. HAVE CONTINUED INDEFINITELY, . .THESE ARE OUR BRIGHT YEARS OF 
EMERGENCE: THOUGH THEY ARE PAINFUL ONES, THEY CANNOT BE AVOIDED," 

KING, CASTFIGATED_BY MILITANT BLACKS FOR MOVING TOO SLOW ON RACIAL 
ISSUtS, SAID, *N0 PRlSIDENT HAS RlALLY DONE vlkY MUCH FOR TKt, AMtRICAK 
NEGRO.* HE SAID PRESIDENTS KENNEDY AND JOHNSON RECEIVED MUCH UNDESRVED 
CREDIT FOR HELPING NEGROES. 
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•THIS CREDIT HAS ACCRUED TO LYNDON JOHNSON AND JOHN KENNEDY ONLY 
BECAUSE IT VAS DURING THEIR ADMINISTRATIONS THAT NEGROES BEGAN DOING 
MORE FOR THEMSELVES. 

•KENNEDY DIDN'T VOLUNTARILY SUBMIT A CIVIL RIGHTS BILL, NOR DID 
LYNDON JOHNSON. IN FACT. BOTH TOLD US AT ONE TIME THAT SUCK 
LEGISLATION WAS IMPOSSIBLE." 

HE CRITICIZED THE JOHNSON ADMINISTRATION'S MILITARY BUILDUP 
AND THE U.S. ROLE IN VIETNAM AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC INTERVENTION. 
HE CHARGED THE PRESENT LEADERSHIP IS "AMAZINGLY DEVOID OF 
STATESMANSHIP: AND WHEN CREATIVE STATESMANSHIP WANES, IRRATIONAL 
MILITARISM INCREASES. 

"IN THIS SENSE, PRESIDENT KENNEDY WAS FAR MORE OF A STATESMAN THAN 
PRESIDENT JOHNSON. HE WAS A HAN WHO WAS BIG ENOUGH TO ADMIT WHEN HE 
WAS WRONG— AS HE DID AFTER THE BAY OF PIGS INCIDENT. BUT LYNDON 
JOHNSON SEEMS TO BE UNABLE TO MAKE THIS KIND OF STATESMANLIKE GESTURE 
IN CONNECTION WITH VIETNAM," 

IN CITING PROGRESS OF THE BLACK MAN, KING SAID "WHEN DOUBTS EMERGE, 
WE CAN REMEMBER THAT ONLY YESTERDAY NEGROES WERE NOT ONLY GROSSLY 
EXPLOITED BUT NEGATED AS HUMAN BEINGS. THEY WERE INVISIBLE IN THEIR 
MISERY. 

. "BUT THE SULLEN AND SILENT SLAVE OF 110 YEARS AGO, AN OBJECT OF 
SCORN AT WORST OR OF PITY AT BEST, IS TODAY'S ANGRY MAN. HE IS VIBRANTL 
ON THE MOVE: HE IS FORCING CHANGE', RATHER THAN WAITING FOR IT IN 
PATHETIC FUTILITY. 

c/s ^Jm^S.JIi'^^J^'^ DECADES, HE HAS ROARED OUT OF SLUMBER TO CHANGE 
f2^|?,ANY OF HIS LIFE'S CONDITIONS THAT HE MAY YET FIND THE MEANS TO 
ACCELERATE HIS MARCH FORWARD AND OVERTAKE THE RACING LOCOMOTIVE OF 
nj, 5^ vR Y « 
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Dr. king Is Rated Best 
Among Negro Leaders 



Rev. Dr, Martin Luther 
King Jr.. assassinated Nobel 
Pe4cc~Prize winner^ is the 
Negro leader that Harlem 
residents believe gave the 
most help to "the . Negro 
cause." 

Roy Wilkins, executive sec- 
retary of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement 
of Colored People, leads 
among living spokesmen. 

Two extremists — Stokely 
Carmichael and H. Rap 
Brown, both Icrmer chairmen 
of the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee — 
rate 12th and 14th, in a poll 
of Harlem opinion for The 
New York Times, listing 15 
leaders. 

The poll responses show 
Dr. King rated "Very helpful" 
by 91 per cent of those inter- 
viewed, followed by Mr. Wil- 
kins, 45 per cent; the Rev. 
Ralph Abemathy, 38; Repre« 
sentative Adam Clayton Pow- 
ell, 37; Jackie Robinson, 35; 
the late Malcolm X, 31; 
A. Philip Randolph, 30; Su- 
preme Court Justice Thur- 
good Marshal], 30; James 
Farmer. 25; Jesse Gray 24; 
Mohammed Ali, formerly 
Cas.siu."? Clay, 19; Mr. Carmi- 
chael. 18; Bayard Rustin. 16; 
H.^Rap Brown, 15; Roy la- 
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Ml Riot; tjn^/jsoned 



^etriBaStobertson, aBT'o' 
4510 Adams sL, was sentenced 
yesterday to serve three to 
seven years in the state peni- 
tentiary for arson in the wcs 
-'■'i rioting that came in ih 
;e of - the assassination c 
UieVRev. Martin Luther Kin, 

•Jr. I i^: ■ ■ :' > I 

Vf«*ge James J. Mejda of 
Cnmlnal: court imposed the 
sentence after Robertson 
pleaded guilty, to aision, at- 
tempted arson, and possession 
, of explosives. 

; Fillmore police seized Rob- 
ertson on April 5 after they saw 
.from a flaming 
.two-nat building at 3058 Madi- 
son St. > . V 

gyWhen. arrestecirrg bertju^n 



was carrymg "an^oir can par- 
tially filled with gasoUne. 

He told police that his 
brother-in-law had been beaten- 
by white men two years carh'er 
and that because of the King 
slaymg he thought it wa^ a 
"good time to get even with 
white mail" - »; , !'- ■ 

Robertson has a' record lof 
two previous convictions. . 'In 
1961 he was placed on one year 
probation for petty larceny. In 
November, 1964, he was sen- 
tenced to serve one to three 
years in the penitentiary for 
burglary. 
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^ SEEDS OF VIOLENCE — The murder of Dr . Martin Lut r 
"^ing. Jr.^ was a senseless, tragic act. We have de 
corribassion for his family and for all who were close to htm. 

Tlere are no. conceivable circumstances under which murd 
can Ibe condoned. But the slaying of Dr. King was ri 
unexpected. While he professed to be dedicated to nc 
violence, violence followed almost all of his widely heraici 

rtgmQnctrar jnnc j 

Hi's slaying was a lawless act. But Dr. King conducted I 
civil rights campaign on a premise of lawlessness. He d eti 
court injunctions, he violated local ordinances, he disrupted t 
orderly functioning of city povernments throughout the land . 

Ha projected and promulgated tt^e shocking concept tha- 
a law was morally wrong an individual had the right to bre 
that (aw. 

Felix Frankfurte r, who during his tenure of the Suprei 
Court bench was considered one of the most liberal iurigj is.'s^ 
rr.sr, C3n bs allowed to determine for himself what 



every man can. That means first chaos, then tyranny . 



C iaos, if not tyranny, has indeed gripped the country. 
D^. King was a man of great strength and persuasivent 

but his cocitribution to the civil rights movement is open 
question. The saciting and looting of major cities through : 
the country certainly does not contribute to an easing of rac 
tensions. • i ^ - ■■ 



His close affinity with the Southern Conference Educatio 
Fund (identified by both House and Senate Committees a 
major Ccmmunlst organ in the South) is at best incongrut 
with Americanism. ; \ ' 

Following his untimely and violent death.President. John: 
ordered all flags to be flown at half mast and .proclairr 
Sunday. April 7, as a day of national mourning for Or. Mo 
Cuiher King. Jr. Thess acts by the President elevated Dr K 
to the status of a heroic' martyr. Does it foilow th en^Knt ' 
government subscribes to the lawtesshess that pun cftftlPi', 
maVtv OT me rteverendjactio ps/ ..^ ■- - :. 

» mourn tDe death y'Wartifrt!uthe 
death c' any fsiicwttisn^ Ksd'hs b^en^ 
preached to his 'peopla, in the'elo^uir' 
'i that there is ! a right and wrorig^l 

matter how reTonrranJI. musi 
. With deep respect.^^! 
-y. ■- ' ' 
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SmW TO HONOR-mfG 

An aU-star package of entertaffiftrs wiU participate in a 
tribute to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. at the Sylvaa 
Theater on the groUIHs'SnEe WSsKijgton Monument Sunday 

,in a program designed for vacationing District youngsters. 

. The show, from 2 to 7 p.m, U titled "An 0£(ering of 
Love and Peace;" *" ■ 

• I^*^..^^*'""® *s well as national performers 
mcludmg Nancy Wilson, Ray Ovaries, Chris Comw, Roberta ' 
Flack, the Buck Clayton and Marshal] Brown Quintet, the * 
Sidewinders, the Eddie Henderson Quintet. Chad Mitchell.^' 
the Fabulous EmbraceaWes, and otber jazz, gospel, blues/ ■ 
rock 'n' roll, and folk performers. * ' ^ 

The show was put together rather hurriedly by Tony • 
Taylor, owner of the Bohemian Caverns nightclub. "It's a 
real opportunily for the people and the entertainers to come 
together in a tribute to Dr. King," Taylor said. 

''All of the entertainers are donating their time. Some 
couldn t mai<e it and sent their rrgrels. For cxamnlc, Ri|| 
Cosby was invited but wired saying he wiU be doing the same 
thing in Detroit Sunday." * 
, The show will climax the Easter week program, mainly 
for youths of Mayor V?allcr E. Washington's new youth unit, 
ine umt has sponsored a week of activities ranging from 
movies and picnics to the James Brown television S&w. 

Others scheduled to appear are the Ray Bryant trio the 
colemaneers Gospel Singers, the vaudeviUe team of Hines 
Hincs and Dad, the Dave Aikins trio, the New Breed avast 
gdroBTnartet, and the New World Singers^', k 
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Dr. King's Path 

To the Editor: 

• Amid the shock that be- 
numbed us all there were a few 
voices that refused to share in 
the grief at the death of Martin 
Luther King. A .sheriff from the 
South, a Senator in Washington 
and a foreign voice from South 
Africa were quick to point out 
that he had it coming. Or, as 
they put it, "He preached non- 
violence, but wherever he went 
hs aroused violence." 

In a perverted way they are 
pointing at a truth that is all 
too easily overlooked by the 
masses who merely expres.s 
shock and amazement at what 

^ happened. 

, Dr. King himself knew very 
.well that he "had it coming." 
It was no surprise to him. The 
sooner we understand that, the 
better off we are, for the real 
danger is that the whole epi- 
sode will be buried in a cloak 
of sentimentality, with cries of 
pity for so innocent a man. 

Dr. King was neither inno- 
cent nor is he to be pitied. He 
deliberately became allied to 
the very tough and clear-eyed 
power of love, the kind that 
reaches to the dark hidmg 
places of prejudice, fear and 
hatred, calling them into broad 
daylight to be judged and shown 
for what they are, the forces of 
death and destruction. 

It is in truth the only way 
to clean up the whole hypocrit- 
ical mess. Prejudice never will 
be overcome unless it i.i given 
a chance to test its strength 
and permitted to see its ugly 
face. 

The fact that "wherever Dry 
King went he aroused viol 
only can mean one thinc/'thc 
fact that there was loir of 
wherever ho went 

Gerar/^Van Dvk 

Accord, N. X. Af)nru, 1968 
The writer i."! minislcr o/ the 



Passage of Rights Bill 

To the Editor: 

The New York Times calls 
the pasiiage of the civil rights 
bill a "Triumph for Civil Rights 
. . ," lEditorial April II.] The 
principle of open housing is 
now established. The black man 
in America can now see visible 
evidence of progress. 

Time was when he was con- 
stitutionally considered as be- 
ing three-fifths of a man. Now 
the figure has risen to 80 per 
cent. May I ask the nonblack 
reader what he would do or 
how he would feel if another 
beneVUm nee impflSL'ii' llB 
statu s on h im? « ■ '■> 
How I feel as a black man is 
not fit to print. But in the spirit 
of such steady progress as we 
are experiencing, may I say 
what you so earnestly want to 
hear: Thank you, democratic 
white masters, for your kind 
efforts on our behalf. Wfi/vnll 
overcome. OLivfirl^Ens 
. cr=3TO9k[yn, ApjaLily-WeS 

of Welfare 

To the Editor: •— 

In his letter . on "Property 
Rights vs. Individual's Welfare" 
(April 15), Prof. Bernard H. 
Ross of American University 
commended the Washington, 
D . C, Met ropolitan P> i i L c 
exercising ' "a great deal oLre- 



.sbisious lacunajn this 
line of reasoning iSrnrrfT^Pin^ 



Sullivan 
Tave! _ 



ion: how does anyone go about 
separating private property 
from the welfare of the inoi- 
vidual? Without private prop- 
erty there can be no individual 
welfare, as any slave through- 
out the world's long history 
. could tell us. _■ N-S.M: 

i Ken^acstssrMtJ-. ApfU la. 
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The Washington Post 
Times Herald 



strainl" in their efforts to end 
the recent riots and arson that 
struck this city in the wake of 
Martin Luther King's assassina- 
tion. 

While it is undoubtedly true 
that greater force could have 
been brought to bear, with the 
resultant loss of tnorc lives and 
less morchnn<li.se and pcr.sonal 
prnperty, 1 fori that Professor 
\Kmn mny ho guillv of « Hrrlous 
bit of nonrcnsorilng when he 
a.ssrrts that if the concept of 
private property were more fre- 
quently subordinated to the 
welfare of the individual "it 
might have a posit iW. tff^a on 
Anwyi^ -^n political, social and 
economic life." 
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; UPI-153 

VASHINGTON-.A NEGRO HOUSE ^EMBE1^ TODAY INTRO DUCy A BILL 
TO PFOUIRE TO PO^T OfflCZ DEPAHTMy:NT TO ISSlli A SPECIALT^ 
JgniNORATIvFsTAM^ HONORING THE L AIT DR MARTIN ^LUTHER KI^ 

"THE TUiE TO HONOR MARTIN LUTHr.R JUNG IS NOV,, ."{ipByrf 
C NIX D-PA., SAID. NIX SAID HE INTRODUCED THE SAME BILL 
LAST Vlh BUT NO ACTION WAS TAKEN, 
3/28--TC605PES . . 
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PRINCETON, N.J., April 15 Dr. MarUn-^uther IQng, tlheinanced in part by $200,000 
(UPI)— Returning Negpo veter-r\Vb<>dro\(j?Wilson National. Fcl-; from the Roclcefeller F<>unda- 
answillbeabletoattcndgrad-'lowshlp^ ' Foundation an- tion, which made the grant 

uate or professional school nounccd tndgy , , , April 4 only tours before D r. 

undernieTiawships named for, The fellowships will be f i- , King was assassinawu. 
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"iSfciiity and racial justice. 



We will all cVierish out memo- 
ries of tiiis great man. I recall 
marching witJi him in Selma 
andinMississippi.aodl 
worked closeJy wtli him for 
ytars. Most ol us will always 
keep the memory of his "I 
nave a Drwin" speech at ute 
1963 March On Washington. 
He had a dream of a democratic society in 
whicli while people and Negroes woriced losethor 
for peace and justice. He had a dream of hope 
and beauly, and he had a ,^ion of what w« uJ^ 
all become when we free ourselves from ha!e. 

But our society is too sick to share that dream, 
and he was brnlaUy slnick down by an assassin. 
* * * 



MARTIN M fTifF-R ^^'e must, instead, rededicate ourselves (o the 
JR. was a figKleT'jOT' ideals for which he ioug>)t. We who believe wlUi 

in non-violence have l>een dealt a mortal 
blow, but we've got to redouble our efforts to 
provt! that it can work. 

"Hve day after his assassination I saw the huii 
and the shock on the faces of people in flie 
streets. Whites and Negroes were united that day 
in pain and in a sense of personal loss. There 
were others too - those who used his death to 
IwA at^d to veiA their anger in the streets. Their 
actions were committed in his name, but were 
acts against his memory. 



1 



non-vio/aice, it was his creed, 
and he was jts symbol. It would be a traeic 
betrayal to (urn our backs on this phiI«<SS 

hearts of al! men of will, but thcsl emotiSS 
miKi be repressed and channeled into other ave- 
nues. If we do othei-wise. be will have died In 

Non-violence gave his Ufa its meaning and 

get downto Ihe level of his murderer. He lived 
^v words and actions of peace. fl,yi Iwt 

tk'irnv V.ir L— ... - "t- ...... . 



T3 

■pUT he must not have died in vain. We — 
Negroes and whites - must create a living me- 
nional to his meraory.We have to sUmp out tha 
racism that took his life. 

I fear for Uiis nation. It is divided; it is racist- 
it lives by the gun and the bullet , A Civil Rights 
Bill K held up in Congress. A Riot Commission 
Report pointing to while racism and the terrible 
econoniic and social deprivations faced by 
Negroes as being the causes of our domestic cn^ 
IS ignored, Notliing has happened to change 
things. Dr. King will not have died ia vain K 
his tragic death moves Americans from seeing 
race relalions as a spectator sport to becoming 
involved in the fight for justice. They've BOt to 
fight far the things Dr. King fought for - open 
housing, anli-povCTly measincs, a natioital reidted- 



viSiSairp^and haTred ^^"^ g«3j.^t4rfg.rally demo.«lra(ed Ihe need. Federal pmlec- 
■ gj^ ^. for civil rights workers. ^ .m ^. W -^^^^^ 
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KING. JR, was a fighter for 
cqmtttrTmd racisd justice. 

We will all clierish our memo- 
ries of tiiis great maa I recall 
marching with him in Selma 
and in Mississippi, and I 
worked closely with him lor 
years. Mo£l ol us will alwa>-s 
keep the memory d his "I 
Have a Dream" speed) at the 
1963 Matfh on Washington. 
He had a dream of a democratic society in 
which while people and Negroes worked together 
for peace and jastice. He had a dream of hope 
and beauiy, and he had a vision of what we could 
all become when we fi^ee ourselves from hate. 

But our society is too sick to share that dream, 
and he was brutally struck donn by an assassin. 
» • • 

He preached non-violence. It was his crccd. 
and he was i(s symbol. It would be a tragic , 
betrayal to turn our backs on this philosophy 
today. His death brought anger and disgust to the 
hea'rts of all men of good will, but these emotions 
must .be repressed and channeled into other ave- 
nues. If we do otherwise, he will have died In 
vain. 

Non-violence gave his life its meaning, and 
we've got to resist those among us who 'wish to 
get dow.!! to the level of his murderer. He lived 
by words and actions of peace, and we can't 

betray his nm^nnry hy «./ir.J>ipinjt (1^ gods of 

vengeance and hatragT 



Whitney M« Youi^ Jr. 

We must, instead, rededlcate ourselves to tihe 
Ideals for which he fought. We who believe with ' 
him in noa-viol«ice have been dealt a mortal 
blow, but we've got to redouble our efforts to 
prove that it can work. 

The day after his assassination I saw the hurt 
and the shock on the faces of people in the 
streets. Whiles and Negroes were united that day , 
in pain and in a sense of personal loss. Tliere 
were others too — those whn used his death to 
loot and to vent their anger in the streets. Their 
actions u-ere ctHnmitted in his name, but were 
acts against his memoiy. 

<: * • 

^UT he must not have died in vain. We — 
Negroes and whites — must create a living me- 
morial to his memfHry.We hftve to stamp out tine 
racism that took his life- 

I fear for tliis nation. It is divided; It Is 
racist; it lives by the gun and the bullet. 
■ Hw C i V, i 1 Riglits bill was too long de- 
layed in Co"g>fese. A Riol Commission 
Report pointing to while racism and the terrible 
economic and social deprivations faced by 
Negroes as being the caases of our domestic cri- 
sis is ignored. Nothing has happened to change 
things. Dr. King will not have died in vain if 
his tragic death moves Americans from seeing 
race relations as a spectator sport to becoming 
involved in (he fight for justice. TTieyVe got to 
fight for the things Dr. King fought for — open 
housing, anti-poverty measures, a national reded- 
ication and reconstruction, and, as his death so 
tragically demcnslrated the need. Federal protec- 
tion for civil rights worker s. » 
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